TWENTY-SIXTH REGIMENT.

By ASSISTANT SURGEON GEORGE C. UNDERWOQOD.

“ Vizere fortes ante agamemnona mulli; sed omnes illucrimabiles. urgentur
ignotique longa nocte, carenl quia vate sacro. Paulum sepultz distat inerlize
celata virtus.”

CAMP OF INSTRUCTION.

The regiment was mobilized at the Camp of Instruction
at “Crab Tree,” about three miles from Raleigh, N. C. At
this Camp, during the months of July and ﬂugust 1861,
were assembled ten companies from the counties of Alamﬂ.ﬂﬂe,
Anson, Ashe, Caldwell, Chatham, Moore, Randolph, Union,
Wake, and Wilkes. These companies were organized before
leaving home, and on arrival at Camp of Instruction, reported
as follows:

1.—Jeff Davis Mountaineers, Ashe County; Captain, An-
drew N. MeMillan; First Lieutenant, George R. Reeves;
Second Lieutenant, Jesse A. Reeves; Junior Second Lieuten-
ant, James Porter.

2.—Waxhaw Jackson Guards, Union County; Captain, J.
J. C. Steele; First Lieutenant, William Wilson; Second
Lieutenant, Taylor G. Cureton; Junior Second Lieutenant,
John W. Richardson.

3 — Wilkes Volunteers, Wilkes County; Captain Abner R.
Carmichael ; First Lieutenant, Augustus H. Horton ; Second
Lieutenant, Phineas Horton ; Junior Second Lieutenant, Wil-
liam W. Hampton. :

4.— Wake Guards, Wake County; Captain, Oscar R.
Rand ; First Lieutenant, James B. Jordan; Second Lieuten-
ant, James T. Adams; Junior Second Lieutenant, James W.

Vinson.
5.—Independent Guards, Chatham County; Captain, W.
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S. Webster ; First Lieutenant, William J. Headen; Second
Lieutenant, Bryant C. Dunlap; Junior Second Lieutenant,
S. W. Brewer.

6.—Hibriten Guards, Caldwell County ; Captain, Nathan-
iel P. Rankin; First Lieutenant, Joseph R. Ballew; Second
Lieutenant, John B. Holloway; Junior Second Lieutenant,
Alfred T. Stewart.

7.—Chatham Boys, Chatham County; Captain, William
S. McLean; First Lieutenant, John E. Matthews; Second
Lieutenant, George C. Underwood; Junior Second Lieuten-
ant, Henry C. Albright.

8.—Moore Independents, Moore County ; Captain, William
P. Martin; First Lieutenant, Clement Dowd ; Second Lieu-
tenant, James 1. MelIver; Junior Second Lieutenant, Robert
W. Goldston.

9.—Caldwell Guards, Caldwell County; Captain, Wilson
S. White; First Lieutenant, John Carson; Second lieuten-
ant, John T. Jones; Junior Second Lieutenant, Milton P.
Blair,

10.—Pee Dee Wild Cats, Anson County; Captain, James
C. Carraway; First Lieutenant, James S. Kendall; Second
Lieutenant, John C. MecLauchlin: Junior Second Lieuten-
ant, William C. Boggan.

The commandant of the Camp of Instruction at Crab Tree
was Major Harry King Burgwyn, Jr., not twenty-one years
of age, who had graduated at the Virginia Military Institute
in May previous.

The Adjutant of the Camp was Oliver Cromwell Petway,
also a cadet at the Virginia Military Academy in 1860-1861,
subsequently Lieutenant-Colonel of the Thirty-fifth North
Carolina Regiment, and killed at Malvern Hill 1 July, 1862.

Of this young commandant, Corporal John R. Lane, Com-
pany G, subsequently rising by his military talents to
the Coloneley of the regiment, gives his first impressions as
follows: “We took the train at Company Shops (now Bur-
lington) for Raleigh; arriving at this place, the company
marched out to Camp Crab Tree, a Camp of Instruction, and
were assigned our position in camp a little after dark. On
the next morning when we awoke, we saw the sentinels at
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their posts and realized that we were indeed in the war. Tm-
mediately after roll call—but there was no roll call in our
company—>Major H. K. Burgwyn, commander of the Camp
of Instruction, sent down to Captain W. S. McLean, demand-
ing the reason for his failure to report his company.

Before the excitement occasioned by his message had sub-
sided among the commissioned officers, an order came for a
corporal and two men to report at once at headquarters. Cap-
tain McLean selected Corporal Lane, his lowest subaltern of-
ficer, and two of the most soldierly-looking men, S. S. Car-
ter and W. G. Carter, to report to Major Burgwyn.

Accordingly, these three worthies appeared hefore the com-
mandant, wondering whether they were going to be promoted,
hanged or shot. This was our first sight of the commanding
officer, who appeared though young, to be a youth of author-
ity, beautiful and handsome; the flash of his eye and the
quickness of his movements betokened his hraverv. At first
sight I both feared and admired him. He gave us the fol-
lowing order: “Corporal, take these men and thoroughly
police this Camp; don’t leave a watermelon rind or anything
filthy in Camp.”

This cheering order completely knocked the stareh out of
our shirts and helped greatly to settle us down to a soldier’s
life. The cleanliness of the camp was reported by the officer
of the day as being perfect. You may be sure our officers re-
ported the company promptly after that.

REGIMENTAL ORGANIZATION (avcusT 27, 1861).

The companies composing the regiment were from the cen-
tral and western counties of the State ; counties which had op-
posed secession until the Proclamation of President Lincoln
(April 15, 1861) calling upon Governor Ellis to furnish
North Carolina’s quota of seventy-five thousand volunteers
to coerce the seceding Southern States.

After being drilled and otherwise disciplined, these ten
companies were organized into a regiment designated as the

20
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Twenty-sixth North Carolina Troops (Infantry) and the
companies took rank as follows:

Carprtaiy McMirran’s Company, from Ashe County, as
Company A.

Caprain SterLre’s Company, from Union County, as
Company B.

Capraiy Carmicraer’s Company, from Wilkes County,
as Company C.

Capraiy Ranpd’s Company, from Wake County, as Com-
pany D.

Carraiy WesstER's CoMmPany, from Chatham County, as
Company E.

Capraiy Rankin's Company, from Caldwell County, as
Company F.

Carraiy M cLran’s Company, from Ghatham County, as
Company G.

Caprary MarTin's Company, from Moore County, as
Company H.

Capraiy Wurte's Company, from Caldwell County, as
Company L

CapTary CaARraway's Company, from Anson County, as
Company K.

The company officers completed the regimental organiza-
tion by electing as Colonel, Captain Zebulon B. Vance, then
Captain of the “Rough and Ready Guards” from Buncombe
County, in the Fourteenth North Carolina Troops; as Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, Major Harry K. Burgwyn, Jr., commandant
of the eamp; and as Major, Captain Abner B. Carmichael,
of Company C.

Colonel Vance subsequently appointed First Lieutenant
James B. Jordan, of Company D, Adjutant; Sergeant Joseph
J. Young, of Company D, Quartermaster ; Lieutenant Robert
Goldston, of Company H, Commissary, who died at Carolina
City October, 1861; Dr. Thomas J. Boykin, of Sampson
County, Surgeon; and Private Daniel M. Shaw, Company
H, Assistant Surgeon.

Rev. Robert H. Marsh, of Chatham County, since so widely
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known as an eloquent preacher of the Baptist persuasion,
was appointed Chaplain. The commissions of the officers
bore date 27 August, 1861. First Lieutenant A. II. Horton,
of Company C, was promoted Captain vice Carmichael,
elected Major. The non-commissioned staff were:

L. L. Porxk, Sergeant-Major, of Company K.

Bexsamin Hino, Hospital Steward, of Company K.

E. H. Horxapay, Ordnance Sergeant, of Company E.
JessE FErRGUson, Commissary Sergeant, of Company C.
ABraMm J. Lang, Quartermaster Sergeant, of Company G.

ENCAMPMENT ON BOGUE ISLAND.

Promptly on its organization the regiment was ordered to
the defence of Fort M acon, on Bogue Island. Leaving Ral-
eigh on the 2d of September, 1861, under command of Lien-
tenant-Colonel Burgwyn, (Colonel Vance not having as yet
reported for duty), the regiment, halting a few days at More-
head City, took up its permanent camp near Fort Macon—
at which place Colonel Vance assumed command. The
months of September, October and November, 1861, were
passed at thig place. The time was oceupied in guard
duties, drilling and preparing for the arduous duties that lay
before them.

Occasionally, upon rumor that the enemy were landing,
the long roll would be sounded, and the regiment drawn up in
line. There was great sickness among the soldiers. An en-
demic of measles and fever prevailed. A hospital was estab-
lished at Carolina City on the mainland, three miles west of
Morehead City—Commissary Goldston, Assistant Surgeon
Shaw, Lieutenant John E. Matthews and many privates died
in a short while. Nine men from one Company died in a
week. Supplies had to be brought across the Sound, and the
water being shallow, the men had to wade quite a distance to
get to the vessels bringing the rations.

The regimental officers were incessant in their attentions to
their men, showing them every kindness, providing every
comfort possible, and became much endeared to those under
their authority. When time came to go into winter quar-
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ters, the regiment was moved to the mainland and camped
midway between Morehead and Carolina Cities. While in
this camp, Captain MeLean, of Company G, was appointed
Acting Assistant Surgeon, and Corporal John R. Lane elected
Captain of the Company.

The winter of 1861-1862 was passed in unremitting drill
and under strict measures of discipline, which got the regi-
ment into fine condition for the opening campaign ; and here
they acquired a reputation for efficiency in drill and obedi-
ence to orders which they retained with inereasing eredit until
the final surrender

In October, 1861, General D. H. Hill was appointed to the
command of the Distriet of Pamlico, to be succeeded in No-
vember by Brigadier-General L. O’B. Branch. After the fall
of Roanoke Island (10 February, 1862) and in view of the
threatened attack on New Bern by General Burnside, the reg-
iment was ordered up the railroad within three miles of New
Bern, and there went into bivounac and assigned to Branch’s
command, which as then constituted, was composed of the
Seventh, Twenty-sixth, Twenty-seventh, Thirty-third, Thir-
ty-fifth and Thirty-seventh North Carolina Regiments, In-
fantry, and Latham’s and Brem’s Batteri 1es of artillery, Colo-
nel Spruill’s Second Cavalry (Nineteenth North Carolina),
a battalion of militia under Cﬂlnne] H. J. B. Clark, and some
detached companies. Drigadier-General R. (. Gatlln, com-
manding the Department Df North Carolina and coast de-
fenses, headquarters at Goldsboro, was in supreme command.

BATTLE OF NEW BERN, N. C. 14 marcH, 18692.

General Ambrose E. Burnside flushed with his captures of
Fort Hatteras (29 August, 1861) and Roanoke Island (10
February, 1862) was now about to attempt still greater move-
ments on the military chess board, and on 11 March, 1862,
he embarked the brigades of Toster Reno and Par Lﬂ dnrl
ﬂGGDmpﬂﬂjlllg artillery, at Roanoke Island and reached Slo-
cum’s Creek where it empties into the Neuse river, some sjx-
teen miles from New Bern, on the evening of the 19th Early
next morning, after shelllng the country around, Genera]
Burnside disembarked his command, and ordered Foster’s
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Brigade to advance up the county road, and attack our front
and left ; Reno’s Brigade to march up the railroad with orders
to turn our right; and Parke’s Brigade to follow along the
county road at convenient distance as a support either to Fos-
ter or Reno as there might be need.

General Burnside’s advance appears to have met no oppo-
sition ; the Croatan breastworks above Otter Creek he found
abandoned, and at night his entire command bivouacked in
easy striking distance of the Confederate lines of defence,
which we will now describe.

About five miles below New Bern on the right bank of the
Neuse River the Confederates had constructed a strong fort,
called “Fort Thompson,” manned by thirteen siege guns of
sood size, supported by ten field pieces, with three navy 32-
pounders on its rear face.

From the fort in a straight line to the railroad leading
from New Bern to Morehead City, was the main line of de-
fense, consisting of a strong breastwork about one and one-
quarter miles in length.

Through the centre of these breastworks the Beaufort
County road leading to New Bern passed, and intersected the
railroad about two miles behind the works; thence crossed the
Trent river on a wooden bridge about a mile and a half above
New Bern. Where the breastworks met the railroad there
was a brick kiln, and this proved to be the cause of all our
woes in this battle. Instead of continuing the breastworks
straight across the railroad into the swamp beyond, to make
the line as short as possible after reaching the railroad, the
line was thrown back about 150 yards to the banks of Bullen’s
Creek and thence, a series of small breastworks conforming
to the features of the ground, ran off in the direction of a
swamp. To guard this gap of 150 yards in which was this
brick kiln plant, General Branch ordered the brick kiln to be
loopholed ; and the evening before the battle, had ordered
down two 24-pounder guns which were being mounted when
the party was fired into in the beginning of the action and
the work was stopped never to be resumed. The timber in
front of the breastworks had been felled for some 350 yards.

General Branch’s disposition of his troops had to be made
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with great rapidity, as the enemy left him no time for delay.
At 4 p. m. on the 12th of March, General Branch was notified
of the enemy’s approach. He ordered Colonel Sinclair, of
the Thirty-fifth North Carolina Regiment, to proceed to
Fisher’s landing, just above the mouth of Otter Creek, to re-
sist any attempt of the enemy to land. Late in the night
he ordered the Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment and
Brem’s Battery, Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn in command, to
follow, Colonel Vance being temporarily in command of the
Post of New Bern. These troops arrived to find the enemy
had anticipated them by occupying this ground, so the two
regiments fell back to take their places in the main line for
the next day’s battle.

General Branch divided his forces that were to defend the
works on the left of the railroad, namely, between the rail-
road and Fort Thompson, into two wings to be commanded
respectively by Colonel C. C. Lee, of the Thirty-seventh
North Carolina Regiment, and Colonel Reuben P. Camp-
bell, of the Seventh North Carolina Regiment. Colonel Lee’s
command embraced the troops between the fort and the county
road, and was composed of the Twenty-seventh North Caro-
lina Regiment and his own, the Thirty-seventh North Caro-
lina Regiment; on the right of the county road reaching to
the railroad constituted Colonel Campbell’s command and
was defended by his own regiment (the Seventh) ; the Thirty-
fifth and Captain Whitehurst’s independent company, and
on the right next to the railroad was placed the battalion of
militia under command of Colonel H. J. B. Clark. Two sec-
tions of Brem’s and Latham’s batteries of artillery were
posted along this line between the county road and railroad,
under Colonel Campbell’s command.

Colonel Vance, of the Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regi-
ment, was in command of all the defences on the right of the
railroad, comprising a distance of one and a quarter miles.
His own regiment, one or two detached companies and a see-
tion of Brem’s artillery, were the only troops at his disposal
for this important defense. Hig line ran along the bank of
Bullen’s Creek for about half a mile, until the ereek emptied
into a swamp ; beyond this swamp his line was extended to the
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Weathersby road leading to New Bern ; and beyond this (on
the right) was Bryce’s Creek, a deep and impassable stream of
about 75 yards wide, which empties into the Trent River.
Shortly after the battle opened, the part of Governor Vance’s
line next to the railroad and under the immediate command
of Major Carmichael, of the Twenty-sixth Regiment, was re-
inforced, first by five companies of Colonel Avery’s Regi-
ment, the Thirty-third North Carolina, held in reserve; and
as the battle progressed and more determined became the at-
tempt of the enemy to carry this position, the other five com-
panies of the Thirty-third Regiment, under the gallant Colo-
nel Avery and Lieutenant-Colonel. Robert F. Hoke, came to
Major Carmichael’s assistance. As will hereafter be seen,
the enemy never succeeded in carrying the works on the right
of the railroad.

During the day of the 13th, the enemy kept up a bhrisk
shelling from their gun boats, now in the Neuse, and keeping
abreast of their land forees; and by night had gocten his three
brigades in position for the attack early the next morning.
These were disposed as follows: General J. (3. Foster formed
his line across the county road parallel to the Confederate
works, the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-fourth Massachusetts
Regiments on the right, and the Twenty-seventh and Twenty-
third Massachusetts on the left, supported by six navy howitz-
ers and the howitzers of Captaing Dayton and Bennett.

General Jesse L. Reno formed his brigade on the left of the
railroad in the following order, viz., the Twenty-first Massa-
chusetts, Ninth New Jersey and Fifty-first Pennsvlvania
Regiments. General Parke’s Brigade was drawn up in line
in the intermediate space between General’s Foster and Reno,
with orders to support whichever brigade needed it.

About 7:30 a. m. the battle was opened by a shot from a
Parrott gun from Latham’s battery under Lieutenant Wood-
bury Wheeler. This shot dispersed a squad of horsemen who
seemed to be reconnoitering under cover of the woods. Imme-
diately after this, the firing became general. General Fos-
ter’s attacks on the main works in his front made but little, if
any, impression; they were easily repulsed. Doubtless the
enemy knew the weak points in the Confederate line of de-
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fense. Immediately on getting his men into line, General
Reno ordered Lieutenant-Colonel W. S. Clark to charge with
the right wing of his regiment, the Twenty-first Massachu-
setts, and take the brick kiln.

Colonel Clark says in his report: “At the moment of our
arrival at the Cut, the enemy were busily engaged in re-
moving ammunition from the cars which had just come down
from New Bern with re-enforcements. At the first volley
from Company C the enemy in great astonishment, fled from
the road and trench to a ravine in the rear of the brick yard.
General Reno ordered Color-bearer Bates to plant his flag
upon the roof of a building within the enemy’s intrench-
ments. (General Reno, with Companies C, A, B, and H, of
the right wing, dashed across the railroad up the steep bank
and over the rifle trench on top into the brick yard. Here
we were subjected to a most destructive cross fire from the
eneny on both sides of the railroad and lost a large number
of men in a very few minutes. The General supposing he
had completely flanked the enemy’s works, returned across
the road to bring up the rest of his brigade; but just at this
time a tremendous fire of musketry and artillery was opened
from the redoubts hitherto unseen, which were nine in num-
ber, extending from the railroad more than a mile to the
right into the forest.

“The General, now obliged to devote his attention to the
enemy in front of his brigade, ordered the left wing of the
Twenty-first Massachusetts not to cross the road, but to con-
tinue to fire upon the enemy in the first two redoubts. These
troops consisted of the Thirty-third North Carolina and the
Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiments, and were the best
artied and fought the most gallantly of any of the enemy’s
forces ; their position was almost impregnable o long as their
lett lank resting on the railroad was defended. They kept
up an incessant fire for three hours until their ammunition
was exhausted, and the remainder of the rebel forees had re-
treated from that portion of their works lying between the
river and the railroad.”

Having quoted so freely from the Federal side, let us now
see what was doing among the Confederates. It is seen, Gen-
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eral Branch had but one brigade to oppose three—but six reg-
ments to oppose thirteen. These thirteen Federal regiments
were in full ranks. The Twenty-first Massachusetts, of
which we have been speaking, took into the battle 743 men.
When Colonel Campbell was informed by Colonel Sineclair,
“under much excitement,” that the enemy had flanked him
and were coming up the trenches which had been vacated by
the militia, Colonel Campbell ordered Colonel Sineclair to
leave the works and charge bayonets upon the advancing col-
umns ; this Colonel Sinclair failed to do, and left the field in
confusion. Colonel Campbell then ordered Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Haywood to have his men, the Seventh North Carolina
Regiment, leave the works and charge the enemy. This was
done in handsome style, and the enemy were driven over the
breastworks and the guns of Brem’s Battery that had fallen
into their hands, were retaken. This charge was so impetuous
that the enemy largely magnified the number of men that
made 1t. Says Colonel Clark, of the Twenty-first Massachu-
setts Regiment, resuming our quotation from his report of the
battle: “Having been ordered into the brick yard and left
there with my colors and the four companies above mentioned,
and finding it impossible to remain there without being cut to
pieces, I was compelled either to charge upon Captain Brem’s
Battery of flying artillery or retreat. Accordingly, I formed
my handful of men (about 200) in line, the right resting on
the breastworks of the enemy, and commenced firing upon the
men and horses of the first piece. Three men and two horses
having fallen, I gave the order to charge bayonets and went
to the first gun. Leaving this in the hands of Captain Wal-
cott and Private John Dunn, of Company B, I proceeded to
the second gun, about 300 paces from the brick yard. By this
time the three regiments of the rebel infantry, who had re-
treated from the breastworks to a ravine in the rear when we
entered the brick yard, seeing that we were so few and re-
ceived no support, rallied and advanced on us. The Thirty-
fifth and Thirty-seventh North Carolina, supported by the
Seventh North Carolina, came upon us from the ravine in
splendid style, with their muskets at the right shoulder and
halted. Most fortunately, or rather providentially, for us,
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they remained undecided for a minute or two, and then re-
solved on a movement which saved us from destruetion. In-
stead of giving us a volley at once, they first hesitated, and
then charged upon us without firing. I instantly commanded
my men to spring over the parapet and ditch in front, and to
retreat to the railroad, keeping as close as possible to the diteh.
On the railroad I found Colonel Rodman with the Fourth
Rhode Island Regiment waiting for orders, and I urged him
to advance at once and charge upon their flank, as I had
done.”

Up to this point in the battle, everything had gone on sat-
isfactorily for the Confederates on the right of the railroad.
General Reno’s attacks had been met and repulsed hand-
somely. The Confederate line of defense on the right of the
railroad as heretofore stated, consisted of rifle pits and de-
tached intrenchments in the form of lunettes and redans along
the bank of Bullen’s Creek, and across the swamp to the
Weathersby road, about one and one-quarter miles. A rifle
pit near the railroad was oceupied by Captain Oscar R. Rand,
with his Company D, about 77 men ; by Company A, 68 men,
and by 25 men from Company G, all under command of Ma-
jor A. B. Carmichael, of the Twenty-sixth Regiment. Quot-
ing from Captain Rand’s account of the battle, written
shortly after his capture and addressed to Colonel Z. B.
Vance:

“About 7:30 a. m. the battle commenced on the left and for
a time, extending from Fort Thompson along the whole line
of the breastworks to the railroad, the roar of cannon and
musketry was incessant. Within a few minutes after the
battle had commenced, the enemy made his appearance on the
right of the railroad directly in front of us. About one reg-
iment (the left wing of the Twenty-first Massachusetts) took
position between the railroad and Bullen’s Creek, sheltering
themselves in the woods and behind the logs, while the main
body consisting of several regiments advanced under cover of
the woods down the opposite side of the creek, occupying the
heights and extending himself along our right.

“When the advance of the enemy had reached nearly oppo-
site M ajor Carmichael’s position, he gave the order to fire,
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and sent a volley full into the head of the advancing column.
The enemy replied immediately and from this time to the
close of the action, the firing never ceased. At first, the en-
emy shooting very badly, their balls flying high above our
heads and cutting the boughs from the tops of the trees in our
rear, whereas our men, under direction of Major Carmichael
and other officers, took deliberate aim, sending death into their
ranks. As soon as we were fairly engaged with this part of
the enemy, the other part which held position between the
railroad and the creek came up from under their cover and
attempted to cross the railroad with a view to flank the main
intrenchments and cut our lines in two.

“No sooner was this attempted than it was discovered, and
every gun ordered to bear upon them. Omne well directed
volley scattered this force. Many a poor fellow fell here to
rise no more, for they were well exposed.

“Just at this time, about half an hour after the battle had
commenced, Colonel Avery, who had been held in reserve, ar-
rived with the Thirty-third regiment. He with four compa-
nies entered the rifle pits occupied by us, while four other
companies under Major Gaston Lewis, were ordered to occupy
an advanced rifle pit nearest to the brick yard. This move-
ment was attended with great danger, and was gallantly exe-
cuted. Major Lewis had to advance a space of 150 yards
over fallen timber; all the while exposed to the enemy’s fire,
and without being able to return it. He gained the position,
however, and held it during the remainder of the action.

“The battle now raged furiously ;the enemythrowing them-
selves along our right so as to gain the point from which he
could fire directly into our trenches, and Colonel Avery, ably
seconded by Major Carmichael, using every effort to prevent
it. In this they were somewhat aided by the artillery and
infantry, part of the Twenty-sixth Regiment and two com-
panies of the Thirty-third Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Hoke—on the right of us, only two or three companies
of which, however, were within range. The intention of the
enemy was plain. They were to engage us hotly on both
wings, and then with a sufficient force carry the railroad,
which, when gained, would cut our lines in two and be equiv-
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alent to flanking us right and left. No troops were at any
time stationed along the line from the extreme left of the
Twenty-sixth Regiment to the brick kilns, a distance of over
200 yards, until Colonel Avery ordered Major Lewis wi!:h
four companies of the Thirty-third Regiment, to occupy 1t.
There were also no troops defending the line from the brick
kiln to where the main breastworks touched the railroad, a
ristance of 200 yards or more.

“The enemy now determined to carry this part of the line
of our defence. What part the militia, who were stationed
along the main breastworks nearest the railroad, and the
Thirty-fifth Regiment, who were next to them, took in resist-
ing this attempt, I cannot say. The brick kilns and other
buildings exclnded the view. These troops were certainly
near enough, and by a proper change of front could have
thrown themselves upon the enemy and overwhelmed him.

“The force attempting this point of our works, I do not be-
lieve to have been more than one regiment. (It was only the
right wing of the Twenty-first Massachusetts Regiment), and
the main resistance he encountered came from the rifle pits
occupied by Major Carmichael’s and Major Lewis’ com-
mands. The enemy was held in check for some considerable
time, but at last he succeeded and carried the railroad be-
tween the brick kilns and the main breastworks and a part
of his forece passed in. They had advanced but a short dis-
tance, however, when they were met by a part of the Seventh
North Carolina Regiment and driven out at the point of the
bayonet, the Yankees leaping over the breastworks into the
ditch beyond.

“TIt was during this time that we met with a severe loss in
the death of Major Carmichael—as true a patriot and as
brave a gentleman as ever lived. His death occurred in this
manner: Colonel Avery and Major Carmichael were stand-
ing together at the corner of the traverse nearest the railroad.
They were watching the action on the left and bevond the
brick yard, when a single ball, whether aimed at the party op
not, entered the mouth of Major Carmichael as he was E}?rleak-
ing, and passed out at the back of the neck. I was standing
at his side when he fell. He died instantly. A feeling of
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bitter grief ran through the trenches as he fell, for there was
not a man in the Twenty-sixth regiment who was not devot-
edly attached to him. During the battle, Major Carmichael
wore a small Confederate flag, perhaps three by four inches in
dimension, mounted on a staff and attached to his cap. This
may have attracted the fatal shot.” The flag had been given
the Major by a lady of New Bern, and he had promised her
he would wear it in his cap in his first battle. It was doubt-
less the cause of his being singled out by some sharpshooter.

We will now return to the left of the Confederate line be-
tween the railroad and Fort Thompson. General Branch’s
paucity of troops prevented his taking advantage of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Haywood’s brilliant bayonet charge with the
Seventh Regiment. The enemy were driven back, but there
were no soldiers to occupy the vacant line of defense at the
brick yard, or to take the place in the works vacated by the
retreat of the militia and the Thirty-fifth Regiment. Says
General Branch, in his report: “The whole of the militia had
abandoned their positions. Colonel Sinclair’s Regiment very
quickly followed their example. This laid open Haywood’s
right and a portion of the breastworks was left vacant. I had
not a man with whom to occupy it, and the enemy soon passed
in a column along the railroad and through a portion of the
cut down timber in front which marched up behind the breast-
works to attack what remained of Colonel Campbell’s com-
mand.” THow this was done we will explain by quoting from
Brigadier-General Parke, commanding the force supporting
Reno’s Brigade attacking the Confederate right wing.

“Lieutenant-Colonel Clark, commanding the Twenty-first
Massachusetts, meeting Colonel Rodman, of the Fourth
Rhode Island, informed him he had been in the works and
assured him of the feasibility of again taking the intrench-
ments.

“T approved of this course on the part of Colonel Rodman,
and at once ordered the Kighth Connecticut and the Kifth
Rhode Island to his support. Passing quickly by the rifle
pits which opened on us with little injury, we entered in rear
of the intrenchments and the regiments in a gallant manner
carried gun after gun, until the whole nine brass pieces on
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their front line were in our possession, the enemy sullenly re-
tiring, firing only three guns from the front and three others
from the fort on their left (Thompson). The Eighth Con-
necticut and Fifth Rhode Island followed immediately in
the rear, and in support of the Fourth Rhode Island. Al-
though now in possession of the entire works of the enemy be-
tween the railroad and the river, the heavy firing on our left
and beyond the railroad proved that General Reno’s Brigade
was still hotly engaging the enemy.

“T ordered the Fifth Rhode Island Battalion and the
Eighth Connecticut to advance cautiously. Captain J. N.
King then reported that the enemy still occupied rifle pits
along side the railroad back of the brick yard and a series of
redoubts extending beyond the railroad and in General Reno’s
front.

“I then had the Fourth Rhode Island brought up and or-
dered the Colonel to drive the enemy from his position. This
order was executed in a most gallant manner. The regiment
charged the enemy in flank, while a simultaneous charge was
made by General Reno in front, thus driving the enemy from
his last stronghold.”

General Burnside in his report of the battle, says: ‘“Gen-
eral Foster seeing our forces inside the ememy’s lines, im-
mediately ordered his brigade to charge, when the whole line
of breastworks between the railroad and the river were most
gallantly carried. After the cheers of our men had subsided,
it was discovered that General Reno was still engaged with
the enemy on the left, upon which General Parke moved back
with a view of getting in rear of the enemy’s forces in the in-
trenchments to the left of the railroad. General Foster, also
moved forward with one of his regiments, with a view of get-
ting to the rear.” It was to this last regiment that Colonel
Avery and Captain Rand surrendered. This regiment Gen-
eral Foster marched down the county road leading to New
Bern, until opposite the camp of the Twenty-sixth Regiment,
when turning to the left, he marched through the woods and
took position on both sides of the railroad; he also brought
up four pieces of artillery and placed them in position.

Let us now return to Captain Rand’s acecount of the clos-
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ing incidents of the battle on his part of the line: “The ac-
tion at this place had now continued for more than three
hours. Our men from first to last poured in their fire with
deliberate aim. Colonel Avery was everywhere along the
trenches animating the men by his presence. I may say
that nearly every man did his duty nobly. Many were the
narrow escapes. Colonel Avery received a ball through his
cap, and many received balls through their hats or clothes.
The respective forces were all the time within from two to
three hundred yards of each other; all had been silent along
our lines, both right and left of us for some time. Just at
this time, while we were so intently engaged on our front, we
were fired into on our left by a considerable body of the enemy
who had taken position in the edge of the woods beyond the
railroad. This determined the conflict so far as we were
concerned. Colonel Avery saw in an instant that nothing
now remained but to draw off the troops. The order was
given and we went out of the trenches amidst a perfect storm
of bullets from both right and lett.

The intention of Colonel Avery was to rally the men and
form line on the railroad. He succeeded in a great measure,
and marched diagonally through the woods, a distance of
three or four hundred yards, for a point on the railroad just
above the camp of the Twenty-sixth Regiment. My com-
pany occupied the extreme left of the rifle pit, and became the
right of the line in retreat. The woods were so filled with
underbrush that we could see but a short distance before us.
When we had advanced far enongh to see through the opening
made for the railroad track, and had nearly reached the place
where we were to form line, we discovered just across the
railroad, and about fifty or seventy-five yards in front of our
right, four pieces of the enemy’s artillery and a regiment of
infantry deployed on each side and extending across the rail-
road. An officer immediately rode out and demanded a sur-
render. Seeing ourselves surrounded and no hope of escape,
Colonel Avery, and those on the right, surrendered. Those
on the left, being further off, and aided by the cover of the
woods, nearly all escaped. The surrender took place at 11:30
o’clock a. m. The number of prisoners taken at this place
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were about one hundred and fifty. The number of prisoners
taken in all were two hundred and six.” This admirable and
intelligent account of the battle was prepared by Captain
Rand, shortly after his capture. It is accompanied with a
diagram of the battle field made by Lieutenant Woodbury
Wheeler, of Latham’s Battery, who was also captured.

These gentlemen were permitted to visit the battle field
from one end to the other, and they carefully made notes for
the purpose of giving an account of the battle. Space for-
bids my quoting the report in its entirety. I will only make
one further quotation: “We received no orders to retreat,
neither did we receive orders of any kind during the whole
course of the hattle. The woods were very thick, which,
coupled with the mist of the morning, made it impossible to
see our troops on either side. We retreated because we were
exposed to a cross fire, and because it would have been certain
destruction to have held our places five minutes longer. No
officer or man dreamed of such a thing as being taken pris-
oner. We could have made good our retreat if we had re-
ceived the order as others did.”

In justice to General Branch, on this point, I quote from
his official report: “Finding the day was lost, my next care
was to secure the retreat. I dispateched two eouriers to Colo-
nel Avery and two to Colonel Vance, with orders to fall back
to the bridges, etc., ete.” These couriers never delivered their
orders. This account will be incomplete without making
quotation from Colonel Vanece’s and Lieutenant-Colonel Rob-
ert . Iloke’s reports of this battle. Lieutenant-Colonel
Hoke says: “The regiment moved up to the scene of action
in fine style, Colonel Avery in command in the centre, I of
the right wing, Major Lewis of the left. Colonel Avery gave
the command to fire, which seemed to have great effect, as
the enemy scampered. Major Lewis then moved to the right
of the railroad with several (four) companies, and engaged
the enemy from that time until after 12 o’clock. He be-
haved most gallantly, was in the hottest of the whole battle
field. He repulsed the enemy time and again, and twice
charged them with detachments from his companies, and
each time made them flee. Our loss was greater at that
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point than dny other, as he had to fight to his front, right,
and left, but still maintained his position. Finding the en-
emy were getting 1n strong force on our right, and were going
to turn our right flank, as there were no troops between our
regiment and the left of Colonel Vance’s companies, a dis-
tance of a quarter of a mile, I moved quickly with Captain
Park’s company, and sent a messenger to Clolonel Avery for
another company. Ile immediately sent me Captain Kes-
ler's company. I ordered the whole to fire, which did great
execution, as the enemy fell and fled, but soon appeared in
strong force and again we drove them back, but soon they
again appeared 1n stronger force, and engaged us, which con-
tinued until 12:30 o’clock. At 12:15 o’clock I saw a United
States flag flying upon one of our works, but saw Colonel
Avery still fighting. T did not know that Colonel Avery and
Major Lewis had fallen back until T saw the enemy upon my
left with several regiments, and about fifty yards to the rear
of the position Colonel Avery had oceupied. I ordered the
men under my command to fall back, but to do so in order.
We were hotly fired at as we fell back.”

I next quote from Colonel Z. B. Vanece’s report of the bat-
tle: “The regiment was posted by Lieutenant-Colonel Bur-
gwyn in the series of redans, constructed by me on the right
of the railroad, in the rear of Bullen’s Branch, extending
from the railroad to the swamp, about 500 yards from the
road by Weathersby. At this road I had constructed the
night before a breastwork, commanding the passage of the
swamp, and there was placed a gection of Brem’s artillery,
Lieutenant Williams commanding, and Captain MeRae’s
company of infantry, with a portion of Captain Hays’ and
Lieutenant W. A. Graham’s Second Cavalry (Nineteenth
North Carolina) dismounted. About 2 o’clock Friday morn-
ing (14 March) I pushed Companies B, E, and K, of my
right wing across the small swamp alluded to so as to make
my extreme right rest on the battery at the Weathersbhy road.
During the day, two companies of the Thirty-third Regiment,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Hoke, about 9 a. m., were placed
in the redans vacated by my right companies.

21



322 NorTH CArOLINA Trooprs, 1861-'65.

The battle began on my left wing about 7:30 a. m., ex-
tending towards my right by degrees, until about 8:30 a. m.,
all the troops in my command were engaged as far as the
swamp referred to.

The fight was kept up until about 12 o’clock, when infor-
mation was brought me by Captain J. J. Young, my Quar-
termaster, who barely escaped with his life in getting to me,
that the enemy in great force had turned my left by the rail-
road track at the woods and the brick yard, had pillaged my
camp, were firing in reverse on my left wing, and were sev-
eral hundred yards up the railroad between me and New
Bern. Also that all the troops were in full retreat except my
OW1L

Without hesitation, 1 gave the order to retreat. My men
jumped out of the trenches, rallied and formed in the woods
without panie or confusion, and having first sent a messenger
to Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn to follow with the forces on
the right, we struck across the Weathersby’s road to Bryce’s
Creek. On arriving at the creek, found only one small boat,
capable of carrying only three men. The creek here is too
deep to ford and seventy-five yards wide. Some plunged in
and swam over, and swimming over myself, I rode down to
Captain Whitford’s house on the Trent river, and through the
kindness of Mr. Kit. Foy, procured three more small hoats.
Carrying one on our shoulders, we hurried up to the crossing.
In the meantime, Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn arrived with
the forces of the right wing in excellent condition, and as-
sisted me with the greatest coolness and efficiency in getting
the troops across, which, after four hours of hard labor, and
the greatest anxiety, we succeeded in doing. Lieutenant-Col-
onel Burgwyn saw the last man over before he entered the
boat. I regret to say that three men were drowned in crossing.

“A large Y ankee force were drawn up in view of our scouts,
about one mile away, and their skirmishers appeared just as
the rear got over.”

Of the deaths of Major Carmichael and Captain Martin,
Colonel Vance thus feelingly speaks:

“Major A. B. Carmichael fell about 11 a. m. by a shot
through the head, while gallantly holding his post on the left,
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under a most galling fire. A braver, nobler soldier never fell
on field of battle. (enerous and open-hearted, as he was
brave and chivalrous, he was endeared to the whole regiment.
Honored be his memory. Soon thereafter, Captain W. P.
Martin, of Company 11, also fell, near the regimental colors.
Highly respected as a man, brave and determined as a sol-
dier, he was equally regretted by his command, and by all
who knew him. Lieutenant Porter, of Company A, was also
left behind wounded. Captain A. N. McMillan was badly
wounded, but got away safely.

“Once across Bryce’s Creek, we were joined by Lieutenant-
Colonel Hoke, Thirty-third Regiment, with a portion of his
command, and took the road for Trenton. We marched
night and day, stopping at no time for rest or sleep more than
four hours. We arrived at Kinston safely about noon on 16
March, having marched fifty miles in about thirty-six
hours.”

“T cannot conclude this report,” says Colonel Vance,
“without mentioning in terms of the highest praise the spirit
of determination and power of endurance manifested by the
troops during the hardships and sufferings of our mareh.
Drenched with rain, with blistered feet, without sleep, many
sick and wounded, and almost naked, they toiled on through
day and all the weary wateches of the night without murmur-
ing, cheerfully, and with subordination, evincing most thor-
oughly the high qualities in adversity which military men
learn to value even more than courage on the battle field.”

We close this account of the battle with one or two inei-
dents. When Bryce’s Creek was reached, there was some
confusion, and a natural eagerness to get across, as the ene-
my’s guns were heard in the distance. Many attempted to
swim across, and several were drowned before the officers
could restrain them. Colonel Vance, to inspire confidence,
spurred his horse in the creek, the animal refusing to swim,
the Colonel became unseated and weighed down with his ac-
coutrements, he sank from view in the dark water of the
stream and was about to be drowned, when assistance was ren-
dered him, and he reached the opposite side in safety. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Burgwyn and his college-mate, Lieutenant W.
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A. Graham, Company K, Nineteenth North Carolina (Sec-
ond Cavalry), taking their stand on opposite sides of a.
path leading to the stream, with swords crossed, counted the
men off in boat load lots as they were called out, and in this
way without confusion or crowding, all were successfully fer-
ried over and these two officers were the last to step aboard.

Major Wm. A. Graham, so widely known in the State for
his prominence in agricultural matters, at the battle of New
Bern was Lieutenant in command of Company K, Second
North Carolina Cavalry, and the writer has been so fortunate
as to get him for an eye witness account of that part of the
battletield where his command was posted, as follows:

“My company (K) was dismounted and placed in the brick
yard. About sun set was ordered to report to Colonel Vance,
Twenty-sixth North Carolina Troops, who sent me to Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Burgwyn, commanding right wing of the
Twenty-sixth Regiment and the companies on the road
(Weathersby). Colonel Burgwyn placed my company on
picket some half mile or more beyond the bridge, and he, with
writer, scouted on flank of the pickets. The axes of the en-
emy could be heard cutting a road along the railroad.

“Next morning Captain Hayes, of Company A, Second
Cavalry, reported. The pickets were called in and every-
thing made ready for the battle. The forces at the road
(Weathersbhy) consisted of Companies A and K, Second Cav-
alry, a section of the Charlotte battery, Lientenant A. B.
Williamg in command and Captain McRae’s independent
company of infantry. Company K connected the force in
the road with the right of the Twenty-sixth Regiment. No
enemy appeared in our front and when Colonel Burgwyn be-
gan forming the companies of the Twenty-sixth in rear of
the entrenchments, we had no idea we had been defeated, but
thought it was probably for pursuit. Going to him for or-
ders, he informed me that we had been defeated on the left
and must try and beat the enemy to New Bern.

“Everything moved off in fair order until getting near the
crossing of the railroad, a scout announced the enemy coming
up the railroad only a short distance off. Colonel Burgwyn
ordered the artillery and Captain Hayes’ company, who were
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mounted, to save themselves, which they proceeded to do.
Colonel Burgwyn, with the infantry, took to the left through
the woods. He dismounted his orderly and gave me one of
his horses and ordered me to scout to the left and forward to
see 1f the bridges were standing. Coming out at the camp
of the Thirty-seventh Regiment, I saw both bridges on fire
and so reported. We then struck the trail of Colonel Vance’s
retreat and overtook his command at Bryee's ereek, endeavor-
ing to cross in a boat, carrying three men. Colonel Vance
had swam his horse across the creek and had gone to hunt
other boats. It was reported that the enemy were close upon
us and at least half of the men threw their arms in the creek,
saying they did not intend that the Yankees should have
them. There was great confusion. Colonel Burgwyn was as
cool as if nothing unusual was transpiring. Calling such of
the officers as he saw to him, he announced he would hold a
“council of war,” told the council we were responsible for the
action of the men, and must form them and keep order. This
was done. Men were sent up and down the creek to hunt
boats.

“In the afternoon a negro man who belonged to Foy,
came to the opposite side of the creek and announced there
was a boat a mile or so down the creek where Colonel Hoke
(R. F.) had crossed. The men moved off through the swamp
down the creek, sometimes up to the armpit in the mire. The
negro went along on the other side, and when he reached the
boat he halloed and we went to him. I got into the boat and
had just taken a seat, when Colonel Burgwyn called me to
him and said I must help him keep the men from overload-
ing and sinking the boat; the boat would hold eighteen. I
stood facing Colonel Burgwyn, and each time as we counted
eichteen we halted the column. When we all had crossed ex-
cept Colonel Burgwyn and myself, I entered the boat and,
leading the horse into the water, swam him over along its
side. The boat returned and Colonel Burgwyn came over in
like style. It was now near sun set. Colonel Burgwyn took
command of such formation as there was and held it until we
reached Trenton next day, where we found Colonel Vance
and several hundred men of the different commands which
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had been at New Bern. Colonel Vance assumed command
and brought the troops to Kinston.” |

When Captain J. J. Young met the fleeing militia, he tried
to rally them—exhorted them to go back and rejoin their
comrades fighting in the works, saying, their conduet would
forever disgrace them ; that the papers would be full of their
cowardice, ete., etc. One of them replied: “I had rather fill
twenty newspapers than one grave.” Some of the militia did
not stop running until they reached New Bern. One was
found dead on the rear platform of the last train as it crossed
the river into New Bern, expiring as he reached the train
just starting, having run all the way from the battle field,
about five miles.

To make this account historically complete, I append
list of the troops engaged on either side, and the casualties
sustained.

CONFEDERATE FORCES, BRIGADIER GENERAL L. (/B.
BRANCH, COMMANDING.

| REGIMENTS.
—~ | | .
R . ) o o
s E g8 lgIEelE ]|
o 4 - i . - . L o o
~ERlE|E|E 2|5 8|S
b= i il =
~ 228 8K (8|5 |a|8 |
-—— | 3 | " =
B o e 6 0y 5| 32 4 D 1 | 10 | 64
Wounded . .. ....... 15| 0/10|28| 8|11 | 8! 3| 1189
| TS |
Missing and Prisoners..| 30 | 0 | 72 |144 42| 9| 8| 822385
. 488
UNION FORCES, BRIGADIER GENERAL A. E. BURNEIDE,
COMMANDING.
BRIGADES.
Foster’'s Bri- Reno's Bri—'i Parke's PBri-
gade, 23, 24, 25 gade, 21 Mass.,jgade, 4 R 1., 5
and 27’ Mass.51 N. Y., 9 N.|R. 1. 8and 11,  Totals.
and 10 Conn. iJ' and 51 Pa. [Conn, |
Killed. . .. 37 | 30 21 88
Wounded . 145 | 167 58 370
Artillery ..| 2 killed, 8 wounded. ' 10

465
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So much space is given to the account of this, the first bat-
tle in which the regiment was engaged, because it was its first
battle, and the conduct of its officers and men was so alto-
gether creditable. No troops could have borne themselves
better under the ordeal to which they were exposed. The
rapidity of General Burnside’s advance took General Branch
by surprise. The latter expected at least a day’s delay at
Fisher’s landing, and at the Croatan breastworks above Otter
Creek, but there was no fight at these advanced points of de-
fense, and nothing delayed the enemy’s rapid approach. An-
other day and the brick yard would have been defended by
artillery, and this point secure, General Burnside would have
failed in his attempt to capture New Bern. The disparity of
forces was great, but General Foster, with his five regiments,
opposed by Colonels Campbell and Lee, with their three,
could make no headway on the Confederate left; and General
Reno, with his four regiments, assisted by General Parke,
was regularly driven back by the Twenty-sixth and Thirty-
third Regiments on the right. One regiment to have replaced
the 350 militia, and the Thirty-fifth Regiment, would have
stood as firm as the others, and there would have been no un-
defended part of the line to let the enemy through ; and rein-
forcements, which were hurrying to General Branch’s assist-
ance, would have reached him during the day.

General Burnside well won his promotion as Major-Gen-
eral, which was the result of his vietory, whereas on the Con-
federate side, this battle introduced to the military world
names to become distinguished in the annals of the war.

The press of the State heaped eulogies upon the officers
and men of the Twenty-sixth Regiment and recruits flocked
to its standard.

Governor Vance applied for and received permission to re-
eruit his regiment to a legion, and was in a fair way to suec-
ceed, several companies having arrived in eamp, and others
were at home drilling, when he gave up the attempt in dis-
gust at what he thought was “the opposition to the scheme on
the part of the State and Confederate authorities,” and the
companies were dishanded.

While resting at Kinston, after the battle of New Bern,
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Captain N. P. Rankin, of Company F, was elected Majorvice
Carmichael, killed; and First Lieutenant Clement Dowd
elected Captain of Company H, vice Martin, killed; First
Lieutenant Joseph R. Ballew was promoted to be Captain of
Company F.

The troops around Kinston were now reorganized. DBrig-
adier-General French, on 16 March, reached Goldsboro and
relieved General Branch of the command of the District of
Pamlico; and 19 March General Gatlin was relieved of com-
mand on account of ill health, and Major-General Theo. H.
Holmes, assigned to the command of the Department of
North Carolina. On 17 March Brigadier-General Robert
Ransom was ordered to Geldshoro “for duty with troops in
the field,” and a brigade was formed for him consisting of the
Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth, Thirty-fifth,
Forty-eighth and Forty-ninth North Carolina Regiments.
Under this gallant and accomplished soldier and diseiplina-
rian, numerous drills and striet camp regulations prevailed
until on 20 June, 1862, the brigade was ordered to Virginia
to join Lee’s army, then confronting MecClellan below Rich-
mond.

REORGANIZATION FOR THE WAR.

The Twenty-sixth Regiment was a twelve-months regiment,
and in the Spring of 1862 re-enlisted for the war. The men
in the ranks were given the right to elect their company offi-
cers, and the latter the right to eleet field officers.

Many changes took place in the regiment at its reorganiza-
tion. Colonel Vance was always most popular with his men.
He sought and obtained to the fullest extent the love of his
soldiers, was always solicitous of their welfare and comfort,
leaving chiefly to his second 1n command matters of drill and
discipline. At no time was there any doubt as to his re-
election.

As to Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn, had the election taken
place before the regiment had in actnal battle experienced the
benetfit of drill and striet obdience to orders, he could not have
been re-elected. Says an officer of the regiment (Captain
Thomas J. Cureton): “Colonel Burgwyn was emphatically
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a worker in camp, careful of the comforts of his men, con-
stantly drilling; he believed in discipline and endeavored to
bring his regiment to the highest state of efficiency. I always
found him striet in camp, so much so, that up to the battle of
New Bern he was very unpopular, and I often heard the men
say if they ever got into a fight with him what they would
do, ete., ete.”

The morning before the fight, Burnside’s gunboats were
coming up the river, shelling the banks. Colonel Vance was
placed in command of the right of our line, or in other words,
acting Brigadier-General. Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn was,
therefore, in command of the Twenty-sixth Regiment. He
suspected the feelings of the men towards him. He formed
the regiment at the point where the breastworks crossed the
railroad, and addressed them in substance as follows: “Sol-
diers! the enemy are before you, and you will soon be in
combat. You have the reputation of being one of the best
drilled regiments in the service. Now I wish you to prove
yourselves one of the best fighting. Men, stand by me, and 1L
will by vou.” The response was unanimous-—“We will,”
from the men. Next day the battle was fought. Only the
left companies of the regiment under the command of Major
Carmichael, and Captains Rand and Martin were most ac-
tively engaged, and suffered heavily. The right companies,
when they found the enemy on their flank and getting in
their rear, had to fall back to find the bridge across the Trent,
on fire, our troops all gone, and the only way of escape was to
cross Bryce’s Creek.

When we got there only a small boat that would earry two
people at a time could be found. Colonel Vance rode his
horse in the ecreek, which refused fo swim, and the colonel
was very nearly drowned before assistance reached him. Sev-
eral of the men were drowned trying to swim the ereek. When
the boat reached the bank we were on, an officer ecalled to Col-
onel Burgwyn to get in first. He was met with the reply:
“T will never eross until the last man of my regiment is over.”
Nor did he till the last man was over.

We retreated up to Trenton Court House and expected
pursuit. Colonel Burgwyn was always in the rear. From
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this time on he had the entire confidence of his men and was
their pride and love. Colonel Vance and Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Burgwyn received practically the unanimous vote of the
regiment.

CHANGES IN THE OFFICERS AT REORGANIZATION.

First Lieutenant James S. Kendall, Company K, was elec-
ted Major. This gallant officer and accomplished soldier
only survived his promotion a few weeks, dying before the
regiment left for Virginia, from yvellow fever, contracted at
Wilmington while on furlough.

First Lieuntenant William Wilson became Captain of Com-
pany B; Second Lieutenant James T. Adams, Captain of
Company D; Second Lieutenant John T. Jones, Captain of
Company I; Second Lieutenant John C. MeLauchlin, Cap-
tain of Company K., and First Lieutenant S. W. Brewer,
Captain of Company E.

A WOMAN RECRUIT.

While the Twenty-sixth Regiment was in camp in and
around Kinston, after the battle of New Bern, many recruits
joined the command. Among them were two young men,
giving their names ags L. M. and Samuel Blalock. They en-
listed in Captain Ballew’s company (F) and were brought to
the regiment by private James D. Moore, of Company F.
On the way from their home, in Caldwell County, to join the
regiment, Moore was informed in strict confidence by L. M.
(Keith) Blalock, that Samuel was his young wife, and that
he would only enlist on condition that his wife be allowed to
enlist with him. This was agreed to by Moore, who was aet-
ing as recruiting officer, and Moore also promised not to
divulge the secret. Sam Blalock is deseribed as a good look-
ing boy, aged 16, weight about 130 pounds, height 5 feet and
4 inches, dark hair; her husband (IKeith) was over 6 feet in
height. Sam Blalock’s disguise was never penetrated. She
drilled and did the duties of a soldier as any other member
of the company, and was very adept at learning the manual

and drill.

In about two months her husband, who was suffering from
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hernia and from poison from sumac, was discharged, and
Sam informed his Captain and Colonel Vance, that he was a
woman, whereupon she was discharged and permitted to join
her husband. |

On returning home, Keith Blalock and his wife, now
known by her real name, “Malinda,” joined Kirk’s com-
mand, an organized body of Union troops, made up largely of
deserters and bushwhackers, operating in the Western part
of the State.

In the Spring of 1864, while the said James D. Moore was
at home at his father’s, at a place called the Globe, recovering
from the wound he had received at Gettysburg, the house
was attacked by Keith and Malinda Blalock, and their gang,
and Carroll Moore, his father, severely wounded. Several of
the marauders were wounded, and among them Malinda.

Again in the fall of 1864, Keith and his raiders attacked
Mr. Carroll Moore’s house, and were again driven off. This
time Ieith was shot in the head, and one eye put out.

After the war, Keith attempted merchandizing in Mitchell
County and was a candidate for the Legislature on the Re-
publican ticket, but was defeated, and about 1892 he and his
wife went to Texas. They subsequently returned to North
* Carolina, and at this time (1901) are living in Mitchell
county. Malinda Blalock’s maiden name was Pritchard, and
her brother, Riley Pritchard, was United States Commis-
sioner in President Harrison’s Administration.

MALVERN HILL, JULY 1, 1862.

Ordered to Virginia, 20 June, 1862. Ransom’s Brigade
was directed to report to General Huger on the Williamsburg
road, and a little before dark on the night of 25 June, Colo-
nel Vance’s Regiment relieved the Twenty-fourth North Car-
olina Regiment on picket duty in front of the enemy.

The night was very dark, and with no one to direet them,
the regiment took position on one side of a rail fence and in
front of a hedge row. As it happened, the enemy were lying
down in line of battle on the opposite side, and abiding their
time. After the Twenty-sixth had gotten quieted down for
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the night, in entire ignorance of the presence of the enemy,
the latter suddenly arose, thrust their guns through the fence
rails and opened fire. So close were they to us, says a mem-
ber of the regiment, that the beards of many of the men were
singed. The surprise was so great that seven of the compa-
nies on the right of the regiment went to the rear; however,
Companies G, H and I, undaunted by the nearness and num-
bers of the enemy, remained on the field. On the next morn-
ing those companies were highly complimented by their field
officers for their exceedingly creditable conduct in holding
their lines during the night under such trying circumstances.
Again, on picket, on the 27 June, the Twentyv-sixth Regi-
ment was pushed to the front and took possession of some
unfinished works of the enemy. Just as it was about to be re-
lieved, it was attacked, but returned the fire so briskly and
with such effect as to drive the enemy back.

Quoting from so much of Brigadier-General Robert Ran-
som’s report of the part his brigade took in the battle of Mal-
vern Hill, as applies to the Twenty-sixth Regiment, he says:
“At Tp. m. (July 1, 1862) I received the third request from
General Magruder, that he must have aid, if only one regi-
ment. The message was so pressing that I at once directed
Colonel Clarke to go with his regiment (Twenty-fourth North
Carolina). The brigade was at once put in motion, Colonel
Clarke had already gone, Colonel Rutledge next, then Colonel
Ransom, Colonels Ramseur and Vance, all moved to the
scene of confliet at the double quick. As each of the three
first named regiments reached the field, they were at once
thrown into action by General Magruder’s orders. As the
last two arrived, they were halted by me to regain their
breath, and then pushed forward under as fearful fire as the
mind can conceive.

“Ordering the whole to the right so as to be able to form
under cover, I brought the brigade in line within 200 yards
of the enemy’s batteries. It was now twilight; the line was
put in motion and moved steadily forward to within less than
100 yards of the batteries. The enemy seemed unaware of
our movements. Masses of his troops appeared to be moving
from his left towards his right. Just at this instant the bri-
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gade raised a tremendous shout, and the enemy at once
wheeled into line and opened upon us a perfect sheet of fire
from muskets and the batteries. We steadily advanced to
within twenty yards of the guns. The enemy had concen-
trated his forces to meet us. Onr onward movement was
checked ; the line wavered and fell back before a fire, the in-
tensity of which is beyond deseription. It was a bitter disap-
pointment to be compelled to yield when their guns seemed
almost in our hands.”

The losses sustained by Ransom’s Brigade from 26 June to
1 July, 1862, inclusive, embraced three Colonels wounded,
one Lieutenant-Colonel killed, several field officers and many
company officers, and a total of 499 privates killed and
wounded.

Casualties separately stated :

Regiments 24th. 25th. 26th. 35th.  49th,
Killed .......... 9 22 6 18 14
Wounded ........ 42 106 40 91 5

INCIDENTS OF THE BATTLE.

During the charge of the regiment at Malvern Hill, Cap-
tain Lane, of Company G, had the pocket of his coat cut open
by a ball, and the contents fell on the ground. Among these
was a package wrapped in newspaper, containing the month’s
pay of his company. Next morning Captain Lane discovered
his loss, obtained permission to go and hunt for it, and strange
to say, found the package untouched, lying in the open ground
where it had fallen among the dead and wounded.

After the regiment had taken its position for the night
after the charge, and the officers and men were resting on their
arms, Captain Lane lay down between two of his soldiers and
fell asleep. Next morning when he awoke the man on his
right and left had both been killed by the enemy’s fire while
asleep, and their deaths not discovered. They awoke to the
sound of the “reveille” in another world.

While the men were lying down in line of battle, waiting
the order to charge, they were subjected to a furious shelling,
and there was more or less dodging of the head as the missiles
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whizzed by. “Why are you so polite in the presence of the
enemy,” remarked Colonel Vance. A rabbit was flushed by
the line as it advanced, which caused the men to raise a shout
as it ran past them, whereupon Colonel Vance joined in the
cry, saying : “Go it cotton tail. If I had no more reputation to
lose than you have, I would run too.”

On 7 July Ransom’s Brigade was ordered back to General
Holmes’ command, and on 31 July, 1862, Major-General D.
H. Hill relieved General Holmes in command of the Depart-
ment of North Carolina, and 11 August Brigadier-General J.
Johnston Pettigrew, who had been severely wounded and
captured at the battle of Seven Pines, 1 June, 1862, was as-
signed to the command of Petersburg, and given the brigade
then under the command of Colonel Junius Daniel.

TWENTY SIXTH REGIMENT DETACHED FROM RANSOM 8 AND
ASSIGNED TO PETTIGREW S BRIGADE.

Colonel Vance’s election as Governor in August, 1862,
caused a vacancy in the Coloneley of the Twenty-sixth Regi-
ment. The Lieutenant-Colonel was not 21 years of age, and
the opposition of General Ransom to his promotion on aceount
of his age, the General saying: “He wanted no boy Colonel
in his brigade,” was well known to the regiment, and indig-
nantly resented. __

Application was made through the proper channels for a™
transfer to some other brigade, and on 26 August, 1862, by
special order No. 199, from the A. & I. G. office, at Rich-
mond, the Twenty-sixth Regimont was detached and ordered
to report to Brigadier-General S. G. French, at Petersburg,
Va., for duty with the brigade formerly commanded by Brig-
adier-General J. G. Martin.

Referring to the election of Colonel Vance as Governor,
one of the regiment writes as follows: “Though rejoicing
that he had been chosen Governor of the State by such a com-
plimentary majority, with a pang of regret we saw Colonel,
now Governor-elect Z. B. Vance, exchange the sword for the
helm of State. He received almost the unanimous support
of the regiment, there being only seven votes cast against him,
which well attests his popularity among his troops.
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“His separation from us was quite sad, all feeling the
heavy loss to the regiment. In his farewell address to the
regiment, he, with his usual truthfulness and sincerity, scorn-
ed to hold out any false promises to those who had been under
his ecommand, telling them plainly, that all they could expect
was ‘War! War!! War!!! Fight till the end.’

“But in the promotion of Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn to
the Colonelcy of the regiment, we gained an officer, young,
gallant and brave, and eminently fitted to fill the vacancy.”

Speaking of the transfer of the regiment to Pettigrew’s Bri-
gade, this writer goes on to say: “Never was there a more
fortunate change. It seemed as if Pettigrew and Burgwyn
were made for each other. Alike in bravery, alike in action,
alike in their military bearing, alike in readiness for battle
and in skillful horsemanship, they were beloved alike by the
soldiers of the Twenty-sixth. Each served as a pattern for
the other, and in imitating each other they reached the high-
est excellence possible of attainment in every trait which dis-
tinguishes the 1deal soldier.” It will be of pathetie interest to
state in addition to the above eloquent panegyrie, that both
General Pettigrew and Colonel Burgwyn were alumni of the
State University, and fell on the field of battle within a few
days of each other, the one on Gettyshurg’s gory field, 1 July,
1863 ; the other, commanding the rear guard of the army on
its retreat across the Potomac at Falling Waters, 14 July,
1863.

The promotion of Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn, and the
death of Major Kendall, who had been sick since his election,
required the filling of the positions of Lieutenant-Colonel
and Major. A board of examination having been appointed
to pass upon the qualifications of all officers before their pro-
motion, Captain John R. Lane, of Company G, and Captain
John T. Jones, of Company I, were summoned for examina-
tion, and obtaining the favorable report of the board, which
was composed of Colonel H. K. Burgwyn, of the Twenty-
gixth ; Colonel Thomas Singletary, of the Forty-fourth, and
Lieutenant-Colonel T. L. Hargrave, of the Forty-seventh
North Carolina Regiments, duly received their commissions
as Lieutenant-Colonel and Major, respectively. About this



336 Norta CAarorLina Troors, 1861-65,

time, Captain Ballew, of Company F, resigned and First
Lieutenant R. M. Tuttle was promoted to be Captain of this
company, to become famous above all other companies in the
army, from the fact that every member present, numbering
ninety-one, was killed or wounded in the battle of Gettys-
burg. Captain Steele, of Company B, also resigned, and
First Lieutenant Thomas J. Cureton became Captain, and
served most gallantly to the end. Lientenants H. C. Albright
and N. G. Bradford were promoted to be Captains of Com-

panies H and I, respectively.
PETTIGREW & BRIGADE.

This brigade to become so famous in military annals, was
composed of the Eleventh, Twenty-sixth, Forty-fourth, Forty-
seventh and Fitty-second North Carolina Regiments.

Of the commander of this brigade, later on in this sketch
a more extended notice will be given. He was, at the time
of its organization, convalescent from the severe wound re-
ceived on 1 June, 1862, at the battle of Seven Pines, and was
placed in command of Petersburg in the fall of 1862. Dur-
ing the months of September, October, November and De-
cember, 1862, Pettigrew’s Brigade was either on duty in
Virginia or North Carolina.

The faithfulness with which Colonel Burgwyn diseiplined
the regiment, much improved its efficiency, and it became
known as one of the best drilled regiments in the service. In
his labors in this behalf, he was ably seconded by his Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, John R. Lane, who manifested extraordinary
abilities as a drill master, and disciplinarian. *‘This perfec-
tion of drill, to which the excellent music of Captain Mickey’s
band greatly added, was a cause of just pride to every member
of the regiment, officers and men alike. Never was any
man prouder of his regiment and of his band, considered the
finest in the army of Northern Virginia, than Colonel Bur-
gwyn,” writes a member of the regiment.

RAWLS MILLS, 2 NOVEMBER, 1862.

The first opportunity afforded the Twenty-sixth regiment
to show of what stuff it was made, acting in an independent
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command, occurred in the engagement at Rawls’ Mills, in
Martin County, N. C.; in resisting General J. G. Foster’s
attempt to capture the regiment while on a reconnoissance in
the neighborhood of Washington, Beaufort County.

In his report of the expedition, General John G. Foster,
commanding the Federal troops in North Carolina, with
headquarters at New DBern, says he set out on 31 October,
1862, from New Bern to capture the three regiments (Seven-
teenth, Twenty-sixth and Fifty-ninth North Carolina) forag-
ing through the Eastern counties of the State. He took three
brigades, 21 pieces of artillery and cavalry, with ample wagon
train, total 5,000 men.

On 2 November, 1862, Foster left Washington for Wil-
liamston. On the same evening he encountered the Twenty-
sixth Regiment at Little Creek. He says: “I ordered Colo-
nel Stevens, commanding Second DBrigade, to drive them
away. The engagement lasted one hour, when the enemy
being driven from their rifle pits by the effective fire of Bel-
ger’s Rhode Island Battery, retired to Rawls’ Mill. One
mile further on, where they made another stand in a recently
constructed field work, Belger’s battery and two batteries of
the Third New York artillery, after half an hour, sncceeded
in driving the enemy from their works, and across the bridge,
which they burned. We bivouacked on the field, and next
day proceeded to Williamston.”

The only Confederate troops to oppose these 5,000 of Fos-
ter were six companies of the Twenty-sixth Regiment, under
Colonel Burgwyn. Leaving four companies under Lienten-
ant-Colonel Lane, at Williamston, on the Roanoke river, Clol-
onel Burgwyn started ont on a reconnoissance to go as far as
Washington, N. C. He stationed two companies at Rawls’
Mills, under Captain MecLauchlin, of Company K, with or-
ders to fortify the position and proceeding with the remaining
four, reached the vieinity of Washington, N. C., just as Gen-
eral Foster was starting out to capture him.

Colonel Burgwyn had no cavalry or artillery., There were
two parallel roads leading out of Washington for William-
ston. Again, it was necessary to delay the Federal advance

22
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as much as possible, to give time to Colonel Ferebee, of the
Fifty-ninth Regiment (Fourth Cavalry) and Lieutenant-Col-
onel Lamb, in command of the Seventeenth Regiment, who
were in the neighborhood of Plymouth, to retrace their steps.
Dispatching a messenger toColonels Lamb and Ferebee, warn-
ing them of their danger, and one to Lieutenant-Colonel Lane,
with an order to join him at Rawls’ Mills, Colonel Burgwyn
determined to resist Foster’s advance at that point.

As soon as it was ascertained which of the two roads the
enemy had selected, Colonel Burgwyn chose the other and
started out in the race for Rawls’ Mills. On reaching the
Mills, he ordered Captain MecLauchlin to go down the road on
which Foster was advancing, and hold him in check at Little
Creek. Captain MeLauchlin, with Companies K and I,
reached Little Creek just as the enemy’s cavalry began to
cross, and attacked them with his handful of men.

Colonel Burgwyn, placing his four companies in the hastily
constructed breastworks at the Mills, awaited Foster’s ad-
vace. After Captain McLauchlin had been for soine time
engaged with the enemy at Little river, successfully defend-
ing the passage of the stream against Colonel Stevenson’s bri-
gade with cavalry and artillery, Colonel Burgwyn sent Com-
panies D and F, under command of Major Jones, to Cap-
tain MeLauchlin’s support. Fearing that a longer resist-
ance by so small a forece would result in its capture, Colonel
Burgwyn, after the fight had lasted over an hour, ordered
Captain McLauchlin to join him at the Mills, Here Gen-
eral Foster brought into action three batteries of artillery
against the six companies at the Mills, and succeeded, “ac-
cording to the General’s report,” after half an hour, in driv-
ing the enemy from his works, and across the bridge, which
they burned. The fact was, Colonel Burgwyn, having re-
ceived advices that Colonels Ferebee and Lamb were safe,
and Lieutenant-Colonel Lane having joined him from Wil-
liamston, concluded to retire in the night, so as not to disclose
the paucity of his force, and at his leisure fell back in the
direction of Tarboro, first burning the bridge at the Mill.
Captain MeLauchlin lost one killed, and three wounded.
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General Foster’s report admits a loss of six killed and eight
wounded.

After proceeding to within ten miles of Tarboro, “owing
to the exposed condition of his men and want of provisions,”
says General Foster, he abandoned any further advance, and
countermarched to Washington, and thence to New Bern.

It was a singular coincidence that the Federal General
(Foster) had been the tutor of his youthful antagonist ( Bur-
gwyn ), when the latter was a student at West Point, in 18586,
awaiting appointment in that institution, at which General
Foster, then Captain Foster, was one of the professors. The
art of war as taught by the professor was in this instance ap-
plied to his discomfiture by the pupil.

FOSTER S EXPEDITION AGAINST GOLDSBORO.

In December, 1862, General Foster started out from New
Bern to destroy the railroad bridge over the Neuse river, and
capture Goldsboro, N. C. Major-General S. (. French, who
was in command of the Department of North Carolina, under
Major-General G. W. Smith, commanding at Richmond, as-
sembled his forces to oppose him. On 17 December, 1862, a
spirited engagement took place near Goldsboro, in which Gen-
eral Foster was driven back, and he hastily retreated to New
Bern. Pettigrew’s brigade was not seriously engaged in this
action, but pursued General Foster on the latter’s retreat.

GENERAL D. H. HILL S ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE NEW BERN.

On 7 February, 1863, Major-General G. W. Smith re-
signed and Major-General D. H. Hill was again placed in
command of the troops in North Carolina. General Hill re-
solved on the capture of New Bern. General Pettigrew was
given command of the troops on the north side of the Neuse,
and General Hill had charge of those to operate on the south
side.

General Pettigrew with his brigade, started from Golds-
boro on 9 March, 1863. By rapid marches he reached the
enemy’s works at Barrington’s Ferry, near New Bern. The
Twenty-sixth Regiment was ordered at daylight into position
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to carry the place. Three 20-pound Parrott guns relied upon
to destroy the gunboats guarding the water approaches t0
New Bern, proved utterly worthless. One burst, the ammu-
nition was defective and their fire proved more injurious to
the Confederates than to the enemy. There was nothing to
do but to withdraw. “The only question,” says General Pet-
tiorew in his report, “was whether I should carry the works
before withdrawing. The Twenty-sixth Regiment had been
in waiting ever since daylight, and would have done it in five
minutes. The works we could not hold. There would be a
probable loss of a certain number of men sixty miles from a
hospital. I decided against it. It cost me a struggle after
so much labor and endurance to give up the eclat, but I felt
that my duty to my country required me to save my men for
some operation in which saerifice would be followed by conse-
quences. I therefore withdrew the whole command except
the Twenty-sixth Regiment, which remained within about
500 yards of the place, in order to cover the withdrawal of
Captain Whitford’s men. I cannot refrain from bearing tes-
fimony to the unsurpassed military good conduct of those
under me. In seven days they marched 127 miles; waded
swamps, worked in them by night and day, bivouaced in the
rain, some times without fire, never enjoyed a full night’s rest
after the first, besides undergoing a furious shelling, and
discharging other duties. All this without murmuring or
even getting sick.”

[t was not long before General Pettigrew had another
chance at the enemy, in which he was more fortunate. Gen-
eral Hill, with all his available forces, on 30 March, 1863,
invested General Foster in Washington, N. C. On 9 April,
1863, at Blount’s Creek, Pettigrew’s brigade met and defeated
General Spinola in the latter’s attempt to raise the siege.
Finding it impossible to capture the place after the enemy’s
gun boats had succeeded in passing the batteries at Rodman’s
Point, and thus reinforcing General Foster, after fourteen
days investment, General Hill withdrew, having failed in thig
attempt to capture the town.
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MAJOR GENERAL HARRY HETH § DIVISION.

On 1 May, 1863, Pettigrew’s Brigade was ordered to Rich-
mond to be ever thereafter attached to the Army of Nothern
Virginia. Taking position first at Hanover Junection, to
protect that important point in the enemy’s attempts to cap-
ture Richmond, the brigade, leaving the Forty-fourth Regi-
ment behind at the junction, as a guard, proceeded to Fred-
erickshburg, and now attached to Heth’s Division, set out on
15 June on the memorable march to invade Pennsylvania.

Heth’s Division, as then organized, was composed of Arch-
er’'s Tennessee, Davis’ Mississippi, Brockenborough’s Vir-
ginia, and Pettigrew’s North Carolina Brigades.

The division commander was a native of Virginia, a gradu-
ate of West Point, had served with distinetion in the war with
Mexico, and against the Indians on the frontier, and had re-
signed from the United States Army to accept service under
his native State. Promoted from Colonel of the Forty-fifth
Virginia Regiment to the command of a Virginia Brigade, he
won additional promotion by his services in the Chancellors-
ville campaign (Spring of 1863 ), and was now at the head of
a command ever to bear his name and to serve under him until
he, with its shattered remmants, surrendered at Appomattox.
“His earnest praise of the great qualities of his North Caro-
lina soldiers was unstinted. Even to the last, there was a
peculiar tension and quiver of the mouth when he would
speak of their almost God-like heroism at Gettysburg, and
the unheard of and never equalled slaughter that checked, but
never terrified them.”

MARCH TO GETTYSBURG.

Says a member of the regiment: “What a fine appearance
the regiment made as it marched out from its bivouac near
Fredericksburg that beautiful June morning. The men
beaming in their splendid uniforms; the colors flying, and the
drums beating ; everything seemed propitious of success, On
this march it was a real pleasure to see with what joy the peo-
ple who had hitherto been under the domination of the Fed-
erals, received us. We marched by way of Harper’s Ferry,
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where the gallows on which the notorious John Brown was
hanged, was pointed out to us. Our Colonel was one of the
cadets at the Virginia Military Institute at the time, and one
of those who had guarded John Brown while awaiting his ex-
ecution.

We crossed the Potomae at Shepherdstown and continued
our march and rested beyond the little town of Fayetteville,
Pa., on Sunday, 28 June, 1863. At this place the Chaplains
held services.

Alas, the last Sunday on earth to many a noble soul then
beating with such high hopes and aspirations. At this place
some of the men of our brigade robbed a farmer of a few of
his bee hives. This was regretted, for strict orders had been
given that on this great march into the enemy’s country, noth-
ing should be taken except such provisions as the commissa-
ries might require to be issued as rations and for which they
were willing to pay. It being suggested that some of the
men of the T'wenty-sixth got some of the honey, Colonel Bur-
gwyn and Lieutenant-Colonel Lave sought out the owner and
paid him for it. The farmers along our line of march were
quietly reaping and housing their grain. They did not seem
to be in the least frightened or dismayed by our presence, and
were left by us in the quiet and undisturbed possession of
their erops.

On 30 June, we halted at a little village named Cashtown,
on the Chambersburg Turnpike, about nine miles from Get-
tysburg, and were mustered preparatory to payment, and later
in the afternoon proceeded to within about three and one-half
miles of Gettysburg, just this side of a little ereek, crossed by
a stone bridge, where we filed to the right and bivouacked in a
beautiful grove. That night Lientenant-Colonel Lane was
entrusted with the charge of the picket lines. After the es-
tablishment of the line, two ladies, much distressed and
alarmed, because they were cut off from their houses, ap-
proached Colonel Lane who, assuring them that the Confeder-
ate soldier did not make war upon women and children, but
ever esteemed it his duty and privilege to protect them, ad-
vanced the picket line beyond their homes, which lay close by.

The same day General Pettigrew, with three regiments of
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his brigade, kept on to Gettysburg to procure shoes and other
army supplies for his men ; but meeting a strong force of the
enemy’s cavalry (two brigades of Buford’s Division), and
instructed not to bring on an engagement, General Pettigrew
retraced his steps and rejoined the rest of the division in
bivouac on the Chambersburg Turnpike, about three and a
half miles distant from the village of Gettysburg. That
night the men of Heth’s Division quietly dreamed of home
and loved ones in blissful ignorance of the momentous fact
that Meade’s great army was almost within their hearing.

GETTYSBURG, 1-3 JuLy, 1863.

A warning carbine shot from a vidette of Buford’s Cavalry
Division on the bridge over Marsh Creek, fired in the early
misty morn at the head of a column of infantry marching
rapidly down the Chambersburg Turnpike, was the opening
of the battle of Gettyshurg This infantry column was the
head of Heth’s Division, marching to ‘“feel the enemy” of
whose presence the skirmish of the afternoon before, had ap-
prised them. At once the leading brigade (Archer’s) was
filed to the right, formed in line of battle, its left resting on
the turnpike and advanced to the front. Davis’ brigade,
forming in a similar manner on the left of the pike, with its
right resting on the pike, also advanced. DPettigrew’s and
Brockenborough’s Brigades, for the present, were held in re-
serve. Says a member of the Twenty-sixth Regiment: “As
the head of the Twenty-sixth Regiment reaches the summit
of the hill beyond the bridge crossing Marsh Creek, the enemy
opens fire, sweeping the road with their artillery. There
is some little excitement, but it soon disappears as Colonel
Burgwyn riding along the line in his grandest style, com-
mands in his clear, firm voice, ‘Steady boys, steady.” ”

The regiment filed off to the right about a hundred yards,
when General Pettigrew and staff appeared on the field. He
was mounted on his beautiful dappled gray. Never before
had he appeared to greater advantage. His command wasg
“echelon by battalion, the Twenty-sixth Regiment by the left
flank.” Colonel Burgwyn gave his Regiment the command,
March! Then, as each regiment of the brigade marching to
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the right, uncovered the regiment in its front, its commander
gave the order “By the left flank, March,” and thus in a few
moments, and by the quickest tactical movement the brigade
was in line of battle, marching to the front in the following
order from left to right, Twenty-sixth Regiment, Kleventh
Regiment, Forty-seventh Regiment, and Fifty-second Regi-
ment, each under the command of its respective Colonel.

Advancing in line of battle, the brigade was halted to
await orders. Let us turn now to see what the Federals were
doing.

On the night of 30 June, 1863, General Buford, in com-
mand of the advance division of cavalry of the Federal army,
bivouacked his division on the western side of McPherson’s
ridge, which slopes down by a gentle descent to Willoughby’s
Run at the bottom. This ridge ran north and south, and
about 400 yards to the west of the Seminary, which is about
one-quarter of a mile to the west of Gettysburg. About 11 a.
m. on 30 June, General Buford had entered Gettysburg by
the Kmmetsburg road, just as the head of Pettigrew’s brigade
was coming up on the Chambersburg turnpike, and as here-
tofore stated, there was a skirmish, and General Pettigrew
withdrew, not wishing to bring on an engagement. At 10:30
that night, General Buford telegraphed General Meade “he
is satisfied that A. P. Hill’s Corps is massed just back of
Cashtown.” s Archer’s Brigade advanced, it met Buford’s
pickets stretching along Willoughby run. Driving them in
and rapidly advancing across the run, he struck Buford’s main
line—Gamble’s Brigade composed of the Eighth New York,
Kighth Illinois, two squadrons Twelfth Illinois, three squad-
rons Third Indiana Cavalry and Calif’s Horse Artillery of
six J-inch rifle guns, now dismounted and acting as infantry,
and posted along MePherson’s ridge and in MePherson’s
woods. These troops Archer was steadily driving back up
the slope, when he suddenly found himself enveloped between
the extended lines of Meredith’s (Iron) Brigade, of Wads-
worth’s Division of the First Army Corps just arrived on
the scene at double quick. Major-General A. Doubleday in
his report of the battle of Gettysburg, thus deseribes this ac-
tion.
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“The enemy (Archer’s Brigade) were already in the woods
and advaneing at double quick to seize this central important
position (MePherson’s woods). The Iron Brigade led by
the Second Wisconsin, in line followed by the other regi-
ments, deployed en echelon, and without a moment’s hesita-
tion charged with the utmost steadiness and fury and hurled
the enemy back into the run, and captured, after a sharp and
desperate confliet, nearly one thousand prisoners, including
General Archer. (General Heth places the number captured
at 60 or 70.) General Archer was captured by Private Pat-
rick Maloney, Company G, of the Second Wisconsin. Malo-
ney was subsequently killed.” *“On the left,” says General
Heth, “Davis’ Brigade advanced driving the enemy and cap-
turing his batteries, but was unable to hold the position, the
enemy concentrating on his front and flank an overwhelming
force. The Brigade held its position until every field officer
save two was shot down.” DBy reference to General Wads-
worth’s report, it is seen that it was Cutler’s Brigade, assisted
by Second Maine Battery that was attacked by Davis’ Bri-
gade. General Wadsworth says: ‘““The right became sharply
engaged before the line was formed. At this time, 10:15 a.
m., our gallant leader (General John F. Reynolds, command-
ing the First Corps, Army of the Potomac) fell mortally
wounded. The regiments encountered heavy force, were out-
numbered, outflanked and after a resolute contest, fell back
in good order to Seminary Ridge near town. As they fell
back, followed by the enemy, the Fourteenth New York State
Militia, Sixth Wisconsin and Ninety-fifth New York Volun-
teers, gallantly charged on the advancing enemy and captured
a large number of prisoners, including two entire regiments
with their flags.” Lieutenant-Colonel Rufus R. Dawes, com-
manding the Sixth Wisconsin, says in his report: “Major
John A. Blair, commanding the Second Mississippi Volun-
teers, upon my demand, surrendered his sword and regiment
to me, T officers and 225 men.”

From this severe round, to use a pugilist’s expression, both
sides took a breathing spell and reformed to renew the at-
tack. Says General Heth: “The enemy had now been felt
and the division now was formed in line of battle on the right
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of the road as follows. Archer’s, now commanded by Colonel
B. D. Fry, of the Thirteenth Alabama, on the right; Petti-
grew in the centre, and Brockenborough on the left. Davis’
Brigade was kept on the left of the road to collect 1its strag-
glers ; from its shattered condition it was not deemed advisable
to bring it into action again on that day.” It did, however, par-
ticipate later in the action. After resting in line for an hour
or more, orders came to attack the enemy in my front with
the notification that Pender’s Division would support me.”
Let us glance a moment at the character, numbers and posi-
tion of the enemy which General Heth was now to assault
with his two sound and one crippled brigade, and make, con-
sidering the fierceness with which it was made, the obstinacy
with which it was met and the fearful loss in killed and
wounded sustained on both sides, the most notable charge in
all the battles of the war between the States.

A recent writer, John M. Vanderslice, author of a work
called “Gettysburg. Then and Now,” a gallant Union sol-
dier, places the relative positions of the opposing forces at 11
a. m., 1 July, 1863, as follows: Heth’s division oecupied the
extreme right, with Archer’s Brigade on the right; next Pet-
tigrew’s, then Brockenhorough’s, then Davis’. Facing these
Confederate troops, there was Meredith’s Iron Brigade, oceu-
pying MePherson’s woods. On the left of the woods was
placed Biddle’s Brigade and on the right of the woods was
Stone’s Brigade. The One Hundred and Fifty-first Penn-
sylvania Regiment of Biddle’s Brigade was in reserve, so
there were three regiments of that Brigade with Cooper’s
Battery in the action at the beginning. These several bri-
gades were organized as follows: Meredith’s Iron Brigade,
Nineteenth Indiana, Twenty-fourth Michigan, Second, Sixth
and Seventh Wisconsin Regiments

Biddle’s Brigade, Eightieth New York, One Hundred and
Twenty-first, One Hundred and Forty-second and One Hun-
dred and Fifty-first Pennsylvania Regiments.

Stone’s Brigade, One Hundred and Forty-third, One Hun-
dred and Forty-ninth and One Hundred and Fiftieth Penn-
sylvania Regiments.

These regiments in these brigades were posted as follows:
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Counting from left to right. Biddle’s extreme left regi-
ment One Hundred and Twentieth Pennsylvania. Next on
right Eightieth New York, then Cooper’s Battery, then One
Hundred and Forty-second Pennsylvania. Meredith’s Iron
Brigade, extreme left regiment Nineteenth Indiana; next
Twenty-fourth Michigan, next Seventh Wisconsin, and on
the extreme right Second Wisconsin. The Sixth Wisconsin
was in reserve. Stone’s Brigade was not engaged with any of
Pettigrew’s men, but confronted the remnants of Davis’ Bri-
gade and the Forty-seventh and Fifty-fifth Virginia Regi-
ments of Brockenborough’s. Archer’s Brigade on the Con-
federate extreme right overlapped Biddle’s Brigade on the
Federal extreme left, but Pettigrew’s Brigade of four regi-
ments, being in full ranks, and Biddle’s three regiments not
large, the two left regiments of Pettigrew’s lapped over and
confronted the left of the Iron Brigade, bringing the Twen-
ty-sixth North Carolina Regiment with its 800 muskets in
front of the Nineteenth Indiana and the Twenty-fourth Mich-
igan, numbering together 784, rank and file.

The position of the Iron Brigade in MePherson’s woods
was not a straight line ; the Nineteenth Indiana and Twenty-
fourth Michigan formed nearly a straight line parallel with
Willoughby Run, but its next regiment, the Seventh Wiscon-
sin, on the right of the Twenty-fourth Michigan, was formed
obliquely to the rear to confront an enemy attacking from its
right flank, and also so as not to get outside of the protection
of the woods, which General Doubleday says in his report
““possessed all the advantages of a redoubt.” Then on the
right of the Seventh Wisconsin, the Second Wisconsin was
formed connecting with the left of Stone’s Brigade. Thus it
appears the Twenty-sixth North Carolina regiment faced the
front of the Iron Brigade, which consisted of the two regi-
ments, the Nineteenth Indiana and the Twenty-fourth Mich-
igan, but the Confederate troops charging these two regi-
ments in the woods were subjected to the fire from the men of
Biddle’s Brigade and of Cooper’s battery on their right; and
it was from the fire of this battery, one of the best batteries of
the Federal forces, that the Twenty-sixth regiment suffered
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severely, especially while charging across Willoughby Run,
and reforming thereafter.

The situation then at 2 o’clock p. m., 1 July, 1863, 1s
this: The Iron Brigade in line of battle in MecPherson’s
woods is waiting the assault of Pettigrew’s brigade, with the
Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment of said brigade
directly in their front, separated by Willoughby Run and
disant about 300 yards.

The regiments of Pettigrew’s Brigade were in line by
echelon, the Twenty-sixth being in the advance and the Elev-
enth on its right some distance in the rear; the Forty-seventh
regiment in rear of the Eleventh, and the Fifty-second in
rear of the Forty-seventh. This made the Confederate troops
appear to the enemy’s vision, as in several lines of battle,
whereas there was only one line of battle, and as the fight
progressed, these regiments came up successively and formed
one single line in the attack. They had, however, as their
support Pender’s division, some distance in the rear.

THE IRON BRIGADE.—ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

The author of the History of the Twenty-fourth Michigan
Regiment of this Brigade, thus acecounts for its name and
gives its record. Its cognomen, “Iron Brigade,” was given
them by General MeClellan for intrepidity in the battle of
South Mountain, 15 September, 1862. In proportion to its
numbers it sustained the heaviest loss of any brigade in the
Union army. Its loss at Gettysburg, first day’s fight, was
1,153 out of 1,883 engaged, or 61 per cent. The Second Wis-
consin sustained the greatest percentage of loss in killed and
wounded of all the 2,000 regiments in the Union army. Its
loss at Gettysburg was T7 per cent. of those engaged.

The Sixth Wisconsin had a total loss of 867 killed and
wounded during the war, and the officer in command of the
Second Mississippi Regiment of Davis’ Brigade with 232 of
his regiment and its colors, surrendered to this regiment in
the early part of the first day’s fight.

The Seventh Wisconsin met with the greatest loss of any
regiment in the Union army at the battles of the Wilder-
ness, and had 1,016 men killed and wounded during the war.
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The Nineteenth Indiana in its first battle at Manassas, sus-
tained a loss of 61 per cent., 259 out of 423 engaged, and the
Twenty-fourth Michigan sustained the greatest loss of any
regiment in the Union army at Gettysburg, 80 per cent., viz.
397 out of 496.

M PHERSON 8§ WOODS.

General Doubleday says: “On the most westerly of these
ridges (McPherson’s) General Reynolds had directed his line
to be formed. A small piece of woods (in the shape of a ree-
tangular parallelogram) cut the line of battle in about two
equal parts. These woods possessed all the advantage of a
redoubt strengthening the centre of the line and enfilading
the enemy’s columns should they advance in the open spaces
on either side. I deemed the extremity of the woods which
extended to the summit of the ridge, to be the key of the
position, and urged that portion of Meredith’s (Iron) Bri-
gade—the western men assigned to its defense—to hold it to
the last extremity. Full of the memory of their past achieve-
ments, they replied cheerfully and proudly: ‘If we can’t hold
it, where will you find the men who can " ”

Major John T. Jones, of the Twenty-sixth North Caro-
lina Regiment, who commanded Pettigrew’s Brigade after the
third day’s fight, and made the official report for the brigade,
dated 9 Aungust, 1863, thus describes the field:

“In our front was a wheat field about a fourth of a mile
wide, then came a branch (Willoughby Run) with thick un-
derbrush and briers skirting the banks. Beyond this again
was an open field with the exception of a wooded hill (Me-
Pherson’s woods) directly in front of the Twenty-sixth Regi-
ment, and about covering its front. Skirmishers being
thrown out, we remained in line of battle until 2 p. m., when
orders to advance were given.”

THE CIHARGE.

The Twenty-sixth was the extreme left regiment of Petti-
grew’s Brigade. It directly faced McPherson’s woods and
its front about covered the width of the woods. The Iron
- Brigade occupied these woods; the open space on the left of
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the woods (Confederate right) was defended by Biddle’s
Pennsylvania Brigade of four regiments with Cooper’s Bat-
tery in the centre, the open space on the right of the woods
(Confederate left) was defended by Stone’s Pennsylvania
Brigade with three regiments. Stewart’s Battery B, Fourth
United States Artillery attached to the Iron Brigade, was
posted on the right and rear supporting Stone’s Brigade, but
in a position to sweep any part of the field. A Northern
writer says: “There is no doubt, more men fell at Stewart’s
guns than in any other battery in the Union armies.” Com-
pany F, of the Twenty-sixth Regiment, was on the left of the
colors. Company E on the right and Companies A and G
near the centre. The position of these companies nearest the
flag accounts for their disproportionate losses in the battle.

A member of the Twenty-sixth regiment thus describes
the situation: ‘“While we were still lying down impatiently
waiting to begin the engagement, the right of the regiment
was greatly annoyed by some sharpshooters stationed on the
top of a large old farm house to our right. Colonel Burgwyn
ordered a man sent forward to take them down, when Lieuten-
ant J. A. Lowe, of Company G, volunteered. Creeping for-
ward along a fence until he got a position from whence he
could see the men behind the chimney who were doing the
shooting, he soon silenced them.

During all this time, Hill was bringing up his Corps and
placing it in position. Colonel Burgwyn became quite impa-
tient to engage the enemy, saying we were losing precious
time ; but Hill did not come, and we had nothing to do but to
wait for his arrival on the field. However, we were keeping
our men as quiet and comfortable as possible, sending details
to the rear for water, and watching the movements of the en-
emy. The enemy’s sharpshooters occasionally reminded us
that we had better cling close to the bosom of old mother
earth.

Many words of encouragement were spoken and some jokes
were indulged in. Religious services were not held, as they
should have been, owing to the absence of our Chaplains. All
this time the enemy were moving with great rapidity.
Directly in our front across the wheat field was a wooded hill
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(MePherson’s woods). On this hill the enemy placed what we
were afterwards informed was their famous “Iron Brigade.”
They wore tall, bell-crowned black hats, which made them
conspicuous in the line. The sun was now high in the heav-
ens. General Ewell’s Corps had come up on our left and had
engaged the enemy. Never was a grander sight beheld. The
lines extended more than a mile, all distinetly visible to us.
When the battle waxed hot, now one of the armies would be
driven, now the other, while neither seemed to gain any ad-
vantage. The roar of artillery, the crack of musketry and
the shouts of the combatants, added grandeur and solemnity
to the scene. Suddenly there came down the line the long
awalted command “Attention.” The time of this command
could not have been more inopportune; for our line had in-
spected the enemy and we well knew the desperateness of the
charge we were to make; but with the greatest quickness the
regiment obeyed. All to a man were at once up and ready,
every officer at his post, Colonel Burgwyn in the center, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Lane on the right, Major Jones on the left.
Our gallant standard-bearer, J. B. Mansfield, at once stepped
to his position—four paces to the front, and the eight color
guards to their proper places. At the command “Forward,
march !”” all to a man stepped off, apparently as willingly and
as proudly as if they were on review. The enemy at once
opened fire, killing and wounding some, but their aim was
too high fo be very effective. All kept the step and made as
pretty and perfect a line as regiment ever made, every man
endeavoring to keep dressed on the colors. We opened fire on
the enemy. On, on, we went, our men yet in pertect line, until
we reached the branch (Willoughby’s Run) in the ravine.
Here the briers, reeds and underbrush made it difficult to pass,
and there was some crowding in the centre, and the enemy’s
artillery (Cooper’s Battery) on our right, getting an enfilade
fire upon us, our loss was frightful ; but our men erossed in
good order and immediately were in proper position again,
and up the hill we went, firing now with befter execution.
The engagement was becoming desperate. It seemed that
the bullets were as thick as hail stones in a storm. At his
post on the right of the regiment and ignorant as to what was
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taking place on the left, Lieutenant-Colonel Lane hurries to
the center. He is met by Colonel Burgwyn, who informs
him “it is all right in the centre and on the left; we have
broken the first line of the enemy,” and the reply comes, “we
are in line on the right, Colonel.”

At this time the colors have been cut down ten times, the
color guard all killed or wounded. We have now struck the
second line of the enemy where the fighting is the fiercest and
the killing the deadliest. Suddenly Captain W. W. Me-
Creery, Assistant Inspector General of the Brigade, rushes
forward and speaks to Colonel Burgwyn. He bears him a
message. ‘‘Tell him,” says General Pettigrew, “his regiment
has covered itself with glory today.” Delivering these en-
couraging words of his commander, Captain MeCreery, who
had always contended that the Twenty-sixth would fight bet-
ter than any regiment in the brigade, seizes the flag, waves 1t
aloft and advancing to the front, is shot through the heart
and falls, bathing the flag in his life’s blood. Lieutenant
George Wilcox, of Company H, now rushes forward, and pull-
ing the flag from under the dead hero, advances with it. In
a few steps he also falls with two wounds in his body.

The lines hesitates; the crisis is reached ; the colors must
advance. Telling Lieutenant-Colonel Lane of the words of
praise from their brigade commander just heard, with orders
to impart it to the men for their encouragement, Colonel Bur-
gwyn seizes the flag from the nerveless grasp of the gallant
Wilcox, and advances, giving the order “Dress on the colors.”
Private Frank Honeycutt, of Company B, rushes from the
ranks and asks the honor to advance the flag. Turning to
hand the colors to this brave young soldier, Colonel Burgwyn
1s hit by a ball on the left side, which, passing through both
lungs, the force of it turns him around and, falling, he is
canght in the folds of the flag and carries it with him to the
ground. The daring Honeycut survives his Colonel but a
moment and shot through the head, now for the thirteenth
time the regimental colors are in the dust.

Kneeling by his side, Lientenant-Colonel Lane stops for a
moment to ask: “My dear Colonel, are you severely hurt 2
A bowed head and motion to the left side and a pressure of
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the hand is the only response; but “he looked as pleasantly as
if victory was on his brow.” Reluectantly leaving his dying
commander to go where duty ecalls him, Lieutenant-Colonel
Lane hastens to the right, meets Captain McLauchlin, of
Company K, tells him of General Pettigrew’s words of praise,
but not of his Colonel’s fall ; gives the order “Close your men
quickly to the left. I am going to give them the bayonet’;
hurries to the left, he gives a similar order, and returning to
the center finds the colors still down. Colonel Burgwyn and
the brave boy private, Franklin Honeycut, lying by them.
Colonel Lane raises the colors. Lieutenant Blair, Company
I, rushes out, saying: ‘‘No man can take these colors and
live.” Lane replies: “It is my time to take them now’ ; and
advancing with the flag, shouts at the top of his voice:
“T'wenty-sixth, follow me.”” The men answer with a yell and
press forward. Several lines of the enemy have given away,
but a most formidable line yet remains, which seems deter-
mined to hold its position. Volleys of musketry are fast
thinning out those left and only a skeleton line now remains.
To add to the horrors of the scene, the battle smoke has set-
tled down over the combatants making it almost as dark as
night. With a cheer the men obey the command to advance,
and rush on and upward to the summit of the hill, when
the last line of the enemy gives way and sullenly retires from
the field through the village of Gettysburg to the heights be-
vond the cemetery.

Just as the last shots are firing, a sergeant in the Twenty-
fourth Michigan Regiment (now the President of the Iron
Brigade Veteran Association, Mr. Charles H. McConnell, of
Chicago), attracted by the commanding figure of Colonel
Lane carrying the colors, lingers to take a farewell shot, and
resting his musket on a tree, he waits his opportunity. When
about thirty steps distant, as Colonel Lane turns to see if his
regiment is following him, a ball fired by this brave and reso-
lute adversary, strikes him in the back of the neck just below
the brain, which crashes through his jaw and mouth, and for
the fourteenth and last time the colors are down. The red

23
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field was won, but at what a cost to the victor as well as to
the vanquished.

LOSSES IN THE FIRST DAY § FIGHT.

Pettigrew’s brigade was opposed on the first day at Get-
tysburg to the best troops in the Federal army, viz: Biddle’s
Pennsylvania and Meredith’s (Iron) Brigade of Western
troops. The Twenty-sixth Regiment fought at one or an-
other period of the charge, the Nineteenth Indiana and
Twenty-fourth Michigan, of the Iron Brigade, and the One
Hundred and Fifty-first Pennsylvania, of Biddle’s Brigade,
which came to the support of the Federal second line. Says
the author of “Gettyshurg, Then and Now,” published in
1899: “While the fighting had been going on upon the Fed-
eral right Pettigrew also made a desperate attack on Biddle’s
Brigade. The Fifty-second North Carolina overlapping the
line had attacked the One Hundred and Twenty-first Penn-
sylvania on the left flank, eompelling it to change front and
the Forty-seventh and Eleventh North Carolina encountered
the Twentieth New York and One Hundred and Forty-sec-
ond Pennsylvania, while at the same time the Twenty-sixth
North Carolina fighting its way up the woods, was penetrat-
ing a gap between the One Hundred and Forty-second Penn-
sylvania and the Nineteenth Indiana, of Meredith’s (Iron)
Brigade, the left of which had been forced back.

At this juncture the One Hundred and Fifty-first Penn-
sylvania which was in reserve near the Seminary, rushed to
the front and met the Twenty-sixth North Carolina in one of
the bloodiest struggles that took place on the field, as will be
noticed when the losses of these regiments are stated.”

Quoting again from Major Jones’ official report of the part
taken by Pettigrew’s Brigade in the battle of Gettysburg, he
says:

“The Brigade moved forward in beautiful style, in quick
time, on a line with the brigade on our left commanded by
Colonel Brockenborough. When nearing the branch (Wil-
loughby Run) the enemy poured a galling fire into the left
of the brigade from the opposite bank where they had massed
in heavy force, while we were in line of battle awaiting the
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order to advance. The Forty-seventh and Fifty-second North
Carolina, although exposed to a hot fire from artillery and
infantry, lost but few men in comparison with the Eleventh
and Twenty-sixth. On went the command across the branch
and up the opposite slope, driving the enemy at the point of
the bayonet back upon-their second line.

“The second line was encountered by the Twenty-sixth reg-
iment, while the other regiments were exposed to a heavy ar-
tillery shelling. The enemy’s single line in the field on our
right, was engaged prineipally with the right of the Eleventh
North Carolina and the Forty-seventh North Carolina. The
enemy did not perceive the Fifty-second North Carolina,
which flanked their left until the Fifty-second discovered
themselves by a raking and destructive fire by which the en-
emy’s line was broken.

“On the second line the fighting was terrible, our men ad-
vancing, the enemy stubbornly resisting, until the two lines
were pouring volleys into each other at a distance not greater
than twenty paces. At last the enemy were compelled to give
way. They again made a stand in the woods, and the third
time they were driven from their positions losing a stand of
colors which was taken by the Twenty-sixth regiment, but
owing to some carelessness, they were left behind and were
picked up by some one else.”

Let us quote now from the other side in obedience to the
maxim “Fas esl ab hoste doceri.” Colonel Henry A. Morrow,
Twenty-fourth Michigan, a native of Warrenton, Va., who as
a young man moved to Detroit, Mich., and was a City Judge
there in 1862, and raised the regiment of which he was ap-
pointed to the command, in his report of the battle, says: “I
gave directions to the men to withhold their fire until the en-
emy should come within short range of our guns. This was
done. Their advance was not checked and they came on with
rapid strides yelling like demons. The Nineteenth Indiana,
on our left, fought most gallantly, but was forced back. The
left of my regiment was now exposed to an enfilade fire and
orders were given for this portion of the line to swing back so
as to face the enemy now on our flank. Pending the execu-
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tion of this movement, the enemy compelled me to fall back
and take a new position a short distance in the rear.

“The gecond line was promptly formed and we made a des-
perate resistance, but we were forced to fall back and take up
a third position beyond a slight ravine. My third color-
bearer was killed on this line. Augustus Ernst, Company K.

“By this time the ranks were so diminished that scarcely a
fourth of the force taken into action could be rallied. Cap-
tain Andrew Wagner, Company F, one of the color guard,
took the colors and was ordered by me to plant them in a po-
sition to which I designed to rally the men. He was wounded
in the breast and left the field. I now took the flag from the
ground where it had fallen and was rallying the remnant of
my regiment, when Private William Kelly, of Company E,
took the colors from my hands, remarking as he did so, “The
Colonel of the Twenty-fourth Michigan shall never carry the
colors while T am alive.” He was killed instantly. Private
Lilburn A. Spaulding, Company K, seized the colors and
bore them for a time. Subsequently I took them from him to
rally the men and kept them until T was wounded.

“We had inflicted severe loss on the enemy, but sve were un-
able to maintain our position, and were forced back step by
step, contesting every foot of the ground to the barricade west
of the Seminary building. The field over which we fought
from our first line of battle in McPherson’s woods to the
barricade near the Seminary, was strewn with the killed and
wounded.

“Our losses were very large, exceeding perhaps the losses
sustained by any regiment of equal size in a single engage-
ment of this or any other war.  The strength of the regi-
ment on 1 July, 1863, was 28 officers and 468 rank and
file, total 496. We lost, killed 8 officers and 59 men.
Wounded, 13 officers and 197 men. Missing or captured, 3
officers and 83 men. Nearly all our wounded, myself among
them, fell into the hands of the enemy. The flag of the regi-
ment wag carried by no less than nine persons, four of the
number were killed and three wounded. All the color guard
were killed or wounded.”

Returning to Confederate sources for accounts of the he-
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roic conduct of the Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment,
I quote from his official report of the battle, made by Major-
(General Heth, commanding the division:

“Pettigrew’s Brigade under the leadership of that gallant
officer and accomplished scholar, Brigadier-General J. John-
ston Pettigrew (now lost to his country), fought as well and
displayed as heroic courage, as it was ever my fortune to wit-
ness on a battlefield. The number of its own gallant dead
and wounded as well as the large number of the enemy’s dead
and wounded left on the field over which it fought, attests bet-
ter than any communication of mine, the gallant part it
played on 1 July. In one instance, when the Twenty-sixth
North Carolina Regiment encountered the second line of the
enemy, its (Twenty-sixth Regiment’s) dead marked its line
of battle with the accuracy of a line at dress parade.”

Under date of 9 July, 1863, less than a week before his
fatal wounding at Falling Waters (14 July, 1863), General
Pettigrew writes Governor Vance as follows: “Knowing
that you would be anxious to hear from your old regiment, the
Twenty-sixth, I embrace an opportunity to write you a hasty
note. It cavered itself with glory. It fell to the lot of the
Twenty-sixth to charge one of the strongest positions possible.
They drove three, and we have every reason to believe, five
regiments out of the woods with a gallantry unsurpassed.
Their loss has been heavy, very heavy, but the missing are on
the battlefield and in the hospital. Both on the first and
third days your old command did honor to your associa-
tion with them and to the State they represent.”

Captain J. J. Young, regimental Quartermaster of the
Twenty-sixth regiment, under date of 4 July, 1863, writes
Governor Vance as follows:

“The heaviest conflict of the war has taken place in this
vicinity. It commenced July 1st, and raged furiously until
late last night. Heth’s Division, A. P. Hill’s Corps, opened
the ball and Pettigrew’s Brigade was the advance. We went
in with over 800 men in the regiment. There came out of
the first day’s fight 216 all told, unhurt. Yesterday they
were again engaged, and now have only about 80 men for
duty. To give you an idea of the frightful loss in officers,
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Heth being wounded, Pettigrew commanded the division
(Pettigrew had the bones of his left hand crushed by a grape
shot, but remained on the field with his hand in splints), and
Major Jones our brigade. (Jones was also slightly wounded,
but refused to leave the field). Eleven men were shot down
the first day with the colors (afterwards ascertained to be
fourteen). Yesterday they were lost. Poor Colonel Bur-
oewyn was shot through both lungs and died shortly after-
ward. His loss is great, for he had few equals of his age.
Captain W. W. MecCreery, Inspector on General Pettigrew’s
staff, was shot through the heart and instantly killed. As-
sistant Adjutant-General N. Collins Hughes mortally
wounded. Lieutenant Walter M. Robertson, Brigade Ord-
nance Officer, severely wounded ; with them, Lieutenant-Col-
onel Lane through the neck, jaw and mouth, I fear mortally;
Adjutant James B. Jordan in the hip, severely; Captain J.
T. Adams, shoulder, seriously ; Stokes McRae, thigh broken
Captain William Wilson, killed; Lieutenants W. W. Rich-
ardson and J. B. Holloway have died of their wounds. It is
thought Lieutenant M. McLeod and Captain N. G. Bradford
will die; Captain J. A. Jarrett, wounded in face and hand.
Yesterday Captain S. P. Wagg was shot through by grape,
and instantly killed. Alex. Saunders was wounded and J.
R. Emerson left on the field dead. Captain H. C. Albright is
the only Captain left in the regiment. Lieutenants J. A.
Lowe, M. B. Blair, T. J. Cureton (this officer was wounded
in shoulder), and C. M. Sudderth are the only officers not
wounded.  Major Jones was struck by a fragment of a shell
on the 1st and knocked down and stunned on the 3rd, but re-
fused to leave the field.

“Our whole division numbers only 1,500 or 1,600 effective
men as officially reported, but, of course, a good many will
still come in.  The division at the beginning numbered about
8,000 effective men. Yesterday in falling back we had to
leave the wounded, hence the uncertainty of a good many
being killed yesterday evening.”

Going 1nto particulars of losses: Company F, from (Cald-
well County, commanded by Captain R. M. Tuttle (now a
Presbyterian minister at Collierstown, Va.), went into the
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battle with three officers and 88 muskets. Thirty-one were
killed or died of wounds received in the battle. Sixty were
wounded, fifty-nine of whom were disabled for duty. Ser-
geant Robert Hudspeth was the only man able to report for
duty after the fight, and he had been knocked down and
stunned by the explosion of a shell. In this company were
three sets of twin brothers, at the close of the battle, five of
the six lay dead on the field.

Companies I and F of this regiment were from Caldwell
County. The men composing these companies had been
reared along the slopes of the Great Grandfather Mountain.
They had been accustomed from boyhood to hunt deer, the
bear, and the wolf in the lonely forests surrounding their
homes. They were enured to hardship, self-reliant, indefat-
igable and insensible to danger. Company F was on the left
of the colors, and Company E on the right. This latter com-
pany (Company E) suffered nearly as badly as Company F.
It carried 82 officers and men into the fight, and brought out
only two untouched.

Going into the particulars of the loss of Company E, 18
men were killed or mortally wounded, and 52 wounded on
the first day, and on the third day only two escaped. Every
officer in the company was wounded.

Company G lost 12 men killed and 58 wounded and miss-
ing, but the losses on each day are not given by Captain Al-
bright.

Company H had 17 killed and 55 wounded in the two days
battles. 1

The men composing these three companies were from the
historie counties of Chatham and Moore. Their ancestors
had fought at Alamance and Moore’s Bridge and Guilford
Court House, and from their youth up they had handled the
rifle in hunting the deer and wild turkey, and as General
Pettigrew said of them, “they shot as if they were shooting at
squirrels.”

Company A, from Ashe County, the same class of moun-
taineers of whom we have spoken above in referring to Com-
panies F and I, took into action 92, rank and file. Eleven
were killed and 66 wounded in the first day’s fight, and on the
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third day, its Captain (Wagg) was killed, and ten .Wﬂuﬂ'iﬂd
and missing out of fourteen taken into the fight. Lieutenant
J. A. Polk, commanding Company K when the muster roll
was signed 31 August, 1863, states every officer was wn.un.ded
at Gettysburg, 16 men killed and 50 wounded and missing.
He does not give the number taken into action.

As to the loss sustained by the regiment as a whole, we may
rely upon the statements of Northern writers who have com-
piled them from the official records in the War Department
at Washington, D. C. Colonel William F. Fox, of Albany,
N. Y., in his book, “Regimental Losses in the Civil War,” a
work of recognized aunthority—places the loss of the Twenty-
sixth Regiment in the first day’s fight at 86 killed and 502
wounded, out of 800 taken into action. He says: “On the
third day’s fight in Pickett’s charge, they lost 120, recorded
as missing.” In a letter to the writer dated 30 September,
1889, Colonel Fox says: “My figures for the loss of the
Twenty-sixth North Carolina at Gettysburg, are taken from
the official report of Surgeon-General Lafayette Guild, C. S.
A., who obtained his figures from the nominal lists of the
killed and wounded made out in the field hospitals. In my
opinion, the 120 missing should also be included in the killed
and wounded ; but as they were not so reported officially, I
cannot substitute my opinion for official statistics. In a sec-
ond edition, which is now going through the press, I added the
losses for Bristoe Station, having obtained them from the War
Department since the publication of the first edition. In
thefe losses for Bristoe, I was surprised to see that the Twen-
ty-sixth North Carolina again heads the list. I took great pains
to verify the loss of the Twenty-sixth North Carolina at Get-
tyshurg, for I am inclined to believe that in time this regi-
ment will become as well known in history as the Light Bri-
gade at Balaklava.”

Colonel Fox further states in his book that this loss of the
Twenty-sixth Regiment was the greatest in mumbers and
greatest 1n per cent. of those taken into action of all the regi-
ments on either side in the Civil War in any one battle. Mr.
John M. Vanderslice, Director of the Gettysburg Memorial
Association, who was a private in Company D, Eighth Penn-
sylvania, was gazetted for distinguished services in action at
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Hatcher’s Run, 6 February, 1865, in his book, “Gettysburg,

Then and Now’’—writes thus:

“The loss of the Twenty-

sixth North Carolina Regiment should be 584 on the first
day and of the remaining 216, 130 were lost on the third, its
total loss in the battle being 588 killed and wounded and 126
missing out of 800 engaged. This brigade (Pettigrews’s)
lost over 500 additional on the third day.”

As a matter of historical interest, I append a list of the

losses in the several brigades that fought in and around Me-
Pherson’s woods on the first day at Gettysburg:

Union Troops.

Heth’s Division.

T .
LA
g2 | £ | &
=o | = |
ME | 2| R
[ Meredith 8 Iron Brigade—
2 WIBCODGIM. ... vinerennnne veannranenns ...l 182 | 51 | 302
6 Wisonsin ................. .. . ..... 146 | 22
7TWigconsin ...... ..... ... ..., e SRR 126 | 52 | 402
19 Indiana. ......coove i vt e, 160 | 50 | 338
24 MICBIEAR . onn pevvwsms S5 Eorn FREREREsE s 272 91 496
| Biddle’s Brigade—
B New Yark o ccssceasvsevaben o Seva 146 | 24 | 287
13 PenaYIVania : .o ouvisaiaass i wdve s 118 | 61 263
142 Pennsylvania, ......cviiviner dov canesen 141 | 70 | 291
151 Penusylvania ...... SRR 4 ] W2 U5 | 467
Stone's Brigade .............. SR maas s h74 | 279
RS STEEEE S s e 105 J
[ Gamble's Cavalry........... 83 | 28
[ Davis’ Missiscippi Brigade....... REE—— - L
Archer's Tenbessee Brigade..... ....vivinine. 160
Brockenborough's Vi rg‘inia BERADS vnvovinnn 148
] Pettigrew’s North Carolina Brigade—
11 North Carolina Regiment....... .. ..... .. (209
26 North Carolina Regiment. ......... Sy W | 4 588
47 North Carolina Regiment. ..... ... 11 161
52 North Carolina Regiment....... . | 147

1
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THIRD DAY'S BATTLE AT GETTYSBURG, 3 JULY, 1863.

Quoting again from Major John T. Jones’ report: “The
night of the first day’s fight (1 July, 1863) the brigade
bivouacked in the woods they had occupied previously to
making the charge. We remained in this position until the
evening of the 2nd, when we moved about a mile to our right
and took position in rear of our batteries facing the works
of the enemy on Cemetery Hill. We remained here until
about 12 o’clock on the 3rd, when our batteries opened upon
the enemy’s works. About 2 o’clock we were ordered to ad-
vance.”

A member of the regiment thus writes:

“On the second day, Pettigrew’s entire brigade rested. Gen-
eral Pettigrew showed great energy in recruiting his thinned
ranks. ITe commanded that all those not too severely wounded
should return to active duty and armed all the cooks and extra
duty men and every other man in any way connected with the
regiment. The regimental band (Captain Mickey’s band) was
ordered to play inspiring music to cheer the soldiers, whose
spirits were depressed at the loss of so many of their com-
rades, and in every way the condition of things was enliv-
ened. On the evening of the 2nd, General Pettigrew marched
his command to the place in the line from which the grand
charge was to be made next day. To the great surprise of
every one, the brigade seemed as ready for the fray on the
morning of the third day, as it had been on that of the
first.”

PICKETT 8 AND PETTIGREW'S CHARGE.

Quoting from the anthor of “Gettysburg, Then and Now” :
“There were two hours of comparative silence until 1 o’clock
p. m. when the signal gun was fired from Seminary Ridge,
by the Washington Artillery of New Orleans, and there was
opened between the 138 Confederate and the 80 Federal guns
the heaviest and most terrible artillery fire ever witnessed
upon any battle field in this country, if upon any in the world.
It opened so suddenly that the men were torn to pieces before
they could rise from the ground upon which they had been
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lolling. Some were stricken down with eigars in their mouths.
One young soldier was killed with the portrait of his sister in
his hand. The earth was thrown up in clouds. Splinters
flew from fences and rocks, and mingled with the roar of the
artillery were the groans of wounded men and the fierce
neighing of mangled horses.

“In the meantime the fresh troops of Pickett’s Confederate
division had been massed under cover of the slight ridge run-
ning between Seminary Ridge and the Emmettsburg road in
rear of the artillery. While Pettigrew’s Division (formerly
Heth’s) was massed to their rear and left behind Seminary
Ridge. In the rear of the right of Pickett were the brigades
of Wilcox and Perry, with that of Wright in reserve.

“In the rear of the right of Pettigrew were the brigades of
Scales, and Lane, of Pender’s Division, commanded by
Trimble. When the artillery ceased firing, these troops
moved from behind their cover and advanced majestically
across the field towards Clemetery Hill. Pickett’s Division
on the right, Pettigrew’s on its left and rear en echelon, sup-
ported by Secales’ and Lane’s brigades. Pickett’s division
was in line as follows: Kemper’s Brigade on the right, Gar-
nett on his left, while Armistead was in the rear. On the
left of Pickett were the four brigades of Pettigrew’s division.
Archer’s Brigade, commanded by Frye, next to Pickett; Pet-
tigrew’s, commanded by Marshall, of the Fifty-second North
Carolina Regiment, next on the left; Davis next, and Brock-
enborough on the extreme left.

“In the rear of Frye and Marshall, there were Scales’ Bri-
gade, commanded by Lowrance, and Lane’s Brigade, these
under Major-General Trimble, from Maryland. Together the
assaulting columns numbered 14,000. The point of direc-
tion was the small copse of trees to the left of Ziegler’s Grove,
held by Gibbon’s Division of the Second Corps. After ad-
vancing some distance the three brigades of Pickett’s division
made a half wheel to the left in order to move toward the ob-
jective point. MecGilvery’s forty guns (Federal artillery)
on the left, with those of the two batteries on Round Top,
opened a terrible fire upon them. As the division neared the
wall, it was joined on its left by Frye’s Brigade, and at the
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same time Lowrance’s North Carolina Brigade rushed from
its rear and joined Frye’s and Garnett at the angle of the
wall. The two guns of Cushing’s battery at the wall were
gilenced.

“The left of that charging column under Pettigrew and
Trimble, suffered as severely as the right under Pickett.
Great injustice has been done these troops by the prevailing
erroneous impressions that they failed to advance with those
of Pickett.

“Such is not the fact, as they were formed behind Seminary
Ridge they had over 1,300 yards to march under the terri-
ble fire to which they were exposed, while Pickett’s Division
being formed under cover of the intermediate ridge, had but
900 yards to march under fire. At first, the assaulting col-
umns advanced en echelon, but when they reached the Em-
mettshurg road, they were on a line, and together they crossed
the road. The left of Pettigrew’s command becoming first
exposed to the fearful enfilading fire upon their left flank
from the Eighth Ohio, and other regiments of Hay’s Division
and of Woodruft’s Battery and other troops, the men on that
part of the line (Brockenborough’s Brigade) either broke to
the rear or threw themselves on the ground for protection.

“But Pettigrew’s other brigades, Davis, Marshall and Frye,
with the brigades of Lowrance and Lane, under Trimble, ad-
vanced with Pickett to the stone wall and there fought desper-
ately. As the assaulting column reached the wall, Wileox’s
Alabama and Perry’s Florida Brigade to the right, marching
according to order, but becoming separated from Pickett,
had resumed the march to the left, and were now advancing
from the top of the crest, from behind which Pickett had
emerged, directly towards McGilvery’s batteries and the
Third Corps, but received by a severe fire from Stannard’s
Vermonters, who had changed front again, and exposed to a
severe artillery fire and seeing the commands of Pickett, Pet-
tigrew and Trimble repulsed, they withdrew under cover of
the hill. Thus ended this reckless and ever renowned effort
to carry Cemetery Hill by direct assault in the face of 100
cannon and the Federal Army.”
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Quoting from Major Jones’ report, he says:

“About 2 o’clock we were ordered to advance. It was an
open field about three-quarters of a mile in width., In
moving off there was some confusion in the line, owing to the
fact that it had been ordered to close in on the right on Pick-
ett’s division, while that command gave way to the left. This
was soon corrected, and the advance was made in perfect or-
der. When about half across the intermediate space the ene-
my opened on us a most destructive fire of grape and canister.
When within about 250 or 300 yards of the stone wall behind
which the enemy was posted, we were met by a perfect hail
storm of lead from their small arms. The brigade dashed on
and many had reached the wall when we received a deadly vol-
ley from the left. The whole line on the left had given way,
and we were being rapidly flanked, and with our thinnsd
ranks and in such a position it would have been folly to stand
against such odds.

“After this day’s fight but one field officer was left in the
brigade, and regiments that went in with Colonels came out
commanded by Lieutenants.”

A member of the Twenty-sixth Regiment thus deseribes the
charge:

“As soon as the fire of the artillery ceased, General Pect-
tigrew, his face lit up with the bright look it always wore
when in battle, rode up to Colonel Marshall, in command of
the brigade, and said: ‘Now Colonel, for the honor of tne
good Old North State. Forward.” Colonel Marshall promptly
repeated the command, which taken up by the regimental
commanders, the Twenty-sizth marched down the hill into
the valley between the two lines. As the forward march con-
tinued, our artillery would occasionally fire a shot over the
heads of the troops to assure them that they had friends in
the rear. |

“The brigade had not advanced far when the noble Mar-
shall fell, and the command of the brigade devolved on Major
Jones, of the Twenty-sixth, while that of the regiment on
Captain S. W. Brewer, of Company E, a man who proved on



366 NorTH CarorLiNa Troops, 1861-65.

that day as he has often since, that he was thoroughly quali-
fied to lead.

“The Confederate line was yet unbroken and still perfect,
when about half a mile from their works the enemy’s artillery
opened fire, sweeping the field with grape and canister; but
the line crossed the lane (Emmettsburg road) in good order.
When about 300 yvards from their works the musketry of the
enemy opened on us, but nothing daunted the brave men of
the Twenty-sixth pressed quickly forward and when the regi-
ment reached within about forty yards of the enemy’s works,
it had been reduced to a skirmish line. But the brave rem-
nant still pressed ahedad and the colors were triumphantly
planted on the works by J. M. Brooks and Daniel Thomas, of
Company E, when a ery came from the left, and 1t was seen
that the entire left of the line had been swept away.

“The Twenty-sixth now exposed to a front and enfilade fire,
there was no alternative but to retreat, and the order was ac-
cordingly given. Captain Cureton, of Company B, and oth-
ers, attempted to form the shattered remnants of the regiment
in the lane ( Emmettshurg road) but pressed by the enemy,
the attempt was abandoned.

General Pettigrew had his horse shot under him during the
charge, and though wounded (bones of his left hand shattered
by a grape shot) he was one of the last men of his division to
leave, and was assisted off the field by Captain Curcton,
whom he ordered to rally and form Heth’s division behind the
guns for their support. Pettigrew’s brigade promptly re-
sponded and formed when told where to go.

“By night a very good skirmish line had been collected and
the gallant old Twenty-sixth had 67 privates and 3 officers
present on the night of 3 July, 1863, out of 800 who went
into battle on the morning of 1 July. In this enumeration
the cooks and extra duty men and others who had been armed
are not counted. These T0 officers and men remained to sup-
port the artillery that night and all next day.”

As of historical interest, I append the losses of Pickatt’s,
Pettigrew’s and Trimble’s Division on this third day’s fight
at Gettysburg.



TwENTY-SIXTH REGIMENT. 367

o
A
BE| 5
= B
ME | =
Pickett's Division— |
Garnett’s Brigads, 8, 18, 19, 28 and 56 Virginia Regts. .. .. 402 | 539
Armistead’s Brigade, 9, 14, 38, 53 and 57 Virginia Regts...| 574 643
Kemper's Brigade, 1, 3,7, 11 and 24 Virginia Regts. ...... 462 | 317
1438 1499
Pettigrew’s Division—
Archer's Brigade. ...... .ottt e nen e A 830 | 112
Pettigrew's Brigade ....... ... ... ... . . i ien aann. 300 228
Davig’ Brigade......... .....coiiiiiiiintiinnn. N 244 160
874 | 500
Trimble’s Division—
JAREE BrIERAE . ...vcvvmviiss  wiams e aaseas e 264 | 176
Plonlel® BEHERIE .o ot e R o e At 125 85
|
389 ' 261

Adding the killed and wounded of Pettigrew’s Brigade on
the third day’s fight, viz., 300 ; to its killed and wounded on
the first day’s fight, viz., 1,105 ; and 1t makes a total loss of
1,405 killed and wounded sustained by these four North Car-
olina Regiments, which is within 33 of the loss in killed and
wounded sustained by the fifteen Virginia Regiments of
Pickett’s Division.

PICKETT OR PETTIGREW.

Quoting again from the author of “Gettysburg, Then and
Now”: “But why call this Pickett’s charge? In this as-
sault there were engaged forty-two Confederate Regiments.
In Pickett’s Division there were 15 Virginia Regiments. In
Pettigrew’s and Trimble’s there were 15 North Carolina Reg-
iments, 3 Mississippi, 3 Tennessee, 2 Alabama and 4 Vir-
ginia Regiments. In addition to the artillery fire, they
(Pettigrew and Trimble) encountered 9 Regiments of New
York, 5 of Pennsylvania, 3 of Massachusetts, 3 of Vermont,
1 Michigan, 1 Maine, 1 Minnesota, 1 New Jersey, 1 Connect-
icut, 1 Ohio, and 1 Delaware, in all 27 regiments.
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“Some prominent writers, even historians like Swinton
and Lossing, have said that the left of the line (Pettigrew’s
and Trimble’s Divisions) did not advance as was expected,
and that it was because these troops were not of the same
‘fine quality’ as those upon the right; that they were raw
and undisciplined, ete., ete. Yet, but two days before, these
same soldiers of Pettigrew and Trimble had fought around
Reynold’s Grove (McPherson’s woods) for six hours in a
struggle with the First Corps that is unsurpassed for bravery
and endurance, and where so many of their numbers had
fallen. There were in fact no better troops in the Confed-
eracy than they. Is history repeating herself ¥ If the event
is correctly recorded, there were at Thermopyle 300 Spar-
tans, 700 Thespians, and 300 Thebans. It is said the lat-
ter went over to the enemy, but the Thespians died to a man
at the pass with the Spartans. Yet for nearly twenty-four
centuries, Epic song and story have well preserved the mem-
ory of the Spartans, while the devoted Thespians are for-
gotten.”

INCIDENTS OF THE BATTLE.

On the first day while the Twenty-sixth Regiment was in
line awaiting the order to charge the enemy in McPherson’s
woods, Lieutenant-Colonel Lane, who had been up all the
night previous in charge of the division skirmish line,and had
eaten but little, but had drunken freely of muddy water, was
seized with an intolerable nausea and vomiting. Colonel
Lane thus speaks of the incident: “I asked permission of
Colonel Burgwyn to go to the rear. The latter replied: ‘Oh,
Colonel, I can’t, I can’t, I can’t think of going into this battle
without you ; here is a little of the best French brandy which
my parents gave me to take with me in the battle; it may do
you good.” I took a little of it under the circumstances, though
I had not drunk any during the war, and I may add, neither
had Colonel Burgwyn. In a few minutes I was somewhat
relieved and said: ‘Colonel Burgwyn, I can go with you.’
With his usual politeness, he replied: ‘Thank you, Colonel,
thank you.” Continuing the conversation, he said: ‘Colonel,
do you think that we will have to advance on the enemy as
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they are? Oh, what a splendid place for artillery. Why
don’t they fire on them ¥ He saw and realized the very de-
cided advantage their position gave them over us.”

James D. Moore, private in Company F, was the 85th man
of his company shot on the first day’s fight. A ball passed
throngh his leg. When taken to the field hospital the sur-
geon said he had been fighting cavalry, as the wound was
made by a carbine 44 calibre, and not by an Enfield rifle, 56-
calibre. After the war Moore went to live in Indiana at a
place called Winnamae. He there met a man named IHayes
who was a member of the Twenty-fourth Michigan Regiment
and in the battle of Gettysburg. Iayes had lost his Enfield
rifle on the forced march of the night before, and as his regi-
ment was going into action on the morning of 1 July,
he picked up a carbine dropped by one of Buford’s cavalry,
and used it during the fight. It was the only carbine in the
Twenty-fourth Regiment and just before he retreated, when
the colors of the regiment charging him was fifteen or twenty
paces distant, he fired in their direction. Moore at the time
was alongside the flag and received Hayes’ shot. They be-
came good friends and Hayes was of material assistance to
Moore so long as the latter lived in his town.

When taken from the field, Colonel Lane was carried to
the field hospital, a brick house. A wounded Georgia officer,
who was lying near the door of the room in which Colonel
Lane was, had been delirious all the morning. e finally be-
came quiet abhout 1 p. m. and after a silence of some minutes,
(Clolonel Lane heard him say in a perfectly rational tone of
voice: ‘“There now, there now. Vicksburg has fallen, Gen-
eral Lee is retreating and the South is whipped. The South
is whipped.” He ceased speaking and in a few moments an
attendant passed by and said he was dead. General Lee did
not retreat from Gettysburg until the evening of the 4th of
July, and Vieksburg was not surrendered until the 4th of
July.

It is stated in Volume 67, page 514, Official Records Union
and Confederate Armies, that on 4 July, 1863, at 6:35 a. m.,
General Lee proposed to General Meade “to promote the com-

24
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fort and convenience of the officers and men captured by the
opposing armies, that an exchange be made at once.” At
8:25 a. m., General Meade replied: “It is not in my power to
accede to the proposed arrangement.”

COLONEL LANE ESCAPES CAFPTURE.

When the army retreated from Gettysburg, the wounded
were sent off in long trains chiefly of the wagons which Gen-
eral Stuart had captured in his raid around Meade’s army.
These invited the attack of the enemy’s cavalry, and many
wounded Confederate officers and soldiers were in this way
captured before the army got across the Potomae river.

The wagon train in which Colonel Lane was carried, was
one of those attacked. He at once got out of the wagon,
mounted his horse and made his escape, though he was at the
time unable to speak or to receive mourishment in the nat-
ural way. He was unable to take any nourishment for nine
days, owing to the swollen and inflamed condition of his
throat and mouth, and it was thought impossible for him
ever to get well.

OFFICERS PRESENT AT THE BATTLE.

Posterity will wish to know as much as possible of the per-
sonnel of this regiment, and we append a list of the officers of
the regiment who participated in the battle of Gettysburg.
This we are enabled to do from a very remarkable fact.

As stated above, the proximity of Meade’s army was not
known on 30 June, 1863, and on that day the regiment was
mustered as 1t bivouacked after the day’s march. These mus-
ter and pay rolls were made out in triplicate, one to be sent to
the Adjutant General of the army, one to be kept by the com-
pany ecommander, and one by the Quartermaster of the regi-
ment, who was also the paymaster. Captain J. J. Young, the
regimental Quartermaster from the beginning to the end of
the war, has preserved these muster and pay rolls. The
writer has had access to the same, and now copies from them
the names of the officers of the regiment who were present in
camp on the afternoon of 30 June, 1863, and the number of
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1. John Tuttle, Sergeant, Co. F. 6. H C. Coffey, Private, Co. F. (The
2 Wm. N. 8nelling, 2d Lieut.. Co. D. Bfth man in his Company wounded
3. L L. Polk, Sergeant Major at Gettysburg, July 1st, 1863.)

4. W, W, Edwards. Private, Co. E. 7. Laban Ellis, Private, Co. E,

5. J. D, Moore, Private, Co. F. (The 85th

man in his Company wounded at
Gettysburg, July 1st, 1863.)
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those present for duty in each company as shown by its mus-
ter and pay roll for that day.

FIELD AND STAFF.

Harry Kine Burewyn, Jr., Colonel.
Joun Ranporpu Lawg, Lieutenant-Colonel.
Joun Tromas Jones, Major.

Jamms B. Jorvax, Adjutant.

LriewerLrLyy P. WarrenN, Surgeon.
Wirtiam W. Gairuer, Assistant Surgeon.
Joseru J. Youwna, Quartermaster.
Prineas Horron, Commissary.
MonTrorp S. McREa, Sergeant Major.
Bensamin Hinp, Hospital Steward.
ABraMm J. Lane, Quartermaster Sergeant.
JussE F. FErauson, Commissary Sergeant.
E. H. Horrvapay, Ordnance Sergeant.

COMPANY OFFICERS PRESENT.

Company A—Captain, Samuel P. Wagg; First Lieuten-
ant, A. B. Duvall; Second Lieutenant, J. B. Houck; Junior
Second Lieutenant, L. C. Gentry; present for duty, 97.

Company B—Captain, Wm. Wilson; First Lieutenant,
Thos. J. Cureton; Second Lieutenant, W. W. Richardson;
Junior Second Lieutenant, Edward A. Breitz; present for
duty, 92.

Company C—~Captain J. A. Jarrett; First Lieutenant, W.
Porter ; Second Il.ieutenant, : Junior Second Lieuten-
ant, R. D. Horton ; present for duty, 80.

Company D—Captain, J. T. Adams; First Lieutenant,
Gaston Broughton; Second Lieutenant, J. G. M. Jones;
Junior Second Lieutenant, Orren A. Hanner; present for
duty, 79.

Company E—Captain, S. W. Brewer; First Lieutenant,
John R. Emerson; Second Lieutenant, W. J. Lambert;
Junior Second Lieutenant, Oran A. Hanner; present for
duty, 104.

Company F—Captain, R. M. Tuttle; First Lieutenant, C.
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M. Sudderth; Second Lieutenant, - Junior

Second Lleutenﬂnt J. B. Holloway ; present for dlltjf, g1.
Company G—Captain, H. (. Albright; First Lieutenant,

J. A. Lowe; Second Lieutenant, — — ———— J?nmr Sec-
ond Lleutenan’r Wm. G. Lane; present for duty, 91.
Company H—Captain, . First Lieutenant,

M. MecLeod; Second Lieutenant, Geargp Willecox ; Junior

Second [,1eutpnant J. H. McGilvery ; present for duty, 78.
Corpany I—Captain, N. G. Bradford; First lieutenant,

M. B. Blair; Second Lieutenant, J. (. Grier; Junior Sec-

ond Lieutenant, J. G Sudderfh present for q:3l111:'@r 4.
ComPany K (. MeLauchlin ; First Lieu-

tenant, Thomas 1311135r ; Second Lieutenant, ;
Junior Second Lieutenant, J. L. Henry ; present for duty, 99.

The total number present for duty was 885.

Of those absent, Captain James D. Melver of Company H,
Second Lieutenant A. B. Hays of Company F, and Second
Lieutenant A. R. Jordan of Company G, were absent on de-
tached duty, Second Lieutenant Wm. L. Ingram of Company
K, was on sick furlough, and Second Lieutenant J. M. Har-
ris of Company C, who was subsequently captured at Bristoe
Station (14 October, 1863) is marked “absent with leave.”

Of the above list those killed or mortally wounded in the
two days’ fichting, were as follows : Colonel, H. K. Burgwyn;
Captains 5. P. Wage, Wm. Wilson; Lleutenants John R.
Emerson, W. W. Richardson, J. B. H@]h}way.

All the other officers except Captain Albright and Lieuten-
ants J. A. Lowe, (C. M. Sudderth and M. B. Blair, were
wounded. Adjutant J. B. Jordan and Sergeant-Major M.
S. McRRea, of the Regimental Staff, both severely wounded.
Major Jones and Lieutenant T. J. Cureton. were wounded,
but refused to leave the field.

WOUNDED OFFICERS CAPTURED.

(aptaing, Bradford and Brewer. Lieutenants, Brietz,
Broughton, Hanner, McLeod, and Adjutant Jordan.

On 31 August, 1863, while the regiment was in camp near
Orange Court House, it was again mustered. The writer has
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these rolls before him. In some companies the record of
events since 30 June, 1863 (last muster) is speeific; in some,
no details are given other than what appears opposite the
name of the individual.

Captain Duval, of Company A, reports that his company
went into action at Gettysburg with 92 men and lost, killed
11, and wounded 66, on the first day, and on the third day,
1 killed, Captain Wagg, and 10 wounded and missing;
total, 88.

First Lieutenant W. J. Lambert, of Company E, says his
company took into the battle 82 men and lost, killed and mor-
tally wounded 18, and wounded 52, on the first day, and on
the second day’s fight only two men escaped.

Captain Albright, of Company G, reports the loss of his
company at 12 killed and 58 wounded and missing.

Captain Melver, of Company H, reports 17 killed and 55
wounded at Gettysburg.

Lieutenant Polk, of Company K, says he recrossed the
Potomac at Falling Waters with 16 men, having crossed that
river in June on the way to Gettysburg, with 103, rank and
file.

Captain Tuttle, of Company ¥, declares that every man
was killed or wounded in his company that he took into the
battle.

The following is the number killed and wounded and miss-
ing at Gettysburg, ascertained from the reports as given on
the muster rolls of the companies, dated 31 August, 1863:
“Killed and mortally wounded, 139, Wounded and miss-
ing, 535.”

This enumeration omits some wounded who had returned
to duty prior to 31 August, 1863, the date of the muster.

The muster rolls for 30 June, 1863, make the aggregate
present for duty, enlisted men, 885; allowing 10 per cent.
for extra duty and details, it would leave about 800 muskets
taken into battle at Gettysburg on the first day. Of this
number 708 were killed, wounded and missing as the losses
in the first and third day’s fighting at Gettysburg. Over 88
per cent—and of the officers, 34 out of 39 were killed or
wounded. Over 87 per cent.
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COLOR BEARERS AT GETTYSBURG.

Tt is possible at this late day that the name of some gfi,]lant
soldier who carried the flag of the Twenty-sixth Regiment
during the battle of Gettysburg may be omitted from t.he list
below, but every effort has been made to include in this hon-
orable mention all entitled, for no one took the flag in that
battle without the certainty of being shot down, and not one
escaped.

The color guard consisted of a Sergeant and eight pr-
vates. After these nine had fallen, the others were volun-

teers.

FIRST DAY S FIGHT, 1 JuLy, 1863.

Colonel, H. K. Burgwyn, Jr., killed.
Captain Wm. W. McCreery, killed.
Private Franklin Honeycutt, Company B, killed.

a John R. Marley, Company G, killed.

& William Ingram, Company K, killed.
Lieutenant-Colonel John R. Lane, wounded.
Lieutenant George Willcox, wounded.

Color Sergeant J. Mansfield, wounded.
Sergeant Hiram Johnson, Company G, wounded.
Private John Stamper, Company A, wounded.

B G. W. Kelly, Company I, wounded.

= L. A. Thomas, Company F, wounded.

L John Vinson, Company G, wounded.

THIRD DAY & FIGHT, 3 JULY, 1863.

Sergeant W. H. Smith, Company K, killed.
Private Thomas J. Cozart, Company F, killed.
Captain S. W. Brewer, Company E, wounded.
Private Daniel Thomas, Company E, wounded.

As First Sergeant James M. Brooks, Company E, and
Daniel Thomas, the latter carrying the flag, reached the en-
emy’s works, the Federals called out to them, “Come over on
this side of the Lord,” and took them prisoners rather than
fire at them.
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LITTER BEARERS AT GETTYSBURG.

These men kept right up with the regiment. I have only
been able to locate the following names:
Private Neill B. Staton, Company B.
“ Jackson Baker, Company D.
John A. Jackson, Company H.

(14

FALLING WATERS—DEATH OF GENERAL PETTIGREW.

On the night of 4 July, 1863, General Lee withdrew his
army from confronting Meade at Gettyshurg, and Heth’s
Division marched to Hagerstown, where it entrenched. “On
the evening of 13 July,” says General Heth in his official re-
port, “I received orders to withdraw at dark and move in the
direction of Falling Waters. The night was dark, roads
ankle deep in mud and raining. It took twelve hours to
march seven miles. On reaching an elevated and command-
ing ridge of hills, one mile from Falling Waters, T was or-
dered by General A. P. Hill to put my division in line of bat-
tle on either side of the road and to put Pender’s Division in
rear of mine in column of brigades. At this point we halted
to let the wagons and artillery get over the river. About 11
a. m. 14 July, 1863, received orders to move Pender’s divis-
ion across the river following Anderson’s Division. About
15 or 20 minutes after getting these orders, and while they
were in execution, a small body of eavalry, numbering 40 or
45, made their appearance in our front. They were at once
observed by myself and General Pettigrew, and several mem-
bers of my staff as well as many others. On emerging from
the woods the party faced about, apparently on the defensive.
Suddenly facing about, they galloped np the road and halted
some 175 yards from my line of battle. From their manceu-
vering and the smallness of their numbers, I concluded it was
a party of our own cavalry pursued by the enemy. In this
opinion I was sustained by all present. The troops had been
restrained up to this time from firing by General Pettigrew
and myself. Examining them critically with my glasses, I
discovered they were Federal troops, and the command was
given to fire. At the same time the Federal officer gave the
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command to charge. The squad passed through the intervals
separating the epanlments for the artillery and fired several
shots. In less than three minutes all were killed or captured,
save two or three who are said to have escaped. General Pet-
tigrew, who had received a wound in one of his hands (left)
at Gettysburg, was unable to manage his horse which reared
and fell with him. It is probable when in the act of rising
that he was struck by a pistol ball in the left side, which, un-
fortunately for himself and his country, proved fatal. Thirty-
three of the enemy’s dead were counted, and six prisoners fell
into our hands and a stand of colors.” :

The cavalry mentioned above was a portion of the Sixth
Michigan, commanded by Major P. A. Weber.” “Seeing only
that portion of the enemy behind the earthworks,” says Gen-
eral Kilpatrick in his report of the affair, “Major Weber
gave the order to charge.”

General Kilpatrick admits a loss of thirty killed, wounded
and missing, including the “gallant Major P. A. Weber,
killed.” Tt would seem that General Heth and the rest were
excusable for their hesitation as to which side this cavalry
force belonged. *Tis true, they were dressed in the Federal
uniform, but many Confederate scouts wore the Federal uni-
form. It was known that General Lee was crossing his army
into Virginia, at Williamsport ford and at Falling Waters on
a pontoon bridge, and that the cavalry had orders to protect
the crossing of the infantry at these places. But for an un-
fortunate mistake on the cavalry’s part in thinking all had
crossed, whereby those who were to intervene between the
enemy and Heth’s rear gnard had heen withdrawn and had,
themselves, crossed at Williamsport above, this sad disaster
could not have occurred.

A member of the Twenty-sixth regiment, who witnessed
the nnfortunate affair says: “Some (referring to the Fed-
eral cavalry) were knocked off their horses with fence rails.
General Pettigrew after he fell, endeavored to shoot the Yan-
kee who shot him, but his pistol missed fire, and N. B. Staton,
private of Company B, seized a big stone and crushed the
Yankee in the breast, killing him.”

As soon as the surgeons examined General Pettigrew’s
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wound they saw the only hope for his life was to keep him
perfectly quiet, and proposed to take him into a barn near
by. To allow this, General Pettigrew obstinately declined,
saying “he would die before he would again be taken pris-
oner.” He was then put on a stretcher, and in hopes his life
by this way might be saved, he was carried by four men who
were regularly relieved by fresh details, all the way to Bun-
ker Hill, a distance of 22 miles, oceupying parts of two
days. Frequently during the march he would say to the sol-
diers as he would notice their sympathetic countenances:
“Boys, don’t be disheartened. May be T will fool the doc-
tors yet.” He lingered in the house of a Mr. Boyd, at Bun-
ker Hill, Va., until 17 July, 1863, and at about half past six
in the morning, died quietly and without pain. General
Lee, riding by his side as he was carried on the litter to Bun-
ker Hill, expressed great sorrow at his being wounded. Gen-
eral Pettigrew replied “that his fate was no other than one
might reasonably anticipate upon entering the army, and
that he was perfectly willing to die for his country.”

To the Rev. Mr. Wilmer, afterwards Bishop Wilmer, of
Louisiana, he avowed a firm persuasion of the truths of the
Christian religion and said that in accordance with his belief
he had, some years before, made preparation for death.

On the morning of Friday, 24 July, 1863, the coffin con-
taining his remains, wrapped in the flag of his country, and
hidden under wreaths of flowers and other tributes of femi-
nine taste and tenderness, lay in the rotunda of the Capitol at
Raleigh, where within the year had preceded him his compa-
triots, Branch and Anderson. From Raleigh, he was taken
to his old home, Bonarva, Lake Seuppernong, Tyrrell County,
and there he is buried near the beautiful lake whose sandy
shores his youthful feet were wont to tread. We would pause
here to remark how mysterious are the dispensations of Prov-
idence, that it should be denied to James Johnston Pettigrew
to die on the field of Gettysburg, and be decreed that he must
meet his end in a petty skirmish with cavalry two weeks later.

Many prisoners were taken on the retreat from Hagers-
town to Falling Waters, because of the exhausted condition
of the men and the incessant pursuit of the Federal cavalry.
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The troops at Falling Waters had to cross a pontoon bridge.
The Confederate cavalry having retreated across at Williams-
port, there were none to protect the infantry of Heth’s divis-
ion as it crossed at Falling Waters. The enemy’s cavalry
pressed them on front and flank, and there was more or less
demoralization at the last.

Captain Cureton, of Company B, witnessed this incident.
A Federal cavalryman took position near the Maryland end
of the pontoon bridge and as the stragglers came along he
would demand their surrender. In this way some fifty or
sixty men had surrendered to this one cavalryman, when a
member of the Twenty-sixth Regiment passing along, was
halted and his surrender demanded. The Twenty-sixth Reg-
iment man raised his gun and taking aim said: “Damn you,
you surrender.” The Federal said ‘‘all right,” and threw
down his gun. He was taken prisoner and with the fifty or
sixty who had surrendered to him, was marchel across the
bridge by the Tar Heel. Captain Cureton was the last man
to get on the pontoon bridge as it was cut loose from its Mary-
land end and swung into the river. From a thousand to fif-
teen hundred stragglers were left on the Maryland side by this
premature cutting loose of the bridge, and fell into the ene-
my’s hands.

BRISTOE STATION, 14 ocTOoBER, 1863.

After the return to Virginia from the Gettysbarg cam-
paign, General Lee stationed his army in and around Orange
Court House. While here on 7 September, 1863, General
Wm. W. Kirkland was appointed to the commmand of Petti-
grew’s Brigade, and remained in command until the battle of
Bristoe Station, where he was wounded.

In a letter from General Lee to President Davis, dated 17
October, 1863, he thus deseribes this unfortunate engage-
ment: “With a view of bringing on an engagement with the
army of General Meade, this army marched on the 9th instant
by way of Madison Court House and arrived near Culpepper
on the 11th. The enemy refired towards the Rappahannock.
We only succeeded in coming up with a portion of his rear
guard at this place (Bristoe Station) on the 14th instant,
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when a severe engagement ensued, but without any decided
or satisfactory results.”

In his eagerness to attack the retiring enemy (Third Army
Corps) General A. P. Hill overlooked the presence of the
Second Corps posted behind the railroad embankment in a
cut; and when the brigades of Cooke and Kirkland made the
attack, they were suddenly confronted by the Second Corps
posted as above stated, and were driven back with severe loss.
In his report of the engagement, General A. P. Hill says: “In
conclusion I am convinced I made the attack too hastily; at
the same time a delay of half an hour and there would have
been no enemy to attack. In that event I believe I should
equally have blamed myself for not attacking at once.”

The losses sustained by Kirkland’s brigade in this action:

Regiment. Killed. Wounded.
Blaventh . couva vuns s ames s semes e 4 11
DB iRt o oo e i 16 83
Porty-Lotrth: vouonsn svavmve sm v . 23 63
Pottyeoventl ceowis vieseis desins 3 5 37
Bifty-menomd svsuasn 53 saeni o5 e 2 25

LBERL oo now mosemb g i s 50 219

WINTER OF 1863-64.—THE SNOW BALL BATTLE.

The Army of Northern Virginia winter-quartered in and
around Orange Court house.

“At the first heavy fall of snow, it was suggested that there
should be a sham battle between Cooke’s and Kirkland’s Bri-
gades, and snow balls be the weapons used. The two brigades
paraded facing each other on opposite sides of a ravine. Col-
onel Wm. MacRae, of the Fifteenth North Carolina Regi-
ment, commanded Cooke’s Brigade; as to the name of the
commander of Kirkland’s, the writer is not advised. At a
given signal the battle began. At first the men contented
themselves with nsing snow, and all was fun and frolic; but
as the contest waxed more animated and each side struggled
for mastery, the passions of the combatants became aroused
and the excitement of actual battle seized them; hard sub-
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stances, frequenﬂ}r stones, were grabbed up with the snow and
made into a ball that had the stinging effect of the genuine ar-
ticle on the one hit, and several received injuries of a serious
nature. Colonel MacRae was ]]'Ll]]Ed from his horse and
roughly handled, and the combat only ended with the exhaus-
tion of the participants, each side agreeing it should be con-
sidered a drawn battle. This affair caused some bitterness
between the brigades, which took time and comradeship, bat-
tles, privation and sufferings to destroy.”

About the middle of November, 1863, Colonel Lane having
sixty days longer leave of absence, visited his regiment. He
thus writes of his visit: “I found the regiment so low in
spirits and few in number that the day I reached camp, was,
T believe, the saddest day to me of all the war. I realized
then, as not before, the deaths of my Colonel, Harry Bur-
gwyn, of our General, Pettigrew, and so many other officers
and friends in the regiment. |

“Regretting so much to see the gallant old regiment go
down, notwithstanding the fact that I was entirely unable for
active service, I reported myself for duty, when I was com-
missioned as full Colonel of the Twenty-sixth Regiment, to
date from 1 July, 1863. I went to work with all the will I
could possibly bring to bear to recruit, drill and equip my
regiment and restore it to something like its former numbers
and efficiency.”

Major John T. Jones had been promoted Lieutenant-Colo-
nel, after the battle of Gettyshurg, and at one time com-
manding the brigade, had been in command of the regiment
from Gettysburg until Colonel Lane’s return. Captain Jas.
T. Adams, of Company D, on his return to the regiment after
his recovery from his wound received at Gettysburg (first
day) was promoted to Major. The commissions of all bear-
ing date 1 July, 1863, in recognition of the heroic econduct
of the regiment on that day. The eaptaincy of Company D
was held open awaiting the return of First Lieutenant Gas-
ton H. Broughton, wounded and captured in the third day’s
fight at Gettysburg. Orderly Sergeant John A. Polk, of
Company K, promoted Second Lieutenant after Gettysburg,
where he was wounded, was appointed acting Adjutant, vice
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Adjutant Jordan, wounded and captured at Gettysburg.

Continning our quotations from Colonel Lane’s letter: “I
was informed by General Kirkland that if consolidation of
regiments were effected, that the Twenty-sixth Regiment was
named as one to be consolidated. I used every influence at
my command to avert the threatened consolidation, and
through the noble concert of action of the officers of the regi-
ment, I had the proud satisfaction of seeing our efforts
crowned with success.

“Such was the harmony, energy and regimental pride of
the officers and men, and so well did they work together to
promote 1ts interests, enlivened by such soul-inspiring music
as only Captain Mickey’s band could furnish, that by the first
of May, 1864, the regiment numbered 760 strong; and so
well was it drilled that General Heth pronounced it to be
one of the ‘best drilled regiments in the Army of Northern
Virginia.” The improvement in the moral and religious con-
dition of the regiment that winter was very remarkable, more
good being effected by the work of the Chaplains and their as-
sistants than during all the previous years of the war.”

Many deserters returned, gave themselves up and ever af-
terwards made good soldiers, and by 5 May, 1864, this
old Twenty-sixth Regiment that had been bereft of so many
of its best officers and men at Gettysburg, and Bristoe Station,
that it came near losing its separate existence by being merged
into another, proudly marched down the plank road at the
head of Heth’s division to the

BATTLES OF THE WILDEENESS AND SPOTTSYLVANIA COURT
HOUSE.

On 4+ May, 1864, General U. S. Grant, now in command of
the armies of the United States, with General Meade in im-
mediate command of the Army of the Potomae, crossed the
Rapidan at Ely and Germania fords.

General Lee marched two corps to oppose him. Ewell’s
(Second Corps) by the old turnpike, and Hill’s (Third
Corps) by the Orange plank road.

Says General Lee in his report of the battle: “Ewell and
Hill arrived in the morning in close proximity to the enemy’s
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line of march. A strong attack was made upon Ewell, who
repulsed it, capturing many prisoners and four pieces of ar-
tillery. The enemy subsequently concentrated on Hill, who,
with Heth’s and Wilcox’s Divisions, successfully resisted re-
peated and desperate assaults. Early on the morning of
6 May, as these divisions were being relieved, the enemy ad-
vanced and created some confusion. The ground lost was re-
covered so soon as the fresh troops got into position and the
enemy were driven back. Afterward we turned the left of
his front line and drove it from the field. Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Longstreet was severely wounded.”
A member of the regiment thus writes of this battle:

“Never did a regiment march more proudly and deter-
minedly than the Twenty-sixth, when it headed the column of
Kirkland’s Brigade for the battle of the Wilderness. Reach-
ing the ground early 5 May, 1864, we passed General Lee and
his Staff. Our regiment was engaged all the first day, and sue-
ceeded in driving back the enemy and holding him in check;
but informed we would be relieved during the night by men
of Longstreet’s Corps, we did not take proper precaution and
were surprised by the enemy, who at daybreak next morning
(6 May) with great vigor, renewed the attack of the previous
afternoon, and our brigade came very near being stampeded.

And again the regiment met with serious loss in prisoners
and killed and wounded.”

Colonel Lane being wounded in the thigh on the evening
before, Lieutenant-Colonel Jones was now in command of
the regiment, and while gallantly rallying his men and lead-
ing them in a charge, was mortally wounded. He asked As-
sistant Surgeon W. W. Gaither, if the wound was mortal.
When told it was, with a yearning expression he replied:
“It must not be. I was born to accomplish more good than T
have done.” Later on will be found a sketch of this noble,
gallant young soldier who died ere his prime, but left a prond
record behind him. Continuing our quotation: *“The regi-
ment succeeded in holding the lines and at the eritical mo-
ment, Longstreet came up with his magnificent corps in the
most perfect order I ever saw, marching his forces against
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Grant like boys going to a frolic. He hurled back the enemy
and getting in their rear and left flank, was driving them in
great confusion from the field, when, like Stonewall Jack-
son, General Longstreet fell, shot down by some of his own
men (part of Mahone’s Brigade) and the pursuit was stopped.
After Lieutenant-Colonel Jones was wounded, Colonel Lane
returned to duty, his wound not proving very severe.

“Lee and Grant now moved along on parallel lines fronting
each other like two great monsters, and the night of T
May, found Lee’s army well in line, fronting Grant, with
Longstreet’s Corps, commanded by Anderson on the right,
Ewell on the left, and Hill in the center, the Twenty-sixth
Regiment being near the centre 6f Hill’s Corps, placed it
about the centre of the army.

THE REEBEL YELL.

“About 8 p. m., on the night of 7 May, it became rumored
that Grant’s army was moving to his left, and had lost hope
of reaching Richmond by the overland route. The rebel yell
was raised at some point on the right of the line; at first,
heard like the rumbling of a distant railroad train, it came
rushing down the lines like the surging of the waves upon the
ocean, increasing in loudness and grandeur; and passing, it
would be heard dying away on the left in the distance. Again
it was heard coming from the right to die away again on the
distant left. It was renewed three times, each time with
increased vigor. It was a yell like the defiant tones of the
thunder storm, echoing and re-echoing. It caused such dis-
may among the IFederals that it is said their pickets fired and
ran in.”’

During the night General Lee put his army in motion for
Spottsylvania Court House, and arrived just in time, as the
enemy came in sight about 9 a. m. next morning (8 May).

The 10th was a day of vigorous battle, the enemy made in-
cessant attacks on the First Corps (Andersons), but were
continually repulsed with great slaughter. During the night
of the 11th, the artillery protecting Johnstons Division at the
salient was withdrawn to be ready to move to the right, when
at dawn of the 12th, Hancock’s Corps attacked and captured
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it, and most of Johnston’s Division and twenty guns. It
has been stated that Johnston was surprised by the enemy On
this occasion. This he denies. In his report of the affair
he says: *“On the night of 11 May, in riding around 1y
lines, I found the artillery leaving the trenches and moving
to the rear. About 12 p. m. I communicated to Lieutenant-
General Ewell my belief that I would be attacked and. re-
quested the return of the artillery. There was no surprise;
my men were up and ready for the assault before the enemy
made their appearance.”
A member of the Twenty-sixth Regiment writes:

“At the battle of Spottsylvania Court House, the Twenty-
sixth was detached from its regular place in the line and sta-
tioned about fifty yards from the Court House to be in readi-
ness to support any point which might be strongly assaulted.
While we were yet lying there, General Lee came riding by on
his war horse, Traveler. Grant’s artillery opened fire and
it seemed impossible that General Lee could escape in the
storm of shot and shell which was centered upon him. As
quick as a flash the members of his staff placed themselves
around him to protect him with their own bodies. Such was
the sentiment in the entire army. KEach one was willing to
oive up his life to save that of the Commander-in-Chief. The
troops were visibly affected, as General Lee with his staff,
still surrounding him, rode off. This incident manifested
the love, reverence and respect in which General Lee was held
by his soldiers.”

At a eritical time in the campaign it was extremely diffieult
to get corn for the artillery horses. Three farmers living a
few miles up the river tendered General Lee two thousand
bushels of corn, but the trouble was, how to get it, as it was
necessary to send a wagon train for it and the road lay for a
greater part of the distance in close proximity to the lines of
the enemy. As an escort for this wagon train, General Lee
ordered that some regiment should be selected to whose officers
the men yielded unquestioned obedience, and upon whom
they had entire reliance. The Twenty- sixth Regiment was
selected for this hazardous service; the corn was safely
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brought into camp and the hungry artillery horses fed,
making it possible to move the guns, and thus relieving the
army from a threatened disaster.

BRIGADIER-GENERAL WM. MACRAE.

On his recovery from the wound received at Bristoe Sta-
tion, General Kirkland was in command of the brigade until
he was again wounded on 2 June, 1864, when Colonel Wm.
MacRae, of the Fifteenth North Carolina Regiment, of
Cooke’s Brigade, was made Brigadier-General, and assigned
to the command of Kirkland’s Brigade 27 June, 1864. Gen-
eral MacRae 1s thus spoken of by officers of the regiment:

“Greneral MacRae soon won the confidence and admiration
of the brigade, both officers and men. His voice was like that
of a woman ; he was small in person, and quick in action. To
him history has never done justice. He could place his com-
mand in position quicker and infuse more of his fighting
qualities into his men, than any officer I ever saw. His
presence with his troops seemed to dispel all fear, and to in-
spire every one with a desire for the fray. The brigade re-
mained under his command until the surrender.”

Another officer thus writes:

“General MacRae assigned to the brigade changed the
physical expression of the whole command in less than two
weeks, and gave the men infinite faith in him and themselves,
which was never lost, not even when they grounded arms at
Appomattox.”

FROM THE WILDERNESS TO RICHMOND,

On all the line from the Wilderness to Richmond and Pe-
tersburg, General Lee acted on the defensive. He suffered the
enemy to attack him, and in every instance the result proved
the wisdom of his doing so. General Lee had not a man to
lose unnecessarily. There were no reserves for him to call
upon to fill his depleted ranks. Not so his adversary.
As a matter of historical interest, I will quote briefly from

25
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some of General Grant’s dispatches to General Halleck E}t
Washington, D. C., giving the losses in his army on this
march to Richmond:

“4 May, 1864: The crossing of the Rapidan effected.
Forty-eight hours will now demonstrate whether the enemy
intend giving battle this side of Richmond.” It has been
shown that in less than twelve hours from the date of this dis-
patch Lee had inflicted a severe repulse upon Grant’s army.

“6 May, 11:30 a. m.: We have been engaged with the
enemy in full force since early yesterday. I think all things
are progressing favorably. Our loss to this time I do not
think exceeds eight thousand.

“7 May, 10 a. m.: Our losses to this time in killed,
wounded and prisoners will not exceed twelve thousand.

“11 May, 1864: We have lost up to this time, eleven gen-
eral officers, killed, wounded and missing, and probably
twenty thousand men. '

“26 May, 1864: Lee’s army is really whipped. The pris-
oners we now take show it, and the action of his army shows it
unmistakably. A battle with them outside of their intrench-
ments cannot be had. Our men feel that they have gained
the morale over the enemy and attack with confidence.” A
few days later, General Grant’s tone is different.

“5 June, 1864: Without a greater sacrifice of human life
than I am willing to make, all cannot be accomplished that I
had designed. I have, therefore, resolved upon the follow-
ing plan: Move to the south side of James river.”

It is now well known that so disheartened was the army
of the Potomac by its fearful losses in killed, wounded and
missing from the crossing of the Rapidan to and including
the battle of Cold Harbor, June 1-3, 1864 (the official reports
make this loss over forty thousand), that at the latter battle
the soldiers refused to obey the orders to attack the Confed-
erate lines. (In this last battle the Federals lost over ten
thousand ), and General Grant in his testimony before the
Congressional Committee investigating the cause of the fail-
ure at the Mine explosion (at Petersburg 30 July, 1864) gave
it as one of the explanations for the failure, the detail of
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white troops rather than Ferrero’s Division of negroes, to
make the assault, the white troops being demoralized from
their life in the trenches and losses in battle.

From Spottsylvania Court House to the North Anna, at
Hanover Junection, Cold Harbor, on the lines between Rich-
mond and Petersburg, the Twenty-sixth was always prompt to
respond to all orders. General Grant, like Wm. Taylor’s
snake, would “wire in and wire out, and frequently left us
still in doubt, whether he was coming in or going out.”

INCIDENTS OF THIS CAMPAIGN.

On two occasions while on the picket line between Spott-
sylvania Court House and Richmond, Colonel Lane’s life was
probably saved by the vigilance of his men.

On one occasion Private Laban Ellig, of Company E, see-
ing a Federal soldier taking aim at the Colonel, fired so quick
that his ball struck the Federal’s gun as it went off and
knocked it from his shoulder, whereupon the latter surren-
dered and said to Colonel Lane: “Your man saved you.” On
another occasion, as Colonel Lane, with Ira Nall, also of
Company E, were making a reconnoissance of the ground in
their front, Nall spied a man a few feet away with his gun
leveled upon the Colonel. Without taking time to raise his
gun to his shoulder, Nall fired and brought the Federal down,
killing him.

It would be impossible to state in detail all the engage-
ments in which the regiment participated along this line.
General Grant attempted to go around us, over us, and under
us (explosion of the mine, 30 June, 1864 ), but was foiled in
every attempt. Two of the most brilliant victories in which
MacRae’s Brigade played a conspicuous part were the en-
gagements at Davis House, 19 August, and REeams Station,
25 August, 1864. In General Lee’s reports of these actions,
he thus writes 20 August, 1864: “General Hill attacked
the enemy (Fifth Corps) yesterday afternoon at Davis
House, three miles from Petersburg, on Weldon Railroad,
defeated him and captured about 2,700 prisoners, including
one Brigadier-General, and several field officers.”
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926 August, 1864: “General A. P. Hill attacked the_ enemy
in his entrenchments at Reams Station yesterday evening and
at the second assault, carried his entire line. Cooke’s, Mac-
Rae’s and Lane’s Brigades (under General Connor), al}d
Pegram’s artillery, composed the assaulting column. 'Hﬂl
captured nine pieces of artillery, twelve colors, 2,150 prison-
ers, 3,100 stand of small arms and 32 horses.”

So altogether creditable was the conduct of these three
North Carolina Brigades as to call forth from General Lee
a letter to Governor Vance, dated 29 August, 1864, in which
he says: “I have frequently been called upon to mention
the services of the North Carolina soldiers in this army, but
their gallantry and conduct were never more deserving of
admiration than in the engagement at Reams Station, on the
95th instant. The brigades of Generals Cooke, MacRae and
Lane, the last under the command of General Connor, ad-
vanced through a thick abatis of felled trees under a heavy
fire of musketry and artillery and carried the enemy’s works
with a steady courage that elicited the warm commendation
of their corps and division commanders, and the admiration
of the army. If the men who remain in North Carolina
share the spirit of those they have sent to the field, as I

doubt not they do, her defense may be securely entrusted in
their hands.”

INCIDENTS IN THE BATTLE—MAJOR GENERAL HETH A JOINT
COLOR BEARER.

The troops selected to carry the enemy’s works in the early
part of the fight having been repeatedly driven back, Heth’s
Division was ordered to their assistance. The division was
drawn up in line of battle with the skirmishers in front.

Lieutenant D. C. Waddell, of Company G, Eleventh North
Carolina Regiment, relates this incident to the writer. Lieu-
tenant Waddell was in command of the skirmishers on that
part of the line. Major-General Heth walked out to his line
and ordered him to send a man back to the main line and
bring a regimental flag. The messenger returned with the
color-bearer of the Twenty-sixth Regiment. General Heth
demanded the flag. The color-bearer refused to give it up,
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saying: ‘‘General, tell me where you want the flag to go and
I will take it. I won’t surrender up my colors.” The Gen-
eral again made the demand, and was met by the same refusal,
when taking the color-bearer by the arm, he said: “Come on
then, we will carry the colors together.” Then giving the
signal to charge by waving the flag to the right and the
left, the whole line with a yell, started for the enemy’s works.
The abatis protecting the enemy’s lines was interlaced with
wire in places, but charging through and over and around it
all, the Confederate line rushed up to the works, and Gen-
eral Heth, and his co-color-bearer, planted the flag on the en-
trenchments behind which lay the enemy, most of whom
thereupon surrendered. Thomas Minton, of Company C,
from Wilkes County, was the name of this gallant color-
bearer. He was subsequently killed with his colors in the
action near Burgess Mill, 27 Oectober, 1864. This gallant
soldier was also wounded at Gettysburg.

This courageous assault was necessarily attended with con-
siderable loss in killed and wounded. Coloned Lane was
again so unfortunate as to be wounded. He was struck by a
piece of shell in the left breast just over the heart, fracturing
two ribs and breaking one and tearing open the flesh to the
bones, making a fearful wound six inches long and three
wide, from which it was thought he would surely die. But
about the first of November he was again back with his com-
mand ready for duty.

Among the other officers of the Twenty-sixth Regiment
killed in these almost daily engagements with the enemy, was
Captain Henry C. Albright, of Company G. He fell mor-
tally wounded at the head of his company in repulsing an
attack on the Vanghn Roads, 29 September, 1864. It would
seem he had a presentment of his death. Captain Albright
had been in every engagement and battle in which his regi-
ment participated from New Bern, up to that day, and es-
caped from even a slight wound. On the day he was wounded
he remarked to a friend: ‘“Oh, how I dread this day.” He
was carried to the Winder hospital, insisting that he be placed
in the ward where his soldier boys were, rather than in the
Officer’s hospital. He lingered until 27 Oectober, 1864. He
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was carried home and buried in his family grave yard at
Pleasant Hill, Chatham County. A handsome monument
marks the spot.

He was succeeded by First Lieutenant A. R. Johnson, who
was such a martinet that the boys called him “Bob Ransom.”
Few companies in the Confederate army had better officers
than Company G. Lieutenant-Colonel James T. Adams was
now in command of the Twenty-sixth, and remained so until
Colonel Lane returned to duty as stated above.

Heth’s Division being on the extreme right of the Confed-
erate line defending Petersburg, were among the troops first
to be called upon to resist any flank movement on the part of
General Grant; and there was fighting almost daily along
their front and flank.

At Burgess Mills, 27 October, 1864, where Hancock lost
1,482 in killed and wounded ; on Warren’s expedition with
the Fifth Corps to destrov Weldon bridge when he was met
and driven back at Belfield 7-12 December, 1864 ;in the severe
engagements at Hatcher’s Run, 5-6 February, 1865, with
Warren’s Coorps (Fifth) and Gregg’s Division of cavalry, in
which Warren admits a loss of 1,376 killed and wounded and
missing ; in all these actions MacRae’s Brigade was actively
engaged and maintained its high prestige to the end. Of the
suffering borne without murmuring, and fortitude displayed
by these heroie soldiers, when every one realized the cause
was lost and the end must soon come, I quote from General
Lee’s report of this Hateher Run fight, dated 8 February,
1865: “Yesterday, the most inclement day of the winter,
the troops had to be retained in line of battle, having been in
the same condition the two previous days and nights. T re-
gret to be obliged to state that under these circumstances,
heightened by the assault and the fire of the enemy, some of
the men were suffering from reduced rations and scant eloth-
ing, exposed to battle, cold, hail and sleet. I have directed
Colonel Cole, chief commissary, who reports that he has not
a pound of meal at his disposal, to visit Richmond and see if
something cannot be done. TIf some change is not made, and
the Commissary Department not reorganized, I apprehend
dire results, The physical strength of the men, their cour-
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age, services, must fail under this treatment. Our cavalry
has to be dispersed for the want of forage. I had to bring
Wm. H. F. Lee’s Division forty miles Sunday night to get
him in position.” President Davis endorses this report as
follows: “This is too sad to be patiently considered, and
cannot have occurred without criminal neglect or gross in-
capacity. Let supplies be had by purchase or borrowing, or
other possible mode.”

APPOMATTOX, 9 APRIL, 1865.

On 28 March, 1863, General Fitzhugh Lee was ordered to
move his division of cavalry, then on the extreme left of the
Confederate lines in front of Richmond on the north side of
the James river, to Sutherland’s Station on the south side of
the railroad, 19 miles from Petersburg, which he reached
on the 29th, and next day marched towards Dinwiddie Court
House, via Five Forks.

On 29 March, 1865, General Lee advises Secretary of War,
General John C. Breckenridge, that “the enemy have crossed
Hatcher’s Run with a large force of cavalry and infantry and
artillery.”

On 1 April “that General Pickett, with three of his own
and two of General Johnson’s (Bushrod) Brigades, supported
the cavalry under General Fitz. Lee, at Five Forks; that Gen-
eral Pickett forced his way to within less than a mile of Din-
widdie Court House, but later a large force, believed to be the
Fifth Corps (Warren’s), with other troops, turned Pickett’s
left and drove him back on the White Oak Road and separa-
ted him from General Fitz. Lee, who was compelled to fall
back across Hatcher’s Run ; Geeneral Pickett’s present position
not known.”

On 1 April, Longstreet was ordered with two of his divis-
ions to the south side, and General W. N. Pendleton, chief ot
Artillery, was ordered at 8 p. m. to withdraw all his guns,
which he in his report says, “was accomplished with great sue-
cess, only sixty-one guns and thirteen caisons of the 250 field
pieces belonging to the army on the lines near Richmond and
Petersburg remained behind.”

On 2 April (received at 10:40 a. m.) General Lee dis-
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patches President Davis: “I see no prospect of doing more
than holding our position here till night.” Later on same
day (v:ceived at 7 p. m.): “It is absolutely necessary that
we should abandon our position tonight, or run the risk of
being cut off in the morning.”

General R. S. Ewell in his report, says: “At 10 a. m. Sun-
day (2 April, 1865), received message to return to the city
of Richmond, and on doing so received the order for the evac-
uation and to destroy the stores that could not be moved. A
mob of both sexes and all colors soon collected, and about 3
a. m. (3 April) they set fire to some buildings on Cary street,
and began to plunder the city. I then ordered all my staff
and couriers to scour the streets and sent word to General
Kershaw, whose command was garrisoning Fort Gilmer, on
the lines north of Richmond, to hurry his leading regiment
into town. By daylight the riot was subdued, but many
buildings which I had carefully directed should be spared,
had been fired by the mob. By 7 a. m. the last troops had
reached the south side, and Mayo’s and the railroad bridges
were on fire. 1 am convinced the burning of Richmond was
the work of incendiaries.”

On the afternoon of 6 April, Lieutenant-General Ewell
and Major-General G. W. C. Lee, and their commands, were
captured.

On the night of 7 April General Grant sent a note to Gen-
eral Lee, asking his surrender, to which General Lee replied,
the time for surrender had not come. General Lee was still
in hopes he could reach Appomattox Court House and there
obtain supplies, and thence push on behind the Staunton
river, and eventually unite with General Joseph E. John-
ston somewhere in North Carolina. General Lee, with the
remnant of his army, reached the neighborhood of Appomat-
tox Court House on the evening of 8 April, but Sheridan’s
cavalry had gotten there first, captured the trains with the
supplies, and obstructed Lee’s further advance.

On the morning of the 9th, General Lee sent a flag of truce
to General Grant, asking for an interview, and the same
morning the two Generals met in the house of Mr. Wilmer
MecLean, in the village of Appomattox Court House, and the
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terms of the surrender were agreed upon. These were that
the men and officers were to be paroled on a pledge not to take
up arms again until properly exchanged. The officers were
to retain their side arms, private horses and baggage. Those
enlisted men who owned the artillery and cavalry horses or
mules they were using, were also allowed to retain them.
General Grant saying he supposed “most of the men in the
ranks were small farmers who would need their horses to put
in a crop to carry themselves and families through the next
winter.” It required several days to parole those surren-
dered, (some escaped to join Johnston’s army and refused to
surrender) and then, in groups and squads, or one by one,
the paroled men dispersed to reach their homes as best they
could. Thousands of them were penniless Many had hun-
dreds of miles to travel, without money or means of transpor-
tation, but there was no rioting or outrage as they moved
through the land, everywhere desolated and despoiled, to find
their homes, in many cases, laid waste and destroyed. The
same constancy and devotion to their country which had sus-
tained them amid battle and strife unparalled, nerved them
to face courageously this dark time of defeat and disappoint-
ment and to do their best to retrieve the widespread ruin of
their beloved South.”

In these last days of the war, the Twenty-sixth Regiment
sustained severe losses in killed and wounded. Lieutenant
J. W. Richardson was killed at Reams Station, and at Five
Forks (1 April, 1865) Captain Thomas Lilly, who had sue-
ceeded Captain J. C. McLauchlin as Captain of Company K,
and been put in command of the brigade sharpshooters, was
killed. He was one of the best officers in the regiment. Col-
onel Lane, during the winter of 1864-5, suffered much from
his wounds, especially the one in the neck and face, and about
the middle of March went to the hospital at Salisbury for
treatment. He was there when General Lee surrendered,
and on 2 May, 1865, was paroled at Greensboro, N. C., with
Johnston’s army.

Tieutenant-Colonel Adams took command of the regi-
ment after Colonel Lane went to the hospital, and except a
few days on the retreat when he was temporarily in command
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of the brigade, was with his regiment. In his absence Cap-
tain T. J. Cureton, of Company B, commanded the Twenty-
sixth, and surrendered the regiment at Appomattox. Lieu-
tenant-Clolonel Adams, however, signing the paroles.

NUMEBERS PAROLED AT APPOMATTOX.

On 1 March, 1865, the Brigade Inspector reported the
strength of MacRae’s Brigade, present and effective for the
field :

CHBOETE . .- o5 isessmma v ois Ry dia/isn s weseims 55
Enlited T . ool o eisns i sl asss i s 1.119
L. ocrnce v i b on e acon-em s ieton b2 R 1,174
The capitulation rolls at Appomattox showed:
Enlisted
Heth’s Division. Officers.  Men.
Major-General Harry Heth and Staff. .. .. 15 e
John R. Coocke’s Brigade .............. 70 490
Joseph R. Davis’ Brigade. ..s oo iovawsns 21 54
Wm. MacRae’s Brigade. . .........0000. 42 400
Wm. MeCounel’s (formerly Archer’s and
Theemma' o soenvas i oS Ra e Rs 54 426
The rolls for the entire army surrendered by General Lee:
Enlisted
Officers.  Men.
(eneral Headquarters .......... 69 212
INEQRIYY . cumams v eeviavaneeas @ 2,235 20,114
CRRalyy o snmvwass wawsis o8 oy 134 1,425
BERlErY ooy svwnas e e 184 2,392
Miseallaveons ..oovis seavsin snd 159 1,307
1 2,781  25,450-98,231

The number surrendered by the several regiments of Mae-
Rae’s Brigade:

Eleventh Regiment, commanded by Colonel Wm. J. Maxr-
tin, T4 muskets.
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1. J. D. Melver, Captain, Co. H. 4, W. W. Gaither, Assistant Surgeon,

2, Thomas Lilly, Captain, Co, K. 5. George Wilcox, 1st Lieut., Co. M.

3. Jas. C. MeLauchlin, Captain, Co. K 6. Orran A. Hanner, 1st Lieut., Co. E,
7. J.G. Jones, 1st Lieut., Co. D.
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Twenty-sixth Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
J. T. Adams, 120 muskets.

Forty-fourth Regiment, commanded by Major C. M. Sted-
man, 74 muskets.

Forty-seventh Regiment, commanded by Captain J. H.
Thorpe, 72 muskets.

Fifty-second Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
E. Erson, 60 muskets.

There was but one regiment in Heth’s division that sur-
rendered more muskets than did the Twenty-sixth, and that
was the Fifteenth North Carolina Regiment, in Cooke’s Bri-
gade, which surrendered 122 muskets. In Major Moore’s
“Roster of North Carolina Troops” the aggregate of num-
bers enrolled in the Twenty-sixth Regiment is put down as
1,898, which 1s more than was enrolled in any regiment fur-
nished the Confederate armies from North Carolina, accord-
ing to said Roster.

RECAPITULATION OF THE COMMISSEIONED OFFICERS OF THE
REGIMENT.

(The field officers and captains are mentioned in the order
of the date of their commissions; but the Lieutenants alpha-
betically, and their relative rank is not set out, as it is impos-
sible in all cases to give.)

CovoneErs—Z. B. Vance, H. K. Burgwyn, Jr., John R.
Lane.

Lievrevant CoroNELs—H. K. Burgwyn, Jr., John R.
Lane, John T. Jones, James T. Adams.

MaJsors—Abner B. Carmichael, N, P. Rankin, James S.
Kendall, John T. Jones, James T. Adams.

Apsurants—James B. Jordan. Acting at different times
as Adjutant, Lieutenants John A. Polk, A. R. Johnson, Wm.
N. Snelling. |

Surarons—Thomas J. Boykin, Llewellyn P. Warren.

AssistanT Surerons—Daniel M. Shaw, Wm. W. Gaither.
Acting at different times as Assistant Surgeon, Captain W.
S. McLean, Lieutenant George C. Underwood.

REGIMENTAL QUARTERMASTER—Captain Joseph J. Young.
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ReemnenTar Commrissary—Captain Robert W. Goldston,

Phineas Horton.

SereEsNT Masors—L. L. Polk, Montford S. McRae,
John E. Moore.

QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT—Abram J. Lane.

Commissary SErgEANT—desse F. Ferguson.

OrpnancE SergeanT—E. H. Hornaday.

HosprTar Stewarp—DBenjamin Hind.

CuzarrLains—Rev. Robert H. Marsh, Richard Nye Price,
Styring S. Moore, John Huske Tillinghast.

Company A—Captaing, A. N. MecMillan, Samuel P.
Wagg, A. B. Duvall. TLieutenants, A. B. Duvall, J. M. Du-
vall, I. C. Gentry, J. B. Houck, James Porter, George R.
Reeves, Jesse A. Reeves.

Company B—Captains, J. J. C. Steele, William Wilson,
Thomas J. Cureton. Lieutenants, A. Brietz, Taylor G.
Cureton, Thos. J. Cureton, Calvin Dickinson, Wm. M. Es-
tridge, John W. Richardson, Wm. W. Richardson, Wm. Wil-
son.

Company C—Captains, A. B. Carmichael, A. H. Horton,
Thos. L. Ferguson, J. A. Jarrett. Lieutenants, Wm. W.
Hampton, John M. Harris, A. H. Horton, Rufus D. Horton,
Phineas Horton, J. A. Jarratt, Wm. Porter.

Company D—Captains, Oscar R. Rand, James T. Adams,
Gaston H. Broughton. Lieutenants, James T. Adams, Gas-
ton H. Broughton, James G. M. Jones, James B. Jordan,
Wm. Snelling, James W. Vinson, M. J. Woodall.

Compaxy E—Captains, W. 8. Webster, Stephen W. Brew-
er. Lieutenants, Stephen W. Brewer, Bryant C. Dunlap,
John R. Emerson, Orran A. Hanner, Wm. J. Headen, W. J.
Lambert, E. H. MeManus.

Company F—Captains, N. P, Rankin, Joseph R. Ballew,
Romulus M. Tuttle. Lieutenants, Joseph R. Ballew, Abner
B. Hayes, John B. Holloway, R. N. Hudspeth, Alfred T.
Stuart, Charles M. Sudderth, R. M. Tuttle.

Comprany G—Captains, W. S. McLean, John R. Lane, H.
C. Albright, A. R. Johnson. TLieutenants, H. C. Albright,
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A. R. Johnson, Wm. G. Lane, J. A. Lowe, John E. Matthews,
Samuel E. Teague, George C. Underwood.

Company H—Captains, Wm. P. Martin, Clement Dowd,
J. D. Meclver, M. McLeod. Lieutenants, Clement Dowd,
Robert W. Goldston, J. H. McGilvery, James D. Meclver, M.
MeLeod, George Willeox.

Companxy I—Captains, Wilson A. White, John T. Jones,
N. G. Bradford. Lieutenants, M. B. Blair, N. G. Bradford,
John Carson, Rufus Deal, S. P. Dula, J. C. Greer, John T.
Jones, J. G. Sudderth.

Company K—Captains, James C. Carraway, John C. Me-
Lauchlin, Thomas Lilly. Lieutenants, Wm. C. Boggan, J.
L. Henry, Wm. L. Ingram, James S. Kendall, Thomas
Lilly, John C. MecLauchlin, J. A. Polk.

The casualties in the regiment among the above officers
from first to last were as follows:

KILLED.

(Colonel H. K. Burgwyn, Jr., Lieutenant-Colonel John T.
Jones, Major Abner C. Carmichael, Captains Albright, Lilly,
Martin, Wilson and Wagg; Lieutenants J. M. Duvall, Deal,
Emerson, Hayes, Henry, Holloway, John W. Richardson,
William W. Richardson, C. M. Sudderth, Teague, Wood-
all—19.

WOUNDED.

Colonel John R. Lane, Lieutenant-Colonel James T.
Adams, Adjutant James B. Jordan; Captains Bradford,
Brewer, Broughton, Cureton, A. B. Duvall, Jarrett, Mec-
Lauchlin, McLeod, McMillan, Tuttle; Lieutenants Brietz,
Estridge, Gentry, Green, Hanner, R. D. Horton, Houck,
Hudspeth, Ingram, J. G. M. Jones, Lambert, W. G. Lane,
Lowe, McGilvery, MeManus, Polk, Porter, Snelling, Will-
cox—32.

Many of the above were wounded more than once.

CHIEF SAMUEL T. MICKEY S BAND.

A history of the Twenty-sixth Regiment would not be
complete without an account of its band, regarded as one of
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the best in the Army of Northern Virginia. It was recruited
chiefly from Salem, N. C., and most of its members belonged
to a band in that town prior to the war. Samuel Timothy
Mickey, of Salem, was the leader, and the names of the other
members are as follows: A. P. Gibson, J. A. Lineback, H.
A. Siddell, W. H. Hall, Julius A. Transon, Charles Tran-
son, A. L. Hauser, A. Meinung, W. A. Lemly, D. T. Crouse,
J. 0. Hall, W. A. Reich, D. J. Hackney, Edward Peterson.
Only one of them died during the war, viz., A. L. Hauser.

(Captain Mickey still leads a band in Salem, and 1is a pros-
perous mechanic. W. A. Lemley is the president of the
Wachovia National Bank, of Winston, N. C., and J. D.
Hackney is a Baptist Preacher.

The band was recruited for Wheeler's Battalion, but at the
capture of that command at Roanoke Island, Captain
Mickey went to New Bern to seek employment. He thus de-
scribes his first meeting with Colonel Vance: “I was sitting
in the lobby of the Gaston House, New Bern, when a man
wearing a Colonel’s uniform came in with a loaf of bread
under each arm. This was Zeb Vance. I spoke to him and
told him my errand. Colonel Vance replied: “You are the
very man I am looking for. You represent the Salem band.
Come to my regiment at Wood’s brick yard, four miles below
New Bern.” Next morning (March, 1862), I went down to
the camp, was met by Captain Horton, of Company C, and
as the result of my visit, the band was engaged and at first it
was paid by the officers.” The members being musicians of
unusual cultivation and intelligence, under Captain Mickey’s
indefatigable labors, the band soon acquired great celebrity
and was in constant demand for serenades and military
parades. On the Sunday before Gettysburg, at Fayetteville,
Pa., Chaplain Wells preached before the Brigade. His text
was “The Harvest is past, and the Summer is ended and we
are not saved.” It was an eloquent discourse and made a
great impression. After the services were over, and the
band returned to its quarters, the drvummer (W. A. Reich) re-
marked : “Boys, I believe we are going to lose our Clolonel in
the next fight. Ihd you notice his looks during the ser-
mon ¥’ Captain Mickey replied: “Yes, T did; he looked
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right serious.” As appears above in this history their Colo-
nel was lost to them in the next fight.

Captain Mickey thus writes of Gettysburg: “The Yankees
were 1n three lines on the hill pouring volley after volley on
our men as they came through the fields. The color guard
were all shot down, the colors fell fourteen times. Colonel
Burgwyn was shot down with the colors, and Captain Me-
Creery of General Pettigrew’s staff, was also killed with the
colors. General Pettigrew said the men of the Twenty-sixth
shot as if they were shooting at squirrels; that their shots
counted. After the first day’s battle, Colonel Marshall, com-
manding the brigade, sent an order for the bands of the
Twenty-sixth and Eleventh Regiments to report to his head-
quarters, that the men were anxious to hear some music. The
two bands played numerous pieces which seemed to enliven
and cheer the soldiers. While the bands were playing, they
were shelled by the enemy, and as they left a shell burst just
where they had been standing.

“On the retreat from Gettysburg to Bunker Hill, the band
serenaded General Lee and other officers. After the serenade
to General Lee, Colonel Taylor, his Adjutant General, came
out of his tent and made a little talk. Thanked the band for
the serenade, and said he didn’t know how they would get
along without bands; that they cheered up the men so much;
that he noticed the style of our music was different from that
of the other bands in the army.” Mr. W. H. Hall was cap-
tured near Green Castle on this retreat.

Just before the campaign of the Wilderness opened, Colo-
nel Lane took his band in a four-horse wagon to serenade Gen-
eral Lee at night. The Colonel was invited into General
Lee’s tent while the music was playing. General Lee re-
marked that we would not be idle many days; that Grant was
making preparations to cross; and General Lee then said if he
could only strike him with his center, he though he would be
able to make him recross in a way not so pleasant as was his
coming over. ‘I can re-enforce from each wing,” said Gen-
eral Lee. '

Later on in the conversation, General Lee remarked: “I
don’t believe we can have an army without musiec.”
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During the Spring of 1862-°63, and the winter of 1863-64,
the band was granted a furlough and gave several concerts in
different parts of the State, and everywhere met with the most
enthusiastic reception. They played at Governor Vance’s
first inanguration.

The band remained with the regiment to the end and was
captured on the retreat from Petersburg and taken to City
Point, and thence to Point Lookout. They were finally re-
leased, and Captain Mickey reached home (Salem) on 3
J'L'll}'! 1865,

DESERTIONS.

A few words on this subject is of historical interest. KEx-
cept in the closing days of the struggle, there were few, if any,
desertions to the enemy. There were numerous cases of ab-
sence without leave, but the parties did not mean to desert
their colors. Impelled by an irresistible yearning to see those
they had left behind in their humble homes, they would go
home without leave, but when this longing was gratified, they
would voluntarily rejoin their commands and do as loyal ser-
vice as any.

It became finally necessary to visit the death penalty in
instances, as an example to deter others. Sergeant Andrew
Wyatt, Company B, and some ten others of the regiment on
10 December, 1862, deserted while the regiment was sta-
tioned at Garysburg, N. C. They started for their homes in
the Western part of the State, but were arrested at a crossing
on the Roanoke river. The Sergeant was court-martialed,
convicted and condemned to be shot. While in eamp near
Magnolia, N. C., January 1863, he was taken out in a wagon
to the place of his execution, where the brigade was drawn up
In a three-quarter square to witness the shooting. The pris-
oner was blindfolded, ordered to kneel down by the freshly
dug grave, the firing squad stood with their guns at a “ready”
and the officer was reading the sentence, when an orderly rode
up with an order from General French, commanding the de-
partment, granting a pardon. Subsequent to his convietion
the officers of the regiment became satisfied that the Sergeant
only intended to go home and see his family, and then return
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to his command, and on their request, his life was spared.
Sergeant Wyatt was killed at Gettysburg, bravely doing his
duty in that famous first day’s battle.

While at Hanover Junection in June, 1863, Colonel Lane
was president of a general court-martial. Several of his reg-
iment had been tried for desertion and sentenced to be shot,
and were awaiting their execution. Among them was John
Vinson, a member of Colonel Lane’s old ecompany (Company
(G). When the regiment started for Pennsylvania these pris-
oners were marched at the rear of the regiment under guard.
Riding by their side one day, Colonel Lane remarked to
them: “Are you in sympathy with the South, and if permitted
to do so, will you help us fight in this next battle?” They
said: “We will. We only wished to go home to see our
folks.” General Lee informed of this, ordered them restored
to duty, and no soldiers fought better at Gettysburg. John
Vinson was wounded with the colors of the regiment, having
volunteered to carry them. S. T. Dula, of Company I, was
recommended by Major Jones for promotion for gallant con-
duet at Gettysburg, where he was wounded.

After the return to Virginia, he deserted, but voluntarily
returned to the regiment after an absence of two or three
weeks. Major Jones sent for him and said to him: What
in the world did you mean by doing this. You have put me
in a devil of a fix.” Dula replied that “he heard his wife had
had a little one, and he could not resist going home to see it.”
He was allowed to go on duty, and was killed at Bristoe Sta-
tion, leading the charge.

Governor Vance was most energetic in getting these “absent
without leave” men to return to their commands. He issued
several proclamations on the subject. In the proclamation
dated 27 January, 1863, he promised to use his influence with
the aunthorities to pardon all those who would return to duty
voluntarily. Many returned to their commands in response
to this proclamation, and General Lee writes Governor Vance
under date of 26 March, 1863: “I at once remitted the pen-
alties inflicted by the courts, and restored the men to duty. 1
also directed that no charges should be preferred against sol-

26
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diers who returned to duty under the promises contained in
your proclamation.”

Governor Vance ordered the militia officials to assist the
Confederate authorities in arresting those who continued to
remain away without leave. On one occasion there was a
fight between his militia officers and some deserters resisting
arrest, in which one of the militia was killed. The deserter
who did the killing was arrested and a habeas corpus was sued
out before Chief Justice Pearson, of the State Supreme
Clourt, who discharged the prisoner on the ground that the
militia had no authority to arrest a deserter from the Confed-
erate army. This first proclamation was followed by two
others dated 11 May and 24 August, 1864. In this last one,
Governor Vance gives this notice: “Warning is hereby given
that in all cases where either Civil Magistrate or Militia,
or home guard officers refuse or neglect faithfully to per-
form their duties in the arrest of deserters, upon proper evi-
dence submitted to me, the Executive protection extended
to them under Acts of Congress (Confederate) shall be with-
drawn, as I cannot certify that officers, Civil or Military, who
refuse to perform their duties are necessary to the administra-
tion of laws which they will not execute.”

MORALE OF TIHE CONFEDERATE SOLDIER.

In his Personal Memoirs, General Grant, writing of the
conduect of the Confederate troops as late as 6 April, 1865,
three days before the surrender at Appomattox, uses these
words: “There was as much gallantry displayed by some of
the Confederates in these little engagements as was displayed
at any time during the war, notwithstanding the sad defeats
of the past week.” On that day (6 April, 1865), Colonel
Washburn with two regiments of infantry and eight of cav-
alry, under Colonel Read, of General Ord’s Staff, with or-
ders to destroy the High Bridge over the Appomattox river
near Farmville, returning from the expedition, met the ad-
vance of a detachment of the Confederate army on its retreat
marching in the same direction. Colonel Washburn gave the
order to charge. It was unsuccessful. Colonels Washburn
and Read were mortally wounded, nearly every officer and
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most of the rank and file were killed or wounded, and the
balance were captured.

Iinally as his reasons for surrender, General Lee says:

“On the morning of 9 April, 1865, there were. 7,802 organ-
ized infantry with arms, 63 picces of artillery, and 2,100
cavalry, We had no subsistence for man or horse, and it
could not be gathered in the country, and the men deprived of
food and sleep for many days were worn out and exhausted.”

A member of the regiment thus writes under date of 3 Au-
gust, 1900: “The morale, the elan, the physique of the
Twenty-sixth, hag not been equalled. My greatest glory is
that 1 was so intimately associated with its history.”

We will bring this history to a close by a short biographi-
cal sketeh of some of those through whose labors and military
gkill the regiment was brought to that state of high efficiency
which enabled it to accomplish such feats of arms as will for
all time set 1t apart as one of the most famous military com-
mands in the annals of war.

The youthfulness of the officers of the regiment was re-
markable. Colonel Burgwyn’s class at the Virginia Military
Institute was not to have gradnated until June, 1861, but
was graduated in April previous, to enable its members to of-
fer their services in the war then inevitable between the
United States and the New Confederacy of Southern States,
organized at Montgomery, Ala., February, 1861.

Lieutenant-Colonel John T. Jones was to have gradunated at
Chapel Hill (University of the State) in June, 1861, but
volunteered in a eompany organized at Chapel Hill in the
Spring of 1861, that became Company D, of the Bethel Reg-
iment.

Captains Wilson, Albright, Tuttle, and MeLaughlin, also
left college prior to their graduation, to join the army.

Colonel Vance was thirty-one years old and Colonel Lane
twenty-six when they volunteered. Lieutenant-Colonel
Adams had barelv attained his majority when he was elected
Third Lieutenant in the Wake Guards, and Captains Wilson,
Lilly, Broughton, Cureton, Duvall, and the company officers,
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almost without exception, were under twenty-five years of age
when they volunteered.

COLONEL ZERULON BAIRD VANCE.

The civie career of this distinguished citizen of North
Carolina appears in so many publications we will confine our
remarks entirely to his military record. A member of the
regiment thus speaks of him as a soldier: “I remember well
the first time I ever saw him. He had no appearance in the
world of a soldier; his hair was long and flowing over his
shoulders, and he was wearing a little seal skin coat, from
which I judged him to be a Chaplain. He had not long been
ahsent from the hustings of Western North Carolina, and had
but little experience in war as Captain in the Fourteenth
Regiment. When he came to the camp he soon began to dis-
play the same qualities which made him so popular all over
our State.

“In the first place he had the keenest sympathy with his
men. They soon came to feel that Colonel Vance loved them,
and made their troubles his own. In the next place, Colonel
Vanece was able to inspire his men with the belief that he had
confidence in them. These two essentials to a good com-
manding officer were, perhaps never possessed by any man to
a greater degree than by Colonel Vance.

“In drill and discipline, Colonel Vance was at first defi-
cient. I mention this not in any way to diseredit him, for
his life as a politician had given him no opportunity to de-
velop these essentials in the character of an officer.

“I mention the fact to show the wisdom he displayed in
the matter, for when he saw his regiment deteriorating, he
recognized his deficiency and set about to correet it. He
turned to his Lieutenant-Colonel, Harry King Burgwyn, who
had been trained at the Virginia Military Institute, and was
a very master of drill and discipline. IIe put himself and
his subordinates under the tutorship of this brilliant young
officer. The result was most satisfactory. Colonel Vance
and many of his officers soon bhecame well schooled in the
methods of drill and discipline, and his regiment became al-
most a perfect Instrnment of war, devoted to their com-
mander. In battle T always marked him as cool and eoura-
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geous. When duty called Vance from the army to be Gov-
ernor of North Carolina, in the most trying period of the war,
he had gained much from his career as Colonel of the Twen-
ty-sixth that I believe he found valuable in his future duties.
He had a sympahtetic knowledge of the needs of the Con-
federate soldier, the war wrought into his sinews; he knew
how with all his kindness to deal firmly with men and affairs.
He was a better Governor for having been Colonel.”

COLONEL HARRY KING BURGWYN, JR.

A short time after the death of this young officer, born 3
October, 1841, probably the youngest of his rank in the Con-
federate army—obituary notices appeared in the Raleigh pa-
pers. From one of them we copy: “It would be unjust to the
living no less than to the memory of the young hero and
martyr who now sleeps beneath the sod of a distant and for-
eign State, were the death of Colonel Harry King Burgwyn,
Jr., permitted to pass with the brief notice of his fall pub-
lished in a late number of this paper.

““The life, career and death of young Burgwyn, convey a
lesson to the vouth of this Confederacy which cannot be too
well studied and thoroughly profited by. He was the eld-
est son of Henry King Burgwyn, Esq.,, of Northampton
County, in this State, his mother was Miss Anna Greenough,
of Boston, Mass., and had barely attained the age of twenty-
one years when he attested his love for his country by the sac-
rifice of his life on the altar of its liberties.- Born to the en-
joyment of affiuence, he might, as too many of our youth do,
have been content to grow up in idleness and luxurious ease.
But such a life had no charms for him. Blessed with a fine
capacity and docile disposition, he well availed himself of the
abundant means of education afforded him by his parents.

“His education preparatory to his entrance into the Univer-
sity of the State, was partly from private tutors in the family
and at Burlington, New Jersey, and at West Point, where he
swvas a private pupil of Foster,—mow the Yankee General at
New Bern. Leaving West Point, he entered the University
of his State, and eraduated with the highest honors (1859).
At this period he might, as the phrase goes, have been consid-
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ered ‘educated.’” Not so, however, thought his father. Fore-
seeing the difficulties which have culminated in a war between
the South and the North, and desirous that his son should be
prepared for usefulness in every emergency, he placed him
in the Virginia Military Institute, where he was when hos-
tilities commenced. Of the course of young Burgwyn 1n
that institution an idea may be formed from the following
letter from the now lamented Stonewall Jackson:

“LrxineToN, Va., April 16, 1361.
Sir:—The object of this letter is to recommend Cadet H.
K. Burgwyn, of North Carolina, for a commission in the ar-
tillery of the Southern Confederacy. Mr. B. is not only
a high-toned Southern gentleman, but in consequence of the
highly practical as well as scientific character of his mind,
he possesses qualities well calculated to make him an ornas
ment not only to the artillery, but to any branch of the mili-
tary service. T. J. Jackson,
Prof. Nat. Phil. and Instr. Va. M. L
To L. P. Walker, Secretary of War.’

“The discriminating and sagacious judgment of the pro-
fegsor has been fully attested by the career of the pupil from
the moment he entered the service to the day on which he met
a soldier’s fate on the bloodiest field of the war, as with colors
in hand, he was leading his men on to vietory. When New
Bern fell, he was the last man of his regiment to cross the
creek on the retreat—having refused to enter the boat until
all were safely passed over. On this occasion young Bur-
ogwyn was Lieutenant-Colonel of the regiment, the Colonel
being the present Governor, Vance.

“From this State we follow the subject of our narrative to
the bloody fields around Richmond, winding up with the ter-
rific fight at Malvern Hill, in which his regiment was unsur-
passed for heroism by any troops on the field.

“On the resignation of Colonel Vance, when he became Gov-
ernor-elect of the State, young Burgwyn was promoted Colo-
nel, and soon thereafter we find him again in service in his
native State. In the eritical campaign in Martin County,
when the enemy were threatening disastrous consequences to
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the region of the Roanoke river, we find Colonel Burgwyn
performing signal services, especially in the engagement of
Rawls’ Mills, where he displayed a cool judgment and indom-
itable courage of which a veteran of many years standing
might have been proud. In all the course of this career, so
well caleulated ““to turn the head” of one so young, Colonel
Burgwyn displayed a modesty so commendable that he
silenced the tongue of envy and won the confidence of his
brothers in arms. When on Governor Vance’s resignation, it
was suggested that he was too young.for the Coloneley, Gen-
eral D. H. Hill wrote of him: ‘Lieutenant-Colonel Bur-
gwyn has shown the highest qualities of a soldier and officer,
in camp and on the battle field, and ought by all means to be
promoted.’

“As we have seen, Colonel Burgwyn did receive the promo-
tion and subsequently was strongly recommended for the
higher command of Brigadier-General.

“We have thus given a brief sketch of the career of one
whose death in the very outset of manhood prompts the ques-
tion, ‘If he was such in the gristle, what would he not have
been in the bone ?’ 7’

His last words after sending a farewell to his parents and
family were: “Tell the General my men never failed me
at a single point.” “Felix non solum claritate vitae, sed
etitam opportunitate mortis.”

In a letter from Major George P. Collins, Brigade Quarter-
master, written from the battle field and dated 3 July, 1863,
and addressed to Colonel Burgwyn’s father at Raleigh, N. C,,
he thus deseribes the end: “Captain J. J. Young (Regimen-
tal Quartermaster) has nndertaken to give you the sad news
of your son’s death, but I cannot let the opportunity pass
without expressing my deep sympathy with his bereaved par-
ents and family, as well as testifying to the gallant and sol-
dierly manner in which he met his death. He was one of
eleven (afterwards ascertained to be fourteen) shot bearing
the colors of his regiment, and fell with his sword in his hand,
cheering his men on to victory. The ball passed through the
lower part of both lungs and he lived about two hours. Among
his last words he asked how his men fought, and said they
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would never disgrace him. He died in the arms of Lieuten-
ant Louis G. Young (Aide de Camp to General Pettigrew)
bidding all farewell and sending love to his mother, father,
sister and brothers.” Ie was buried under a walnut tree (a
gun case answering for a coffin) by Major Collins and Cap-
tain J. J. Young, assisted by M. F. Boyle, of Company B,
the regimental mail carrier, and by Jesse T. Ferguson, of
Company C, the regimental Commissary Sergeant. In the
Spring of 1867 his remains were brought from Gettysburg,
and re-interred in the Soldier’s Cemetery at Raleigh, where
he rests in the midst of his comrades who wore the gray, and
who, like him, gave up their lives in the defense of a cause
they believed holy and just. A handsome monument erected
by his parents marks the grave.

On 20 October, 1897, a portrait of the “Three Colonels of
the Twenty-sixth Regiment,” on one canvass, was presented
to the State with appropriate ceremonies. The presentation
took place during Fair Week, and was held in the Central
Hall of the main building at the Fair grounds.

COLONEL JOHN RANDOILPH LANE.

This battle scarred veteran still lives (April, 1901) in vig-
orous manhood. He was born in Chatham County, 4 July,
1835, and is a direct descendant from Colonel Joel Lane,
of Wake County, from whom the land on which the City of
Raleigh 1s located was bought. General Joe Lane, the Vice-
Presidential candidate in 1860 on the Breckinridge and Lane
ticket, was his near relative.

He enlisted as a private in Company G and soon became
Corporal.  On the resignation of his Captain in the Fall of
1861, he was elected over the heads of all his commissioned
officers, to command the company. He was re-elected Cap-
tain at the reorganization of the regiment in the Spring of
1862. At the battle of New Bern, Captain Lane was com-
plimented for bravery and coolness under fire, and in the
_night attack on 25 June, 18062, upon his regiment while on
picket, referred to in the body of this history, his company
was one of the three which stood firm under such a trying
ordeal. |

On the promotion of Lieutenant-Colonel Burgwyn, to the
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Coloneley, the position of Major also being vacant, owing to
the death of Major Kendall, Captain Lane was promoted
over several senior captains to be Lieutenant-Colonel. After
Gettysburg, he was made full Colonel, his commission bore
date of 1 July, 1863, in recognition of his heroic conduct on
that battle field. Seeing his Colonel fall, he immediately as-
sumed command, and realizing that if the death of their Col-
onel was known it would have a depressing effect upon the
men, he did not impart it to the regiment, but inspired his
men with the cheering words that fell from the lips of his
stricken commander, and seizing his flag, calls upon his men
to follow him. All depended now on Colonel Lane. There
1s a line of the enemy yet to be broken, and there is only a
handful of his men left to do the work. We have seen how
the erisis was met and the glorious victory and its cost. Gen-
eral Pettigrew anxiously watching the contest, when he
saw the enemy giving way on their last line before this des-
perate charge of the regiment, with Colonel Lane at the head,
exclaims: It is the bravest act I ever saw.” As described
in the body of this article, Colonel Lane was thought to be
mortally wounded, but escaping capture, he returned to duty
in the Fall of 1863. Wounded at the battle of the Wilder-
ness, b May, 1864, he refused a furlough. Again wounded
in right leg at Yellow Tavern, south of Petersburg, in sum-
mer of 1864, but refused to leave the field. At Reams’ Sta-
tion 25 Angust, 1864, he was wounded in left breast, just
over the heart by a piece of shell, fracturing two ribs and
breaking one, and tearing open the flesh to the bone. Sup-
posed to be mortally wounded, he wonderfully recovered and
returned to duty November, 1864 ; remained in ecommand
until broken down by exposure and suffering from his
wounds, he went to the hospital for treatment, and was at
Danville, Va., when the remnnant of his heroie regiment sur-
rendered at Appomattox. He was paroled at Greensboro, N.
C., on 2 May, 1865, and returned to his home to take up the
strngegle for a living he had laid aside four years before.
Since the war Colonel Lane has become a prosperous mer-
chant and large land owner in his native county, all accumu-
lated by his untiring energy, business ability and thrift. He
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is conspicuous for his liberality and devotion to the old com-
rades of his immortal regiment.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JOHN THOMAS JONES.

Was born in Caldwell County, N. C., on 21 January, 1841.
In 1857 he entered the University of North Carolina and
there remained until the breaking out of the war between the
States. During his senior year, and just prior to his gradua-
tion, he volunteered as a private in the Orange Light In-
fantry commanded by Captain R. J. Ashe, which company
became Company D in the “Bethel” Regiment. He was with
his regiment at the battle of Big Bethel, and after its term of
service expired, came home to Caldwell County and engaged
actively in enlisting that body of men which became known
to fame as Company I, of the Twenty-sixth North Carolina
Regiment of Infantry. Was elected Second Lieutenant, and
upon the reorganization of the regiment for the war, was
elected Captain; was promoted to be Major of the regiment
when the noble Harry Burgwyn became Colonel, and after Col-
onel Burgwyn’s glorious death, became Lieutenant-Colonel in
place of Colonel Lane, who succeeded the gallant Burgwyn.

He passed through all the battles and combats in which his
regiment was engaged, distinguishing himself especially at
Rawls’ Mills and Gettysburg. In the latter battle he re-
ceived a wound, but he declined to leave the field, and com-
manded the regiment after the fall of Colonels Burgwyn and
LLane, and was in command of the bricade at the close of
the charge on the third day. At the great battle of the Wil-
derness, 6 May, 1864, after the wounding of Colonel Lane, he
assumed command and was mortally wounded leading his reg-
iment in a charge against overwhelming numbers. When
told by Assistant Surgeon W. W. Gaither that his wound was
mortal, says the Surgeon: “With a most yearning expression
he replied, ‘It must not be. I was born to acecomplish more
good than I have done.” ”

After the battle of Gettysburg, where his younger brother,
Walter, a private in Company I, was killed, Lieutenant-Clolo-
nel Jones, then Major, was for some time in command of the
brigade, all the other field officers present at the battle having
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been killed or wounded. His remains, with those of his
brother, rest in one grave in the family cemetery in the beau-
tiful “Happy Valley” in Caldwell County. The John T.
Jones Camp, U. C. V., of Lenoir, N. C., is named in honor
of this brave soldier and meritorious officer. The friendship
between Colonel Jones and Colonel Burgwyn was so marked
that subsequent to their deaths one of the officers of the regi-
ment composed some beautiful lines on “Colonels Harry,
and John,” likening them to Jonathan and David.

DESERVING OF SPECIAL MENTION.

Laeutenant-Colonel James T. Adams. This meritorious
officer roge from Second Lieutenant in Company D, from
Wake County, to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the regiment, and
during the last days of the war was in command of the regi-
ment and on the retreat from Petersburg, was at times in
command of the brigade.

He was wounded through the hip at Malvern Hill and seri-
ously through the shonlder at Gettysburg, and exeept while on
furlough from wounds was never excused from duty. At
Spottsvlvania Court House, the brigade was ordered to drive
the enemy from their position which menaced General Lee’s
rear and communications with Richmond. ‘‘The enemy had
made a breastwork out of a fence in a piney old field and
chinked the cracks between the rails with dry pine straw. As
the brigade neared them, the enemy set fire to the fence and
old field which burnt rapidly. Nothing daunted, the Con-
federates charged through the flames and over the burning
fence, and drove their opponents in discomfiture from the
field.”

At Hancock’s defeat at Burgess’ Mill, on the Boydton
plank road south of Petersburg, 27 October, 1864, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Adams in command of the regiment, acted with
such conspicuons gallantry as to call forth the warm com-
mendation of his brigade commander, General William Mac-
Rae. The brigade with other troops were ordered to dis-
lodge Haneock, who had cut through the Confederate lines.
The brigade charged the enemy in its front, drove him from
his position, eapturing a battery. The troops on our left
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failed to carry the lines in their front and the Federals closed
in behind MacRae’s Brigade and completely cut them off
from their friends. The brigade reformed, about faced and
charged, forcing their way through and in a hand to hand
fight captured a battery and carried it out with them. In
this action, the color-bearer of the Twenty-sixth Regiment was
either shot down in the charge or got beyond eyesight in the
dense swamp and undergrowth through which the men
charged, and after it was over, the order was given to fall in
on the colors of the Forty-fourth Regiment. Colonel Adams,
who had lingered behind to see what had become of his color-
bearer, ran out between the lines, and thinking his men a
little downeast at losing their colors, he jumped up on a
stump and called out, “Twenty-sixth, rally on your com-
mander. He is here if his colors are lost.” The men re-
sponded with a cheer.

At the brilliant vietory of Reams’ Station, after Colonel
Lane was wounded, Lieutenant-Colonel Adams took com-
mand and was ever thereafter present with his regiment until
its surrender at Appomattox, where he signed the paroles of
his eommand.

Since the war (Colonel Adams has resided in Wake County,
a prosperouns man in his business, respected and esteemed
by all.

Dr. Thomas J. Boykin was Surgeon of the regiment, and
remained with it until Colonel Vanee’s election as Governor,
when he became Brigade Surgeon of Ransom’s Brigade, and
later was appointed State agent and sent to the Bermuda
Islands, to handle blockade supplies for the State.

Dr. Boykin was born in Sampson County, N. C., in 1828,
educated at Wake Forest College, and graduated at the Med-
ical Department of the University of Pennsylvania. Prac-
ticed his profession in Kinston and Clinton, but removed to
Nebraska Territory about the year 1856. Was elected a
member of the upper branch of the Territorial Legislature.
Immediately after the fall of Fort Sumter, (14 April, 1861)
he returned to his native State and was appointed Surgeon
of the Twenty-sixth Ilegiment.

Assistant Surgeon Willtam W. Gaither. This officer who
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most faithfully and acceptably served with the regiment until
December, 1864, when he was promoted to be Surgeon of the
Twenty-eighth North Carolina Regiment, graduated from
the Jetfersom Medical College of Philadelphia, in the class of
1860. Enlisted as a private in the “Hibriten Mountain-
eers,” which became the afterwards famous Company F, in
the Twenty-sixth Regiment. At first, serving as Hospital
Steward, he was soon commissioned Assistant Surgeon, as-
signed fo the regiment and put in charge of the hospital at
Carolina City, below New Bern.

At Gottysburg, Dr. Gaither was all night getting the
wounded from the field of the first day’s ficht and worked
with them all the next day and night. On the afternoon of
the third day, went to the regiment in line of battle. Under
date of 5 September, 1900, Dr. Gaither writes: “I was on
the field, saw the futile charge on the Cemetery wall, and the
recoil. I got only three of the slightly wounded. When we
got to Hagerstown, I went to sleep and slept for two entire
days, so utterly exhausted I was.”

Not one of the wounded who crossed the Potomae, but re-
turned to duty sooner than any who before or after stopped in
hospital. Fourteen patients marched all night in a big rain
twelve miles, sick from three to twelve days with malarial
fever, and none reported sick next morning. The doctor nar-
rates this incident: “D. L. and R. C., members of Company
I, from Caldwell County, had been fighting off and on during
the day. About evening R. C. says to D. L., ‘Demps, I’ll
hurt yon directly,” and proceeded to knock him down and
pulled cut his right eye ball. 1). 1. did not even report sick.
Two davs after I found him lagging a little in the rear and
asked him what was the matter. He said: ‘R. C. had pulled
his eye out, but it was all right now.” While in camp at
Garysburg, N. C., Fall of 1862, two patients with smallpox
in third day of eruption, came to Surgeon’s call wanting to
know what caused the breaking out. They were not isolated
and there were no new cases in the regiment, but more intense
inflammation in all vaccinated arms.

In the winter of 1863-’64, while the army was in winter
quarters around Orange Court House, Va., the number of
men absent without leave at home became a matter of serious
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consideration, and the best way to put a stop to 1t was can-
vassed among the officers. There were several publications
in the newspapers on the subject, and Assistant Surgeon
Gaither wrote a set of resolutions which were passed by the
officers in meeting, which attracted general notice and were
universally approved as the best presentation of the situation
that appemed

{,aptrmn Joseph J. I oung, A. Q. M. This g&ntleman
had an nnique experience as a soldier. He was the regimen-
tal quartermnaster from the beginning to the close, and no
command was ever blessed with a better one. He was wrap-
ped up in his regiment and he could not do too much for
them. He has kept copies of the regimental muster and pay
rolls of the regiment which he treasures as among his most
valuable possessions to be bequeathed to his children. In
the latter months of the war when the number of the regimen-
tal quartermasters was reduced to two to a brigade, he and
Captain John Gatlin, Fifty-second Regiment, were retained
for MacRuae’s Brigade, and thus in addition to the care of
hig regiment, the brigade also received the benefit of Cap-
tain Young's valuable services and experience, and he always
acted brigade quartermaster in the absence of Major Collins.

It was Captain Young’s timely information, carried to
Colonel Vance at the Captain’s great personal risk, during
the battle of New Bern,which advised Colonel Vanece of the re-
treat of the other troops in time to enable the Colonel to with-
draw the Twenty-sixth Regiment from the works and escape
capture. We have seen how prompt Captain Young is to
write his old Colonel the day after the battle of Gettysburg,
of the glorious record this regiment made on that gory stained
field ; and as he began his military career with them, so at the
end he was one of his immortal regiment to surrender at Ap-
pomattox.

Captain Young was born in Wake County, 1 January,
1832, and 1n May, 1861, he enlisted in Captain O. R. Rand’s
Company 1), in the Twenty-sixth Regiment; was appointed
by Colonel Vance Quartermaster of his regiment.

In December, 1864, Captain Young was sent to Eastern
Nerth Carolina to collect and forward supplies to Lee’s army.
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Adjutant James B. Jordan was born in Raleigh, N. C., 8
June, 1856. He was in business in Tennessee when on the
secession of South Carolina, he returned to his native State
and was elected First Lieutenant in Company 1), of the
Twenty-sixth Regiment and at the organization he was ap-
pointed Adjutant.

This position he held with honor and distinction until in
the third day’s fight at Gettysburg, he was seriously wounded,
taken prisoner and carried to Johnson’s Island, where he
was detained as a prisoner until the elose of the war.

In 1888, he was made Clerk of the Cireuit Court of Volu-
sia County, I'lorida, which position he held at his death, 27
April, 1899,

Captain Samuel P. Wagg, Company A. This gallant
young officer was killed in the charge of Pettigrew on the
third day at Gettyshurg, within a few feet of the enemy’s
works. When the call for troops was issued at the breaking
out of hostilities, he promptly enlisted in the first company
that was organized in his county (Ashe) and was elected its
First Sergeant. At the reorganization of the regiment in the
Spring of 1562, he was elected Captain and was ever at his
post of duty. Captain Wagg was buried on the field.

Captain Thomas J. Cureton, Company B. This officer
succeeded to the command of Company B on the death of
the gallant Captain William Wilson, killed on the first day’s
fight at (rettyshurg.

Lieutenant Cureton was himself wounded on the third day
in the shoulder, but declined to leave the field, and assisted
in reforming the brigade as its shattered remnants recoiled
from the assault on Cemetery Heights.

Captain Cureton was again wounded at Hanover Junetion
on 23 May, 1864, while in command of the skirmish line, but
retnrned to duty in December, 1864, and remained with his
regiment until the close, and much of the time was in com-
mand of it on the retreat to Appomattox, when Colonel
Adams was in command of the brigade.

Before the war, Captain Cureton was a farmer, living in
U'nion Connty, N. C. His grandfather owned the property
in the Waxhaw settlement, North Carolina, where Andrew
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Jackson was born, and where Captain Cureton’s father was
born. Sinece the war, ('aptain Cureton has resided in Char-
lotte, N. C., and Fort Mills, S. (., engaged in business as a
cotton merchant, and now lives at Windsor, S. C.

Captain Stephen W. Brewer, Company E, was born in
Chatham County 26 September, 1835 ; enlisted in Company
E, Tiwenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment; was elected
Third Lieutenant when the company was organized, and at
its reorganization in the Spring of 1862, was elected Cap-
tain.

After the first day’s fight at Gettysburg, in which his com-
pany lost 18 killed and mortally wounded, and 52 wounded,
he led the twelve remaining into the third day’s fight, that
historie, but disastrous charge of Pickett and Pettigrew, and
lost all but two killed and wounded. Captain Brewer was
shot down, badly wounded, carrying his regiment’s flag and
fell near the enemy’s line.

He was captured at Greencastle, Md., on the retreat from
Gettysburg, and was confined as a prisoner of war in differ-
ent Federal prisons, chiefly at Johnson’s Island, Ohio, until
March, 1865, when he was paroled.

In 1880 Captain Brewer was elected Sheriff of Chatham
Jounty, and re-elected four successive terms. He died 1
March, 1397.

Brave in battle, gentle in peace, charitable and honorable
in all his dealings, beloved and respected by all who knew
him, he was a model citizen, and has left a good name that
his children can justly elaim as their proudest heritage.

Captain Joseph R. Ballew, Company F, who became Cap-
tain of Company F on the promotion of Captain Rankin, as
Major; was born 20 April, 1832, in Burke County. In 1852
he went to California via Charleston and Panama.

It required 130 days to make the trip. In 1859 he re-
tnrned to North Carolina, making the return trip in 22 days.
On the breaking out of the war, he was elected First Lieuten-
ant of Company F, Twenty-sixth Regiment.

Captain Romulus Morrison Tuttle, Company F, famous
as having commanded a company which at the battle of Get-
tysburg, out of 91 rank and file taken into action, had every
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man killed or wounded, himself among the number
(wounded) ; was born in Lenoir, Caldwell County, N. C., 1
December, 1842, and left school in July, 1861, to join the
army ; was successively Orderly Sergeant, First Lieutenant,
and Captain of Company I, Twenty-sixth North Carolina
Regiment.

Was wounded four times in the four years service, viz: At
Gettyshurg, 1 July, 1863, right limb seriously fractured be-
low the knee, which has never gotten entirely well; at the
Wilderness, 5 May, 1864, centrally in the breast by minie
ball, a flesh wound only—here his company lost 19 out of 26
men  taken into action; west of Petershurg by a four-ounce
canister ball in left hreast, causing an ugly contusion and
great suffering; and on 30 September, 1864, on the Squirrel
Level road, south of Petersburg, in left forearm by minie
ball, shattering the larger bone and necessitating a resection
of three or four inches.

At the reorganization of the regiment for the war, April,
1862, Orderly Sergeant Tuttle was elected First Lieutenant,
and on the resignation of his Captain, Jos. R. Ballew, in the
Fall of the same year, he was promoted to the Captaincy.

After the war this battle secarred veteran, but mere youth
in years, returned to college to complete his education, and in
June, 1869, graduated at Davidson College, N. C.

He now (April, 1901) has charge of the Collierstown Pres-
byterian Church, near Lexington, Va.

Captain Henry Clay Albright, Company . This gal-
lant young officer, born 12 July, 1842, left college to enter the
army as Second Lieutenant of Company G, Twenty-sixth
North Carolina Regiment, and on Captain John R. Lane’s
promotion to be Lientenant-Colonel of the regiment, Lieuten-
ant Albright was made Captain of the company.

He was a “wonderfully good officer’ is the testimonv of his
regimental commander. He passed unscathed through all
engagements and battles, though present with his regiment all
the time, until the spirited engagement of 29 September,
1864, on the Vaughan road, south of Petersburg, he was mor-

' L
ot
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tally wounded, and on 27 October he died in the Winder hos-
pital.

Captain William Wilson, Company B, was killed at Get-
tyshurg on the first day’s fight gallantly leading his men up
the hill and through McPherson’s woods. Left school to
join the army, and in June, 1861, was elected First Lieuten-
ant of Companyv 13, Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment.
At the reorganization of the regiment in April, 1862, he was
elected Captain. Ile would have achieved higher command
had he survived the fateful battle of Gettysburg. He was
buried on the field by the side of his Colonel. They were
stricken about the same time and fell within a few feet of
each other.

Captawn William Pinckney Martin, Company H, was born
4 October, 1817. He was elected a delegate to the proposed
Constitutional Convention 28 February, 1861; but as the
calling of the Convention was defeated, he did not take his
seat. Ilis was the first company that volunteered from his
county. It became Company H, Twenty-sixth Regiment.
He was shot in the head at the battle of New Bern just be-
fore the regiment had orders to retreat, and was buried on the
field.

Captain James D. Mclver, Company H, was born in
Moore County, N. C., 14 December, 1833 ; graduated from
Davidson College in June, 1859; volunteered in the first
company raised in his county, and was elected Second Lieu-
tenant in July, 1861. This company became Company H,
in the Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment.

On the resignation of Captain Clement Dowd in the Spring
of 1862, Lientenant Meclver succeeded him as Captain of the
company and remained in the regiment until the Fall of
1563 ; was in all the battles in which his regiment was en-
gaged up to that time, except the battle of Gettysburg, at
which time he was absent on furlongh. Captain MecIver was
a most gallant and competent officer, and his leaving the regi-
ment was much regretted. ~After the war he was County So-
licitor, member of the Legislature in 1876, Solicitor of his
Distriet in 1878-1886, Judge Superior Court 1890-1898,

Captain James C. MecLauchlin, Company K. This ae-
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complished officer became Captain of his company in the re-
organization for the war, April, 1862. He was wounded at
Malvern Hill and again at Gettysburg, this last time so
severely that it disabled him for service in the field, and he
resigned from the regiment to accept lighter duty. Since the
war for more than twenty years and at the present (April,
1901) Captain McLauehlin has been Clerk of the Superior
Court for Anson, his native county.

Captain Thomas ILally, Company K, who succeeded to
the command of his Company, K, on the resignation of Cap-
tain McLauchlin, was also wounded at Gettysburg. Ie rose
from Corporal and became recognized as one of the best of-
ficers in the brigade. He had command of the sharpshooters
of the brigade, and fell mortally wounded 25 March, on the
Jines at Petersburg.

Laeutenant Orren Alston Hanner, Company E, enlisted
28 May, 1861, at the age of 18 as a private in Company E,
Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment; was wounded at
Malvern Hill 1 July, 1862 ; promoted to Second Lieutenant
of the company in October, 1862 ; severely wounded at Get-
tysburg 1 July, 1863, and captured on the retreat of the
Confederate army ; carried first to hospital at David’s Island,
New York, then to prison at Johnson’s Island, Ohio, where
he remained until paroled in March, 1865. Has been a
member of the General Assembly in 1872, 1874, and 1880.

Lieutenant Hanner was one of the bravest and best subal-
tern officers of the regiment. He and his Captain (S. W.
Brewer) were both wounded and captured at Gettysburg, and
the First Lieutenant, John B. KEmerson, was mortally
wounded at the same time. Captain Brewer’s and Lieuten-
ant Hanner’s imprisonment prevented their being promoted
to the positions of Major and First Lieutenant respectively.

Farst Laeutenant Gaston H. Broughton, Compuny D, was
born in Wake County, 1838, enlisted in Company D, 1861,
was promoted First Lieutenant 28 April, 1862, was wounded
at the foot of the stone wall in the third day’s charge at Get-
tysburg and remained a prisoner till the end of the war. He
has been a farmer and a good citizen since the war and is
now custodian of the Supreme Court building in Raleigh.
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Lieutenant James G. M. Jones, Company D, was born
near Holly Springs, Wake County, on 19 July, 1839
He enlisted in Company D, Twenty-sixth Regiment. At
first a Sergeant, at the reorganization in April, 1862, he was
elected Second Lieutenant of the company.

At Gettysburg, Lieutenant Jones was severely wounded in
the hip. Through the kindness of Captain Young, Lieuten-
ant Jones and his Captain (Adams) managed to get on a
four-horse wagon loaded with wheat, and got safely to the
Potomac river, and thence to the hospital at Richmond. He
returned to duty 19 December, 1863, at Orange Court House,
and took command of the company, his senior (Brough-
ton) being prisoner of war, wounded and captured at Get-
tysburg. On 10 May, 1864, at Spottsylvania Court House,
Lieutenant Jones was again wounded in the left breast, and
would have been killed but for a dagnerrotype of his sweet-
heart in his left breast pocket which deflected the ball. This
lady he subsequently married. He returned to duty in Sep-
tember, 1864, and remained in command of his company
until in the action at Burgess Mill, south of Petersburg, on
27 October, 1864, he was taken prisoner and confined at Fort
Delaware until June, 1865, when he was liberated.

Lieutenant George Willcox, Company H, was born 17
June, 1835. He enlisted in Company H, Twenty-sixth
North Carolina Regiment. At the reorganization of the reg-
iment for the war in the Spring of 1862, he was elected Sec-
ond Lieutenant of the company and remained as such until
the Fall of 1864, when he was appointed Captain of Com-
pany H, in the Forty-sixth North Carolina Regiment, of
Cooke’s Brigade, in the same (Heth’s) Division.

Captain Willeox was in all the battles and actions in which
his command was engaged during the war, except at Malvern
Hill, and when he was absent on wonnded furlough. In the
first day’s fight at Getivsburg, he was badly wounded while
carrying the flag of his regiment (see account of the battle in
this sketeh); was captured, but rescued on the retreat and
returned to his cominand in time to take part in the battle
of the Wilderness, in which battle he was again severely
wounded, this time through the shoulder.
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Returning to duty, he joined his regiment in the trenches
around Petersburg, and was captured in the action at Bur-
gess Mill 27 October, 1864, but escaped from the enemy dur-
ing the night and rejoined his command. He represented
Moore County in the Legislature of 1885-’86 ; also Moore and
Randolph counties in the Senate in 1891-°92. Captain Will-
cox had three brothers in the war, he being the eldest. The
next in age to him, W. M. Willcox, was a Lieutenant in Lid-
dell’s Brigade, Pat Cleburne’s Division, General Bragg’s
army, and was killed at the battle of Chicamaunga (September
-19-20, 1863); Robert P. Willecox, another brother, was a
member of Company H, Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regi-
ment, and though several times wounded, survived the war
several years. The youngest brother Herman Husband Will-
cox, as stated above, was killed at Gettysburg.

Lieutenant Wm. N. Snelling, Company D, enlisted on 10
June, 1861, in Company D, Twenty-sixth North Carolina
Regiment. At the reorganization of the regiment, in the
Spring of 1862, he was made Orderly Sergeant, and after
Gettysburg, he was promoted to be Third Lieutenant. At
this battle, every one of his company officers were killed or
wounded, and Third Lieutenant Marion J. Woodall being
killed, Sergeant Snelling was promoted Second Lieutenant,
to date from 5 July, 1863, and placed in command of the
company.

Tieutenant Snelling was twice wounded, once in the left
breast and once in the leg. Except when recovering from
these wounds, and once on a thirty days’ furlough, Lieutenant
Suelling was with his regiment, frequently detailed to act as
Adjutant, and always ready for duty. IHe was with his regi-
ment wlen it surrendered at Appomattox, and during the last
few months of the war he was in command of Companies A. C
and D, consolidated. Lieutenant Snelling made out the mus-
ter and pay rolls of his company from the beginning to the
end, and would have received higher promotion, but from
the fact that his Captain remained a prisoner of war after
his capture at Gettysburg, and there was no vacancy.

Leonidas L. Polk, Sergeant-Major, was born in Amnson
County in 1837, and was of the same family as Colonel
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Thomas Polk, President James K. Polk and Lieutenant-Gen-
eral (Bishop) Leonidas Polk. In 1860 he was a member of
the Lower House of the General Assembly. In 1862 he en-
listed in Company K, Twenty-sixth North Carolina Troops,
and was soon appointed Sergeant-Major. In 1863 he was
promoted to a Lieutenancy in the Forty-third North Carolina,
and was severely wounded at Gettysburg. In 1864 he re-
siened upon being elected to the Legislature. In 1889-1892
he was president of The National Farmers Alliance and died
11 June of the latter year and is buried in Oakwood Ceme-
tery, Raleigh, N. C.

Private W. W. Edwards, Company E, was born 22 Octo-
ber, 1841, was in most of the battles in which the regiment
was engaged ; was wounded at Gettysburg, but returned to
duty in time to take part in the battle of the Wilderness, May
1864, and the almost daily engagements with the enemy on
the retreat to Richmond.

On one of these oceasions, in front of the regiment was a
school house occupied by the enemy’s sharpshooters. It be-
came necessary to drive them away and Colonel Lane called
for volunteers for the dangerous work. Among those who
responded was Private Edwards. Taking a few of his
comrades with him, he crept up to the house and by a well
directed fire, drove the enemy out of this house and the men
were no more annoved from that part of the line. After the
war Mr. Edwards became associated in the publication of the
Messenger at Siler City, and under the nom de plume of
“Buck,” became one of the most popular writers in the State.

THE END.

There 1s not a statement contained in this history that has
not been obtained from official records, or from those who
were actors in the events narrated. The mere recital of the
story without embellishment is glory enough. Probably it
will be vouchsated to no soldiers in the future to suffer such
a loss in open battle as the Twenty-sixth sustained at Gettys-
burg. There is no record in the past of such sustained hero-
ism on a field of battle. Such being the case, it was meet
and proper that the facts should be set out in detail, that
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honor shounld be given where honor was due. Such heroism
as the Confederate soldier displayed cannot be in vain. Some
good fo the world must come from such sacrifice.

Nothing less than sublime confidence in the Justice of the
Cause could inspire humanity to such deeds of glory, such
endurance, such patriotism, and I elose this history, paying
this tribute to the private Confederate soldier, quoting the
words of another:

“Let it be remembered there are other reasons than money
or patriotisin which induce men to risk life and limb in war.
There i1s the love of glory and the expectation of honorable
recognition ; but the private in the ranks expects neither; his
identity is merged in that of his regiment; to him, the regi-.
ment and 1ts name 1s everything ; he does not expect to see his
own naine appear upon the page of history, and is content
with the proper recognition of the old command in which he
fought. But he is jealous of the record of his regiment and
demands credit for every shot it faced and every grave it
filled.

“The bloody laurels for which a regiment contends will al-
ways be awarded to the one with the longest roll of honor.
Scars are the true evidence of wounds, and regimental scars
can be seen only in the record of the casualties.”

“The men of the Twenty-sixth Regiment would dress on
their colors in spite of the world.”

In the preparation of this sketch, great assistance has been
furnished by many of my surviving comrades and especially
acknowledgment is due to Captain W. H. S. Burgwyn, Thir-
ty-fifth North Carolina Troops, the brother of our lamented
(lolonel Harry Burgwyn. Captain Burgwyn is the historian
of the Thirty-fifth Regiment, in which he served with great
honor, and also of Clingman’s Brigade, in which he later
served with distinction as a staff officer. In the late Spanish
War (1898) he showed he retained the military instinets of
his family by again entering the service as Colonel of the See-
ond North Carolina Regiment.

Greoree C. UNDERWOOD.

MarLEY'S M1Lus, N. C,,
9 April, 1901.
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